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IRRC Submits Comments to 

the Environmental Quality 

Board 
 

omments are available on the IRRC website 

at: 

 

Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission #57-33: 

Application of 52 Pa. Code Section 3.501 to 

Certificated Water and Wastewater Utility 

Acquisitions, Mergers, and Transfers 

http://www.irrc.state.pa.us/docs/3349/IRRC/3349%

2012-12-22%20COMMENTS.pdf  

 

     The regulatory review process in Pennsylvania is 

a two-stage process. The submission of comments 

on this regulation concludes IRRC's formal role at 

the proposed stage.  

 

     The promulgating agency is required to respond 

to all comments received on their proposed 

regulation when submitting the final regulation with 

or without changes to IRRC and the legislative 

standing committees. 

 

     Commissioners:  

• Chairman George D. Bedwick 

• Vice Chairman John F. Mizner, Esq. 

• John J. Soroko, Esq. 

• Murray Ufberg, Esq.  

• Dennis A. Watson, Esq. 

 

     The Independent Regulatory Review 

Commission provides oversight and review of all 

proposed and existing rules and regulations issued 

by all departments, boards, commissions, agencies 

or other authorities of the Commonwealth, 

excluding the Legislature, Fish and Boat 

Commission, the Game Commission, and any court, 

political subdivision, or municipal or local 

authority. IRRC also acts as a clearinghouse for 

complaints, comments and other input regarding 

existing, proposed, final-form and final-omitted 

regulations. 

 

     For recent news and updates on Commission 

proceedings or information about IRRC, visit our 

website at www.irrc.state.pa.us and follow IRRC on 

Twitter: @PA_IRRC. 

 

Source:  IRRC Press Release, 12/12/2022  

 

DEP – Board and Committee 

Meeting Schedules for 2023 
 

he Department of Environmental Protection 

published a list of 2023 advisory board and 

committee meetings. Meetings will have an 

in-person as well as a remote participation option. 

These schedules and an agenda for each meeting 

will be available on the department's website 

https://www.dep.pa.gov/Pages/default.aspx. The 

full list, as well as the contact for each board or 

committee is available in the Pennsylvania Bulletin. 
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Water Utility Council of the 

PA-Section, American Water 

Works Association (PA-AWWA) 
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Source:  PA Bulletin, 12/16/2022 

https://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pabull?

file=/secure/pabulletin/data/vol52/52-51/1936.html   

 

Pennsylvania’s 

Unemployment Rate 

Remains at 4.0 Percent 

in November  
 

PA rate remains at historic low 

  

he Pennsylvania Department of Labor & 

Industry (L&I) released its preliminary 

employment situation report for November 

2022. 

  

     Pennsylvania’s unemployment rate was 4.0% in 

November, remaining at the record low set in 

October 2022. The U.S. unemployment rate was 

also unchanged over the month, remaining at 3.7%. 

The commonwealth’s unemployment rate was 1.5 

percentage points below its November 2021 level 

and the national rate was down 0.5 percentage 

points over the year. 

  

     “A historically low unemployment rate for two 

months in a row means that Pennsylvania workers 

have the ability to be selective in their search for 

family-sustaining wages and career paths that afford 

them the ability to pursue their passions,” L&I 

Secretary Jennifer Berrier said. “But the flipside of 

a low unemployment rate is scarcity of skilled 

workers for some industries. So, we must remain 

vigilant in our efforts to invest in growing our labor 

force, developing skilled workers who meet the 

needs of Pennsylvania employers and attracting 

talented workers to the commonwealth.”  

   

     Pennsylvania’s civilian labor force – the 

estimated number of residents working or looking 

for work – was down 5,000 over the month. The 

employment count declined by 2,000 and resident 

unemployment declined 3,000. 

  

     Pennsylvania’s total nonfarm jobs were up 

10,400 over the month to 6,021,800 in November. 

Jobs increased from October in nine of the 11 

industry supersectors. The largest gain was in other 

services (+4,100). Over the year, total nonfarm jobs 

were up 189,200 with gains in each of the 

11 supersectors. 

  

     From April 2020 to November 2022, 

Pennsylvania has recovered approximately 93.5% 

of jobs lost in the first two months of the pandemic.  

 

     Three supersectors - trade, transportation & 

utilities; information; and professional & business 

services – were above their pre-pandemic job levels 

in November 2022. 

  

     Additional information is available on the L&I 

website at www.dli.pa.gov. 

 

Source:  PA Dept. of Labor & Industry, 12/16/2022 

 

Free Water Evaluations 

Begin for Homeowners 

Affected by 

Construction of Mariner 

East 2 Pipeline 
 

n December 15, 2022, Attorney General 

Josh Shapiro announced that three 

professional geology firms, GeoServices, 

Ltd., Meiser & Earl, Inc., and David Miller 

Associates, Inc., were selected to begin independent 

evaluations of water quality for residents affected 

by the construction of the Mariner East 2 Pipeline.  

 

     "Pennsylvanians have a constitutional right to 

clean air and pure water," said AG Shapiro. "My 

office fought hard for residents to have the 

opportunity to get their water tested, after being 

pushed aside by big companies and ignored by the 

institutions that were supposed to help them.  Today 

we take the next step to bring justice to those 

harmed by Energy Transfer's crimes and to secure 

Pennsylvanian's right to safe, reliable and clean 

drinking water."  

 

     Earlier this year, following an investigation by 

the Office of Attorney General Environmental 

Crimes Section, Sunoco Pipeline L.P., and ETC 

Northeast Pipeline LLC (ETC), both subsidiaries of 

Energy Transfer, L.P. (Energy Transfer), were 

T 

O 
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convicted of criminal charges related to their 

conduct during the construction of two major 

pipelines in Pennsylvania. Mariner East 2 Pipeline, 

which crosses 17 counties in the southern tier of 

Pennsylvania, and Revolution Pipeline, a 42.5-mile 

pipeline that starts in Butler County, and is routed 

through Beaver and Allegheny counties, and 

connects to a gas processing plant in Washington 

County. 

 

     As part of the agreement, Energy Transfer 

agreed to pay for independent evaluations of 

potential water quality impacts for homeowners 

from the construction of the Mariner East 2 Pipeline 

and offer approved mechanisms for restoring or 

replacing the impacted private water supplies. Six 

independent professional geologists will review 

water testing and advise on water quality and 

impact: Douglas Cwienk, P.G. and Timothy 

Higgins, P.G., hydrogeologists at David Miller 

Associates, Inc.; Peter Robelen, P.G., president and 

founder of GeoServices, Ltd.; Jennifer Reese, P.G., 

hydrogeologist at GeoServices, Ltd.; Jay Lynch, 

P.G., president and hydrogeologist at Meiser & 

Earl, Inc.; and Richard Henry, P.G., hydrogeologist 

at Meiser & Earl, Inc. These geologists are experts 

in the field and have years of experience evaluating 

and protecting Pennsylvania's water supply, 

including, in some cases, offering water and 

environmental resources related to natural gas 

extraction in the Marcellus Shale. Residents who 

have requested a water evaluation should expect to 

be contacted by one of the professional geologists in 

the near future to begin the review.  

 

     In addition to the water evaluations, Energy 

Transfer has paid the Office of Attorney General 

$10 million to fund projects that improve the health 

and safety of water sources along the routes of the 

pipelines. This funding is being distributed through 

existing Commonwealth grant programs, to ensure 

high-impact projects are selected in the impacted 

communities and that proper oversight is provided. 

Grant programs include those operated by the 

Department of Conservation and Natural Resources 

and the Department of Environmental Protections. 

The first round of projects will be announced in the 

coming weeks. These resources are intended to 

make the water sources most damaged by Energy 

Transfer's crimes cleaner and safer.  

 

     A fact sheet detailing the plea agreement is 

available here https://www.attorneygeneral.gov/wp-

content/uploads/2022/08/2022-08-05-energy-

transfer-fact-sheet.pdf.   

 

Source:  AG Shapiro Press Release, 12/15/2022 

 

House Republican Leader 

Bryan Cutler Sworn-in to 

Office 
  

ith an undeniable 101-99 Republican 

majority in the Pennsylvania House of 

Representatives, Republican Leader 

Bryan Cutler (R-Lancaster) was sworn-in to office 

Monday in a public and open ceremony. 

 

     “Last week, Rep. Joanna McClinton and the 

House Democratic Caucus conducted an 

unprecedented, illegitimate, and illegal power grab 

by claiming they have a majority in the 

Pennsylvania House after one of their members 

passed away and their quest for political power 

forced two more of their members to resign, 

dropping their total of members eligible to take 

office down to 99,” Cutler said. 

 

     “Their secret stunt showed the leaders of the 

Pennsylvania House Democratic Caucus care more 

about redefining terms to justify their claims to 

power than they do about basic math, being held 

accountable to the law and providing electoral 

certainty,” he continued. 

 

     With the Republican Caucus having a majority 

of members who are eligible to take office on Jan. 

3, 2023, in the Pennsylvania House, Cutler becomes 

the House majority leader and has the legal 

authority to exercise the ministerial role of 

presiding officer as outlined in the Pennsylvania 

Election Code and affirmed by the Pennsylvania 

Supreme Court in Perzel v. Cortes. 

 

     “By affirming our current majority, House 

Republicans are also continuing our commitment to 

upholding the rule of law and electoral certainty, 

while acting in a manner wholly consistent with 

prior precedent,” said Cutler. 

 

W 
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     “As a Pennsylvanian, it is frustrating to see the 

House Democrats and the Pennsylvania Department 

of State work together to set a terrible, illegal 

precedent that created electoral confusion and 

necessitated litigation to uphold the plain language 

of the law and reaffirm the numbers that are clear to 

even the most passive state political observers,” he 

added. 

 

     Cutler noted last week’s conduct by Democrats 

is the continuation of a pattern of state Democrats 

illegally and/or improperly obstructing the function, 

will and power of the Pennsylvania General 

Assembly. In addition to last week’s power grab, 

Democrats in the recent past have: 

 

• Been negligent in publishing constitutional 

amendments lawfully passed by the 

Pennsylvania General Assembly. 

• Stormed the rostrum to prevent the orderly 

conduct of business in the chamber of the 

Pennsylvania House of Representatives. 

• Masterminded the complete breakdown of order 

in the Senate on last session’s swearing-in day. 

• Manipulated the state and congressional 

redistricting process to create gerrymandered 

maps that provide Democrats with an unnatural 

and unearned political advantage. 

• Judicially created election laws in opposition to 

and absent from Pennsylvania statute. 

  

     “It is our goal to have a productive session and, 

while we believe that is still possible, it will require 

all of us understanding simple math and following 

the law. If Democrats were more focused on that 

than they were on spiking the football over a non-

existent House majority, we could have avoided 

litigation and instead concentrated our efforts on 

finding a path forward for the next two years,” 

concluded Cutler. 

 

Source: Republican Leader Cutler, 12/12/2022 

 

Majority Leader Bryan 

Cutler Issues Lawful Writs 

of Election 
  

fter being sworn-in to office December 12, 

2022 with an undeniable 101-99 

Republican majority in the Pennsylvania 

House of Representatives, Republican Leader Bryan 

Cutler (R-Lancaster) issued lawful writs of election 

for the 34th and 35th House Districts on Thursday. 

 

     “With the authority of a clear and undeniable 

majority in the Pennsylvania House of 

Representatives, and backed up by prior House 

precedent, Pennsylvania statute and the prior 

decisions of the Pennsylvania Supreme Court, I am 

issuing these lawful writs of election to finally 

provide electoral certainty for the people of 

Allegheny County who are currently lacking 

representation in the Pennsylvania House of 

Representatives,” Cutler said. 

 

     “It is unfortunate we had to arrive at this 

conclusion today, but the illegitimate and illegal 

writs of election issued last week by the leader of 

the minority party in the House, with the 

cooperation of the Pennsylvania Department of 

State, forced this continued action and the ongoing 

litigation over those writs. This is what happens 

when Democrats continue to redefine terms to fit 

their singular belief of what is right and show their 

true nature as pure partisans, instead of as rational 

stewards of our shared institutions.” 

 

     Under these valid writs of election, the two 

special elections will be held on May 16, 2023. 

 

     “Holding these special elections on the date of 

the 2023 primary election will save Allegheny 

County money by not requiring the duplication of 

resources and election expenses and will allow 

plenty of time for the county to prepare for mail-in 

and absentee ballots,” Cutler said. 

 

     Candidates for the office will be selected by a 

process designated by their respective political 

parties, and the winner of the special election will 

take office after the results are confirmed. 

 

Source:  Republican Leader Cutler, 12/15/2022 
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Sen. Yaw Announces 

Legislation to Protect Power 

Grid 
  

he state must do more to protect its power 

grid from sabotage, Sen. Gene Yaw (R-23) 

said on December 14, 2022. 

  

     That’s why he will soon introduce legislation 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/Legis/CSM/sho

wMemoPublic.cfm?chamber=S&SPick=20230&cos

ponId=38531 to increase fines and penalties against 

those who intentionally vandalize or attack critical 

infrastructure in Pennsylvania. 

  

     “In light of the events in North Carolina, we 

need to do more to hold these bad actors 

accountable for purposeful damage done to these 

facilities,” Yaw said. “Destabilizing the power grid 

comes with huge national security risks and it 

should not be taken lightly.” 

  

     Yaw’s comments reference recent attacks at two 

electrical substations in Moore County, North 

Carolina. Law enforcement reports gunfire at the 

sites cut power to nearby communities, leaving 

most of the rural region without electricity for days. 

  

     Earlier this year, the FBI and the Department of 

Homeland Security also warned of increasing 

threats to the power grid from terrorists both foreign 

and domestic. 

  

     “Losing power not only disrupts our day-to-day 

activities, but can take lives, especially among our 

most vulnerable populations,” Yaw said. “We need 

to do all we can discourage these criminal acts 

before tragedy strikes.”  

  

     For more state-related news and information, 

visit Senator Yaw’s website at 

http://www.senatorgeneyaw.com/ or on Facebook 

and Twitter @SenatorGeneYaw. 

 

Source: Sen. Yaw Press Release, 12/14/2022 

 

# # # # # # # 

 

    This newsletter provides general information, 

not legal advice as to any specific matter.  It 

should not be used as a substitute for appropriate 

legal advice. 

T 
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