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Pennsylvania Enters the 

Regional Greenhouse Gas 

Initiative  
 

Participating in the multi-state initiative will cut 

pollution and fight climate change 

 

he Wolf Administration has finalized the 

regulation to combat climate change and 

allow Pennsylvania to participate in the 

Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI), 

fulfilling a promise made in a 2019 Executive 

Order 

https://www.governor.pa.gov/newsroom/executive-

order-2019-07-commonwealth-leadership-in-

addressing-climate-change-through-electric-sector-

emissions-reductions/ to take part in the market-

based program. 

 

     "Today we are already experiencing the effects 

of climate change and those impacts are only going 

to get worse. Our children and their children are 

going to look back at our decisions and by 

participating in RGGI, we have begun to set 

Pennsylvania on the path forward to addressing this 

threat," said Department of Environmental 

Protection (DEP) Secretary Patrick McDonnell. 

"Climate change caused by pollution remains the 

most critical environmental threat confronting us 

and we are already paying the price." 

 

     DEP's CO2 Budget Trading Program regulation, 

which will enter Pennsylvania into RGGI, will be 

published in the April 23, 2022 issue of the 

Pennsylvania Bulletin. 

 

     "This regulation has the support of businesses 

and residents, and will save lives and millions of 

dollars by cutting air pollution," said McDonnell. 

"This is only one step necessary to fight climate 

change, and while Pennsylvania cannot 

singlehandedly solve the global climate crisis, the 

world cannot solve the crisis without Pennsylvania." 

 

     Some of the benefits of RGGI for Pennsylvania 

include: 

 

• Reducing up to 225 million tons of carbon 

pollution from Pennsylvania power plants by 

2030 

• Preventing up to 30,000 hospital visits for 

respiratory illnesses like asthma 

• An increase in Pennsylvania's Gross State 

Product of nearly $2 billion, and a net increase 

of 30,000 jobs by 2030 

 

     Nearly 14,000 people commented on the 

regulation, including the hundreds that participated 

in the 10 virtual public hearings DEP held. 

Throughout the regulatory process, DEP held over 

15 public discussions on the regulation with a range 

of expert advisory committees. The final regulation 

was supported by both the Citizens Advisory 

Council and the Air Quality Technical Advisory 

Committee. 

 

     "The reaction from Pennsylvanians during the 

development of this regulation was clear - they want 
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us to take action on climate. Communities and 

businesses are already experiencing the impacts of 

climate change, and those impacts will only 

accelerate between now and 2050. Most 

Pennsylvanians realize we need to do something 

about that," said McDonnell. "Reducing the carbon 

pollution that drives climate change is critical to 

preventing some of the worst impacts of climate 

change." 

  

     "RGGI is also important for environmental 

justice communities," said McDonnell. "The 

initiative creates a financial incentive to reduce 

carbon pollution to which environmental justice 

communities are often more vulnerable due to 

social and economic factors. Communities facing 

environmental justice issues are likely the first 

communities to feel the effects of climate change 

through heat waves and flooding, while also likely 

being communities with the fewest financial 

resources to adapt." 

 

     RGGI is an initiative of 11 New England and 

Mid-Atlantic states that began in 2009 to reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions from the power sector 

while generating economic growth. Together 

Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Maryland, 

Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New 

York, Rhode Island, Vermont and Virginia cap and 

reduce their power sector carbon dioxide (CO2) 

emissions. This is achieved by setting a regional cap 

or limit on CO2 emissions from electric power 

plants in the participating states. That cap decreases 

year over year to reduce overall carbon emissions. 

Pennsylvania's participation will increase the size of 

the program approximately 40 percent. 

  

     Qualifying power plants must acquire CO2 

allowances equal to the amount of CO2 they emit. 

And while each state has its own allowance budget, 

the only firm cap is the regional one. Entities in 

each of the qualifying states can purchase and trade 

allowances- allowing for the most efficient and 

cost-effective emissions reductions. Also, since 

RGGI is a market-based approach, the quarterly 

auction sets the price for the purchase of allowances 

to ensure transparency. 

  

     DEP will now determine the number of 

allowances for carbon pollution required for each 

power plant. Power plants must start accounting for 

their CO2 emissions starting on July 1, 2022. 

Facilities have until March 1, 2023, to account for 

50 percent of their 2022 emissions and until March 

1, 2024, to account for 100 percent of their 2022 

emissions. Power plants will be required to have 50 

percent of their 2022 required allowances by March 

1, 2023, and 100 percent of required allowances by 

March 1, 2024. 

 

     More information is available at 

http://www.dep.pa.gov/rggi. 

 

Source:  DEP Press Release, 4/22/2022 

 

EPA to Step Up Federal 

Actions in PA for Water 

Pollution  
 

Pennsylvania's Bay Cleanup Plan Falls Short of 

Target, PA has 90 Days to Submit Improved Plan, 

Lacks Sufficient Legislative Funding and Programs 

 

fter the U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency reviewed Pennsylvania's updated 

plan to address pollution reduction goals for 

the Chesapeake Bay watershed, it found that the 

plan falls short of those goals largely due to the lack 

of resources provided by the state. Approximately 

25,000 miles of streams in the state - more than the 

Earth's circumference - are considered unsuitable 

for fishing, recreation or other uses.  

 

     Pennsylvania's draft amended Phase III 

Watershed Implementation Plan (WIP) meets 70 

percent of its nitrogen reduction target - 9.7 million 

pounds short, the EPA evaluation found.  Much of 

this is attributed to uncontrolled manure runoff into 

streams, although there are other contributing 

pollution sources.   

 

     "Pennsylvania has made noteworthy progress in 

recent years and key partnerships are in place," said 

EPA Mid-Atlantic Regional Administrator Adam 

Ortiz "State agencies, counties, farmers, partners 

and nonprofits are on board and have put in a 

tremendous effort. What's missing are improved 

manure control policies and dependable state 

funding for agriculture cost-share programs for 
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farmers. These are measures other states have had 

for a long time."  

 

     Pennsylvania will now have 90 days to submit 

an improved final plan that meets its 

targets.  Starting this week, EPA will be taking 

stronger actions statewide to promote clean-up 

progress, such as increased agriculture and 

municipal stormwater inspections, increased permit 

oversight, heightened enforcement actions and a 

redirection of certain federal funds to ensure they 

are spent more efficiently in Pennsylvania.  

 

     "Enhanced inspections and enforcement are a 

last resort, but that is where we are. Governor Wolf 

and legislative leaders have key proposals on the 

table in Harrisburg that would make a big 

difference," said Ortiz, "We may live in different 

states in this region, but the rivers are shared by all, 

and each needs to do their part." The evaluation is 

available at https://www.epa.gov/chesapeake-bay-

tmdl.  

 

Source:  EPA Press Release, 4/18/2022  

 

Yaw:  Prioritization of 

Pennsylvania’s Water 

Resources Pivotal to 

Addressing Bay 

Improvements 
  

A state Sen. Gene Yaw (R-23), Senate 

Environmental Resources & Energy Chair 

and a member 

https://www.chesbay.us/commission-members of 

the Chesapeake Bay Commission,  released the 

following statement in response to the EPA Region 

3 evaluation 

https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-step-federal-

actions-pa-water-pollution of Pennsylvania’s Draft 

Amended Phase III Watershed Implementation 

Plan.  

  

     “It is disappointing that Pennsylvania continues 

to fall short of its obligations to our downstream 

neighbors.  More importantly, if we are not sending 

clean water downstream, it means we don’t have 

clean water here at home.  As noted today by EPA, 

one-third of Pennsylvania’s own streams and rivers 

do not meet water quality standards.  EPA’s intent 

to apply consequences statewide for the Chesapeake 

Bay shortfall, instead of just in the Bay watershed, 

recognizes that we need to take a hard look at how 

Pennsylvania prioritizes our own water resources. 

  

     I am proud to sponsor two legislative initiatives 

mentioned in the EPA evaluation:  comprehensive 

fertilizer legislation (SB 251 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo

.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=s&type=b&bn=2

51) and establishment of a new Agricultural 

Conservation Assistance Program (ACAP)  (SB 465 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo

.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=s&type=b&bn=4

65).  Additionally, a new Clean Streams Fund (SB 

832 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo

.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=s&type=b&bn=8

32) sponsored by me, Senator Dan Laughlin 

(District 49) and my Chesapeake Bay Commission 

colleague Senator Scott Martin (District 13), would 

provide funding for ACAP and other programmatic 

enhancements recommended in the evaluation.  I 

look forward to working with our legislative 

colleagues and the governor to finally get these bills 

over the finish line this year.” 

 

Source: Sen. Yaw Press Release, 4/19/2022  

 

Gov. Wolf Announces $199 

Million Investment in Water 

Infrastructure Projects in 11 

Counties 
  

n April 20, 2022, Governor Tom Wolf 

announced the investment of $199 million 

for 13 drinking water, wastewater, 

stormwater, and non-point source projects across 11 

counties through the Pennsylvania Infrastructure 

Investment Authority (PENNVEST).  

  

     "Ensuring the reliability of our most precious 

infrastructure is vital to the road to recovery for 

many of our communities," said Gov. Wolf.  "As 

we prepare for much-needed increases in federal 

and state resources, like those in the Infrastructure 

P 
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Investment and Jobs Act that will bring more than 

$240 million to Pennsylvania next year alone for 

clean water infrastructure, I am confident that these 

projects will pave the way for successful growth 

and revitalization."  

  

     The funding for these projects originates from a 

combination of state funds approved by voters, 

Growing Greener, Marcellus Legacy funds, federal 

grants to PENNVEST from the Environmental 

Protection Agency, and recycled loan repayments 

from previous PENNVEST funding awards. Funds 

for these projects are disbursed after expenses for 

work are paid and receipts are submitted to 

PENNVEST for review.  

  

     "PENNVEST continues to make valuable and 

prudent use of the state revolving fund," said Gov. 

Wolf.  "As we continue to soar past the landmark of 

$10 billion invested in clean water projects, it is 

evident that there is still a need for infrastructure 

improvement and I'm proud to be part of a 

successful system that provides efficient support 

while saving Pennsylvanians money."  

  

     A list of project summaries follows: 

  

Drinking Water Projects  

  

Armstrong County 

  

• Kittanning Suburban Joint Water Authority - 

received a $3,421,000 loan to install a new 

300,000-gallon glass-fused to steel-bolted water 

tank and new mixers in all six water tanks 

throughout the system.  These upgrades will 

increase water reliability for system users and 

improve water quality by removing additional 

dirty filter media. 

   

Clinton County 

  

• City of Lock Haven - received a $5,000,000 loan 

to make improvements to the Warren Ohl dam, 

including a dam crest parapet wall, spillway 

terminal structure, and repairs to the spillway 

slab.  The project will improve the structural 

integrity of a 58-year-old dam that has been 

cited for deficiencies. 

  

 

Dauphin County  

  

• Capital Region Water - received a $41,622,000 

loan to replace approximately 6,300 feet of 

water main and associated piping in the Allison 

Hill district of the City of Harrisburg as well as 

structural improvements to the DeHart dam, 

which experiences extreme seepage and an 

inadequate spillway capacity.  The project will 

address safety concerns and water delivery 

deficiencies and is part of PENNVEST's 

programmatic financing (ProFi) program. 

  

Lebanon County  

  

• Mt. Gretna Campmeeting Association - received 

a $1,404,527 loan to demolish a water storage 

tank and construct a replacement tank, including 

updated treatment improvements and flow 

meters.  The project will increase the reliability 

of potable water and water pressure to the 

service area.  

  

Luzerne County  

  

• Hazleton City Authority - received a $3,300,000 

loan to replace and relocated existing pressure-

regulating valves, currently located in below-

grade pits, to above-grade installations.  The 

project will increase system reliability and 

eliminate unaccounted-for water loss. 

  

• Hazleton City Authority - received a $1,857,220 

loan to make improvements to an existing, 

damaged pump station, which is a critical 

component of the authority's system and key to 

the authority's drought planning strategy.  The 

project will restore reliable drinking water to a 

major portion of the service area while also 

modernizing a completely inoperable facility.  

  

Mercer County  

  

• Municipal Authority of the Borough of 

Greenville - received an $8,980,553 loan to 

replace 25,600 feet of leaded-joint, cast-iron 

piping and associated connections, while also 

relocating the Hadley Road booster station.  The 

project will remove lead-containing materials 

from the system and reduce the presence of 

disinfection residuals and byproducts.  
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Philadelphia County  

  

• City of Philadelphia - received a $125,000,000 

loan to construct two new five-million-gallon, 

below-grade clear well basins with green roof 

tops, which will support the Torresdale and 

Lardner's Point pump stations.  The project will 

improve the city's overall water capacity and 

reliability.  

  

Wastewater Projects  

  

Cambria County 

  

• West Branch Sewer Authority - received a 

$4,029,500 loan to replace an existing, outdated 

ultraviolet disinfection system and make 

additional electrical improvements.  The project 

will result in cleaner and more efficient sludge 

processing.  

  

Union County 

  

• Hartleton Borough Municipal Authority - 

received a $44,223 grant and a $1,369,372 loan 

to replace an existing wastewater treatment 

plant with a more efficient concrete-activated 

sludge plant, including a new fine screen and 

ultraviolet disinfection system.  The project will 

allow the authority to maintain compliance with 

effluent discharge limits.  

  

Stormwater Projects  

  

Westmoreland County 

  

• Penn Township - received a $2,226,427 loan to 

install approximately 1,700 feet of new storm 

piping and associated inlets and stilling 

well.  The project will address flooding along 

Dolly Avenue and throughout the Harrison Park 

area and will also incorporate green 

infrastructure through bioretention ponds.  

 

Non-Point Source Projects  

  

Luzerne County 

  

• Luzerne Conservation District - received a 

$630,000 grant to construct a concrete manure 

storage tank and associated transfer system, as 

well as storm drainage components on the 

Kevin Drasher farm, a beef and dairy 

operation.  The project will implement 

agricultural Best Management Practices (BMPs) 

and will reduce 4,163 pounds of sediment and 

4,937 pounds of nitrogen from the Chesapeake 

Bay watershed annually.  

 

Somerset County  

  

• Somerset County Conservation District 

- received a $682,638 grant to construct a 

circular manure storage structure and a roofed, 

heavy-use manure stacking area at the Joe 

Walker farm, a dairy operation in Summit 

Township.  The project will annually eliminate 

5,794 pounds of nitrogen and associated runoff 

into a tributary of the Blue Lick Creek and 

ultimately, the Ohio River.  

  

* denotes projects that have Drinking Water State 

Revolving Funds  

  

** denotes projects that are funded with Clean 

Water State Revolving Funds  

 

Source:  Governor Wolf's Press Office, 4/20/2022  

 

EPA, DOE Report Catalogs 

Benefits for Consumers, 

Appliance Industry and 

Environment since 2009  
 

 new report to Congress on the ENERGY 

STAR Program documents program 

improvements and expansion that have 

helped American consumers, industry, and the 

environment since 2009, when the Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA) and the Department of 

Energy (DOE) realigned responsibilities regarding 

home appliances. These improvements include: 

 

• Nine ENERGY STAR appliance specification 

updates in order to keep product specifications 

up to date with a changing marketplace; 

 

• Two new appliance product categories – 

residential clothes dryers and commercial 

A 
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clothes washers to the program to expand 

savings opportunities for consumers; 

 

• The launch of the ENERGY STAR Most 

Efficient recognition program to highlight 

super-efficient products, including refrigerators, 

clothes washers, dishwashers, clothes dryers, 

room air conditioners, and dehumidifiers as part 

of an integrated effort to enable consumers to 

identify the top performing products; 

 

• Revised test procedures for home appliances 

that reflect advancements in the home appliance 

market; 

 

• Third-party certification to support the integrity 

of the ENERGY STAR label; 

 

• A sophisticated, consumer-oriented ENERGY 

STAR Product Finder tool that leverages a 

single, integrated database of product testing 

results; 

 

• Updated ENERGY STAR Products Program 

Strategy and Guiding Principles; 

 

• A more effective consumer education strategy 

integrated across all product categories and 

coordinated nationally throughout the year, as 

well as an evolution in the design of utility 

rebate programs (i.e., the ENERGY STAR 

Retail Products Platform); 

 

• And the formalization of the product 

specification setting process into a standard 

operating procedure, providing additional 

transparency, clarity and increased stakeholder 

participation. 

 

     The joint report was written in response to a 

request from Congress to review the 2009 EPA-

DOE Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) on 

Improving the Energy Efficiency of Products and 

Buildings and the extent to which expected 

efficiencies for ENERGY STAR home appliances 

have been achieved. EPA and DOE find that the 

realignment of roles that resulted from the 2009 

MOU facilitated program improvements to the 

benefit of American consumers, ENERGY STAR 

partners, including the appliance industry, and the 

environment. 

 

     The ENERGY STAR Products Program has 

grown to include more than 75 product categories 

and to partner with 2,000 manufacturers, 1,850 

retailers, 800 energy efficiency program 

administrators and others seeking to help consumers 

select products that can save them money and help 

protect the environment. Americans purchased more 

than 300 million products earning the ENERGY 

STAR label in 2018 with a market value of more 

than $100 billion. An average of 800,000 ENERGY 

STAR certified products was sold every day in 

2018, bringing the total to more than 6 billion 

products sold since 1992.  Since its inception, 

ENERGY STAR and its partners have helped 

American families and businesses save more than 4 

trillion kilowatt-hours of electricity and achieve 

over 3.5 billion metric tons of greenhouse gas 

reductions, equivalent to the annual emissions of 

more than 750 million cars. 

 

     More information on the report may be found 

here: EPA Energy Star Report to Congress 

https://www.energystar.gov/sites/default/files/asset/

document/EPA%20Energy%20Star%20Report%20t

o%20Congress_FINAL_3-30-2022.pdf. 

 

Source:  EPA Press Release, 4/21/2022  

 

# # # # # # # 

 

    This newsletter provides general information, 

not legal advice as to any specific matter.  It 

should not be used as a substitute for appropriate 

legal advice. 
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