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Yaw: Fertilizer Responsible 

Use Bill Signed into Law 
 

egislation sponsored by Sen. Gene Yaw (R-

23) to mandate responsible use of fertilizer 

through updated application standards has 

been signed into law. 

 

     "Developed areas, and the turf associated with 

them, are a growing source of nutrient pollution to 

our waters," Yaw said. "These standards, which are 

consistent with standards enacted in neighboring 

states, acknowledge that we all have a part in 

reducing pollution and meeting our clean water 

goals while maintaining healthy lawns." 

 

     Senate Bill 251 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo

.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=S&type=B&bn=

0251, now Act 83 of 2022, sets clear standards for 

fertilizer application to turf and modernizes the 

state's existing program to ensure proper testing and 

labeling of fertilizer products. It also directs the 

Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture to 

establish a new agricultural and homeowner 

education program to inform the public about best 

practices for the application of fertilizer. 

 

     "The nutrients in fertilizer promote plant growth 

on land, but when excess nitrogen or phosphorus 

enters surface water such as a stream or lake, it 

promotes the growth of harmful algae that 

suffocates aquatic life and increases the treatment 

cost of drinking water," Yaw said.  

     The enacted standards include best practices to 

reduce nutrient runoff, such as not applying 

fertilizer close to waterways, not applying fertilizer 

to frozen ground or impervious surfaces like 

sidewalks and driveways and applying the correct 

amount of fertilizer based on a soil test.  

 

     Bagged do-it-yourself fertilizer will not be able 

to contain phosphorus unless it is labeled for the 

establishment or repair of a lawn that requires 

phosphorus. Many of the available fertilizer 

products for lawns already comply. 

 

     The legislation received overwhelming support 

in both the Senate and House of Representatives. 

 

     For more state-related news and information, 

visit Senator Yaw's website at 

http://www.senatorgeneyaw.com/ or on Facebook 

and Twitter @SenatorGeneYaw. 

 

Source:  Senator Yaw Press Release, 7/12/2022 

 

SRBC Releases Proposed 

Policy and Guidance 

Statement for the Settlement 

of Civil 

Penalties/Enforcement 

Actions & the SRBC Civil 
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PA-Section, American Water 

Works Association (PA-AWWA) 
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Penalty Matrix for Public 

Comment 
 

he Susquehanna River Basin Commission 

has released two proposed documents for 

public comment: a policy and a civil penalty 

matrix. The policy and matrix will be open for 

written public comment 

https://www.srbc.net/meeting-

comment/default.aspx?type=16&cat=39 until 

August 22, 2022, and oral testimony may be 

provided at a public hearing 

https://www.srbc.net/about/meetings-events/public-

hearing.html on August 11, 2022. 

 

     With regard to enforcing compliance with its 

regulations, the Commission has authority to issue 

orders, investigate possible infractions, assess 

penalties and enter into settlement agreements. The 

proposed policy 

https://www.srbc.net/regulatory/policies-

guidance/docs/draft-settlement-civil-penalties-

policy-07-08-2022.pdf and matrix 

https://www.srbc.net/regulatory/policies-

guidance/docs/draft-srbc-civil-penalty-matrix-

policy-07-08-2022.pdf are designed to provide 

transparency with respect to the process by which 

the Commission reaches settlement agreements and 

assesses penalties. 

 

     In reaching settlement agreements, the 

Commission engages in a process that generates 

penalty terms and amounts that fairly reflect the 

scope of the violation committed, deter future 

violations, mitigate any adverse 

environmental impacts and educate both the violator 

and the public. The Commission is committed to 

providing project sponsors and the public with 

insight into the process by which objective and 

subjective criteria, derived from its regulations, are 

applied to violations to assess the appropriate 

penalty. The two documents are to be read in 

conjunction, and within each, the criteria and 

protocols presented should provide project sponsors 

and the public with a clear understanding of the 

process by which settlement terms are reached and 

penalty amounts are calculated. 

 

     The Commission will hold one informational 

webinar on July 28 to help the public and regulated 

community understand the proposed policies and 

answer questions from the stakeholder community. 

The proposed rulemaking and policies are 

available on the Commission's website via this 

link https://www.srbcnet/meeting-

comment/default.aspx?type=16&cat=39 and can 

also be made available upon request by contacting 

Jason Oyler, Secretary and General Counsel of the 

Commission at (717) 238-0423 ext. 1312 or at 

joyler@srbc.net. 

 

Source:  SRBC Press Release, 7/11/2022  

 

Boscola’s “Christine’s Law” 

to Protect Motorists from 

Snow and Ice Signed by the 

Governor as Act 90 of 2022 
        

enator Lisa Boscola’s legislative proposal that 

would require drivers to remove ice or snow 

from their vehicles within 24 hours following 

heavy snow or ice storms was signed by the 

Governor today, as Act 90 of 2022. 

        

     Named “Christine’s Law,” Boscola said her 

proposal would help prevent tragedies like the one 

that befell Christine Lambert of Palmer Township 

on Christmas Day 2005. She died when a large 

piece of ice dislodged from a passing box truck and 

crashed through her windshield. 

        

     “I have been fighting on behalf of the Lamberts 

to get Christine’s Law on the books ever since that 

tragic accident over a decade and a half ago,” 

Boscola said. “It’s been a long road to get this bill 

become law, but it was a fight I had to win for 

Christine’s husband Frank and son Matthew.” 

        

     “There are no words to adequately express the 

importance of Christine’s Law to our 

family.  Christine is dearly missed by her family 

and friends,” Frank and Matthew Lambert stated 

upon hearing of the Senate concurrence 

vote.  “Senator Boscola never gave up the fight to 

get this bill to the Governor.  We cannot thank her 

enough for her tenacity and compassion.” 
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     “Act 90 is first and foremost about public 

safety,” Boscola said. “The goal of Christine’s Law 

is to increase public awareness and make people 

more vigilant about clearing snow and ice from 

their vehicles so that the tragedy that befallen to the 

Lamberts don’t happen to other families.” 

        

     She said Act 90 will strengthen the existing law 

by deterring drivers and preventing tragedies before 

they happen. 

        

     Before Act 90, state law would only penalize a 

driver when serious bodily harm occurs from a 

snow or ice projectile. Christine’s Law will be more 

proactive, giving police officers discretion to pull 

over a vehicle where the buildup of ice or snow 

poses a potential hazard. 

        

     Christine’s Law will go into effect in 60 days 

meaning snow and ice removal would be required 

for the upcoming winter. 

 

Source:  Senator Boscola Press Release, 7/11/2022  

 

Deana’s Law Targeting 

‘Worst of the Worst’ Repeat 

DUI Offenders 

Signed into Law 
  

egislation named in memory of DUI 

homicide victim Deana DeRosa Eckman of 

Delaware County has been signed into law, 

said the author of the bill, Rep. Chris Quinn (R-

Delaware). Quinn was joined by DeRosa’s parents, 

Rich and Roseann DeRosa, and Delaware County 

District Attorney Jack Stollsteimer to announce the 

enactment of the legislation. 

  

     “Today marks the end of an effort that began 

more than three years ago, shortly after the tragic 

and senseless death of Deana DeRosa Eckman,” 

said Quinn. “Her memory is now permanently 

enshrined in state law, and Pennsylvanians will be 

better protected from the worst-of-the-worst repeat 

DUI offenders because of Deana’s Law.” 

  

     DeRosa Eckman was killed in a head-on 

collision on Feb. 16, 2019, in Upper Chichester, 

Delaware County. A truck being driven by 

David Strowhouer, previously convicted of five 

DUIs, crossed the double yellow line. Deana was 

pronounced dead at the scene. 

  

     Quinn’s legislation, Act 59 of 2022 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo

.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=

0773, requires consecutive sentences for those 

convicted of third and subsequent DUIs. It also 

increases prison sentences for those offenders. 

Companion legislation was introduced in the Senate 

by Sen. Bob Mensch (R-Montgomery). 

  

     Quinn’s bill was passed by the House in 

November of last year, was approved by the Senate 

on July 7, 2022 and signed by the governor on July 

12. Deana’s Law was first introduced in 2019 by 

former Sen. Tom Killion (R-Chester and Delaware) 

and passed the Senate but fell short of final passage 

in the House. 

  

     “Deana was just 45 years old, vibrant and 

beloved by a wide circle of friends and family,” said 

Quinn. “Her murderer, with a blood alcohol level 

more than twice the legal limit turned a three-ton 

pickup truck into a deadly weapon. He robbed 

Deana of decades of life and her friends and family 

of her presence. 

  

     “He was out on the street only because he was 

allowed to serve the sentences for his fourth and 

fifth DUIs concurrently. Had the court imposed 

consecutive sentences for these offenses, he would 

have still been imprisoned the night she was killed. 

That painful fact magnifies this tragedy and 

highlights the need for this new law,” continued 

Quinn. 

  

     “I want to thank Rich and Roseann DeRosa for 

their tireless advocacy to ensure more families 

won’t have to endure the same pain they will 

always carry from the senseless loss of 

their beloved daughter,” said District 

Attorney Stollsteimer. “I also want to thank Rep. 

Chris Quinn, without whose legislative skills and 

dedication to this cause this bill would not be 

law.  My office prioritizes public safety, as well as 

concern for the victims and survivors of crime, and 

Deana’s Law promotes both.” 
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     “There are no words strong enough to describe 

the pain of outliving your child,” said Roseann 

DeRosa. “Deana’s death left a wound in our lives 

that will never fully heal. What happened to her and 

our family could have happened to anyone. We are 

incredibly grateful that Deana’s memory will better 

protect Pennsylvanians from those who repeatedly 

and wantonly drive under the influence.” 

  

     “I’m truly honored that I could partner with Rep. 

Quinn to get this bill passed in the General 

Assembly,” said Mensch. “His leadership in the 

House was a valuable first step, culminating in 

Senate passage and its approval by the governor to 

honor Deana’s memory. The DeRosa family has 

been vigorous advocates for this new law, and it is a 

testament to the love for their daughter that they 

spent so much time and effort working with their 

legislators to pass this bill which will undoubtedly 

save lives in Pennsylvania.” 

  

     Mensch offered remarks in the Senate chamber 

immediately prior to the bill’s passage in that. 

  

     “I want to thank Rep. Craig Williams for all his 

hard work helping get this bill out of the General 

Assembly and to the governor for his signature,” 

Quinn said. 

  

     Quinn noted and thanked the many stakeholders 

who participated in crafting Deana’s Law, including 

the Pennsylvania District Attorneys Association, the 

PA State Police, PennDOT, the Pennsylvania Board 

of Probation and Parole, the Administrative Office 

of Pennsylvania Courts, MADD, the PA DUI 

Association, PA Parents Against Impaired Driving, 

and PA State Troopers Association. 

  

     “I am grateful to my colleagues for their support 

of this legislation and thank the governor for his 

swift approval of Deana’s Law,” said Quinn. “For 

more than three years, the DeRosa family has lived 

with the pain of Deana’s death. This law will help 

ensure no family endures the immeasurable pain 

they have experienced.” 

  

     The law takes effect in 120 days. 

 

Source:  Rep. Chris Quinn Press Release, 

7/15/2022  

 

EPA News: EPA Provides 

$5.5 Million in 

Infrastructure Funds to 

Clean up Bucks and 

Montgomery County 

Superfund Sites 
 

n July 15, 2022, the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency broke ground at the 

North Penn Area 6 Superfund site in 

Lansdale, Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, 

where EPA is accelerating construction to clean up 

the site.  North Penn Area 6 is one of 49 Superfund 

Sites nationwide to receive a total of $5.4 billion in 

new Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) funding 

for accelerating cleanup of legacy pollution.    

 

     The Chem Fab Superfund Site in Doylestown, 

Bucks County, is also among the 49 sites receiving 

this first wave of the Biden/Harris Administration’s 

BIL funding, allowing EPA to initiate work where 

Superfund construction projects were backlogged. 

 

     “Revitalizing communities and helping create 

economic vitality is a primary goal of EPA’s 

Superfund cleanups,” said EPA Mid-Atlantic 

Regional Administrator Adam Ortiz. “Because of 

this infrastructure funding, people living and 

working in Lansdale and Doylestown can now look 

forward to these sites finally getting completely 

cleaned up and ultimately being transformed and 

reused for the benefit of those communities.” 

 

     The North Penn site received $4.9 million in BIL 

funding to remove and replace industrially 

contaminated soil. EPA plans to engage the 

community early and often to make sure they 

remain aware of planned construction activities and 

future work. 

 

     The Chem Fab Site received $6.3 million, 

$500,000 of which is from BIL, for construction of 

a state-of-the-art groundwater extraction and 

treatment system to treat contaminated groundwater 

and return it to nearby Cooks Run. 

 

O 
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     For more information on the North Penn Area 6 

and Chem Fab Superfund Sites visit: 

 

https://cumulis.epa.gov/supercpad/cursites/csitinfo.c

fm?id=0301733  

 

https://cumulis.epa.gov/supercpad/cursites/csitinfo.c

fm?id=0300563  

 

Source:  EPA Press Release, 7/15/2022  

 

Wolf Administration 

Receives $3.9 Million Federal 

Grant to Build and 

Modernize Pennsylvania’s 

Registered Apprenticeship 

Programs 
 

n July 13, 2022, Governor Tom Wolf 

announced his administration’s success in 

securing a $3.9 million grant from the 

federal Department of Labor (DOL) to build and 

modernize Pennsylvania’s registered apprenticeship 

system. 

  

     The Pennsylvania Department of Labor & 

Industry (L&I) through the Apprenticeship and 

Training Office (ATO) is one of 30 recipients 

nationwide awarded grant funding through DOL’s 

Apprenticeship Building America program 

https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta2022

0707-0. 

  

     “This funding is needed now more than ever, as 

Pennsylvania’s economy continues to recover from 

pandemic-related challenges, including the need to 

train and onboard workers in critical supply-chain 

industries and among populations 

disproportionately affected by the pandemic,” Gov. 

Wolf said. “Apprenticeship plays an integral role in 

turning these many challenges into an opportunity 

to create a more dynamic, resilient workforce. My 

administration remains committed to ensuring all 

Pennsylvanians, regardless of background, have 

equitable access to opportunities that provide 

reliable, family-sustaining career pathways.” 

  

     With the grant funding, the ATO plans to expand 

diversity, equity, inclusion, and access to 

apprenticeship programs among underrepresented 

communities, embed a focus on apprenticeship 

within the commonwealth’s workforce system, and 

enhance apprenticeship-related expertise among 

local workforce development board and PA 

CareerLink staff  

https://www.pacareerlink.pa.gov/jponline/Common/

Apprenticeships. The ATO will assist local 

workforce areas across the commonwealth with 

creating strategic plans to expand registered 

apprenticeship and pre-apprenticeship programs in 

their regions. The ATO will also offer training 

webinars that highlight how and why to connect job 

seekers to the model and how to leverage 

Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act 

(WIOA) funds to support apprentices. 

  

     Additionally, the grant will provide strategic 

funding to incentivize registered apprenticeship and 

registered pre-apprenticeship program growth and 

offer supportive services to apprentices, focusing on 

diversifying apprenticeship program designs and 

talent pipelines, with an emphasis on non-traditional 

industries and industries with critical supply chains, 

including logistics, warehouse, manufacturing, and 

transportation, as well as clean energy, public 

service, healthcare, childcare, construction, and 

technology. 

  

     “Pennsylvania workers are looking for jobs that 

offer family-sustaining wages and opportunities for 

growth. Apprenticeship is the workforce 

development model that connects these talented 

workers with employers who are eager to invest in 

skills development – which sets up a business for 

long-term success, especially in this highly 

competitive labor market. Apprenticeship is a win-

win for the worker and the employer, and it 

strengthens Pennsylvania’s economy overall,” L&I 

Secretary Jennifer Berrier said. 

  

     Established in 2016, L&I's Apprenticeship and 

Training Office (ATO) supports and expands 

registered apprenticeship programs statewide. As a 

part of Governor Tom Wolf's PAsmart framework, 

the office provides outreach, education, and 

technical support to current and prospective 

apprenticeship program sponsors and apprentices. 

The ATO aims to expand the apprenticeship model 
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to non-traditional occupations and ensure 

apprenticeship opportunities are available to under-

represented communities across the commonwealth. 

The ATO currently supports more than 17,000 

active apprentices, nearly 5,000 new apprentices, 

and more than 1,500 active occupation-specific 

apprenticeship programs around the 

commonwealth.  

  

     The Wolf Administration has directly invested 

$28 million in Pennsylvania apprenticeship 

programs since 2018, focused on increasing 

academic training in computer sciences, science, 

technology, engineering, and math education to 

strengthen Pennsylvania's workforce. The latest 

round of grant funding supports apprenticeship 

programs with a specific focus on diverse talent 

pipelines and underserved populations, non-

traditional occupations, and alignment with 

secondary and post-secondary educational 

institutions for occupations in agriculture, 

manufacturing, healthcare, IT, education, human 

services, building trades and more.  

  

     L&I estimates that, on average, apprentices earn 

a starting wage of $70,000 per year after graduation 

and are on track to earn $300,000 more than other 

workers over their careers. Nearly nine out of 10 

apprentices remain at the employer who trained 

them at completion of their apprenticeship. For 

every dollar spent on apprenticeships, employers 

get an average of $1.47 back in increased 

productivity. 

 

Source:  Governor Wolf’s Press Office, 7/13/2022  

 

Yaw: Governor’s ‘Baffling’ 

Veto Marks a Sad Day for 

Pennsylvania 
  

en. Gene Yaw (R-23) released the following 

statement today after the governor vetoed       

legislation 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo

.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=S&type=B&bn=

0275 that would guarantee energy choice for all 13 

million Pennsylvanians: 

  

     “Gov. Tom Wolf’s baffling veto marks a sad day 

for Pennsylvania. Energy choice is about giving the 

power to consumers to decide what’s best for them, 

especially when historic inflationary pressures and 

skyrocketing utility costs are already pushing many 

families to a breaking point. 

  

     Pennsylvania is second in the nation for natural 

gas production and half of our residents can’t access 

it. This state – yes, Pennsylvania – produces one 

third as much natural gas as the entire country of 

Russia. Unfortunately, the Wolf administration does 

not understand this or the relationship between 

energy, economy and environment. Most 

egregiously, this administration tells its citizens the 

government will make the energy choice for them. 

It is indeed a sad day for all of us. 

 

     Whether the governor likes it or not, our energy 

policies over the last two decades, especially 

surrounding natural gas development, have resulted 

in lower electricity costs for our residents. So, it 

should be their choice, not his, as to whether they 

heat their homes with a gas furnace or an electric 

heat pump. 

  

     Policies limiting the use of certain fuel sources 

only slows environmental progress and raises 

energy costs. This veto will hurt the most 

vulnerable among us the hardest at a time when 

they can least afford it. 

 

Source:  Senator Yaw Press Release, 7/12/2022  

 

# # # # # # # 

 

    This newsletter provides general information, 

not legal advice as to any specific matter.  It 

should not be used as a substitute for appropriate 

legal advice. 
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