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EPA Announces Availability 

of $20 Million to Reduce 

Lead in Drinking Water 
 

n February 18, 2022, the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

announced $20 million in available grant 

funding to assist communities and schools with 

removing sources of lead in drinking water.  This 

grant funding, and additional funding through the 

Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, will help make rapid 

progress on the goal of addressing lead and 

removing lead pipes across the country. 

 

     “A pillar of our work at EPA is ensuring that 

every person in every community has safe drinking 

water,” said EPA Assistant Administrator for Water 

Radhika Fox. “This grant funding will help reduce 

exposure to lead in drinking water and should be 

used to support underserved communities that are 

most at risk for exposure.” 

 

     Under the Water Infrastructure 

Improvements for the Nation (WIIN) Act, EPA is 

announcing the availability of $10 million for 

projects to conduct lead service line replacements or 

implement corrosion control improvements and $10 

million for projects that remove sources of lead in 

drinking water (e.g., fixtures, fountains, outlets and 

plumbing materials) in schools or childcare 

facilities. 

 

     EPA will award this funding in alignment with 

the goals of the Biden-Harris Administration’s 

Justice40 Initiative, which seeks to deliver at least 

40 percent of the benefits of certain federal 

investments to underserved communities. The 

agency encourages applications that support equity 

by prioritizing underserved communities, those with 

lead reduction projects at drinking water systems 

with at least one lead action level exceedance within 

the last three years, as well as those with schools 

with at least 50% of the children receiving free and 

reduced lunch, in Head Start facilities, and/or in 

areas with additional environmental health burdens 

(e.g., areas with older buildings likely to have lead-

based paint). 

 

     This WIIN grant will be competed through a 

Request for Application process. The funding 

opportunity will remain open for 60 days 

on www.grants.gov. 

 

     Learn more about this grant and EPA’s WIIN 

grant programs at https://www.epa.gov/ground-

water-and-drinking-water/drinking-water-grants. 

 

Background 

 

     Lead poses serious health risks to both children 

and adults but children are especially vulnerable. 

Low-income and other historically underserved 

communities typically experience high levels of 

lead in their drinking water because they are 

disproportionately served by lead services lines. 

In addition to this announcement of funding 

availability, EPA is working with states, tribes, and 
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territories to award over $50 million in fiscal year 

2021 funding through EPA’s two other drinking 

water grant programs established by WIIN—the 

Voluntary Lead Testing in Schools and Child Care 

grant program and the Small, Underserved and 

Disadvantaged Communities (SUDC) Grant. 

 

Source:  EPA Press Release, 2/18/2022 

 

New Study: Lead 

contamination common in 

Philly school drinking water  
 

In 98% of schools sampled, one or more drinking 

fountain test positive for lead. 

 

ducation Fund, the PennEnvironment 

Research & Policy Center and the Black 

Church Center for Justice and Equality 

(BCC) released a new report 

https://pennenvironment.org/sites/environment/files

/reports/Lead%20in%20the%20Water.Feb2022.pdf 

on February 16, 2022 reviewing data on self-

reported samples for lead in drinking water from 65 

Philadelphia public schools. Lead in the 

Water showed that 98% of the Philadelphia public 

schools tested had drinking water samples 

contaminated with lead, and 61% of all 

outlets tested across the district were tainted with 

lead. Outlets include water fountains, kitchen 

faucets, hydration stations, and classroom and 

bathroom sinks. 

 

     An interactive web page was also launched along 

with the report. That resource will allow community 

members to easily find the test results for their 

neighborhood schools. This can be found 

at https://pennpirg.org/feature/pap/lead-in-

philadelphia-schools. 

 

     "Schools should be safe places where our kids go 

to learn, achieve, and grow up to be productive 

citizens in society," stated PennEnvironment 

Research & Policy Center Executive Director David 

Masur. "Instead, our study shows the pervasive 

threat of lead in drinking water faces Philadelphia 

kids when they enter our school buildings. It's time 

for district officials to address this threat once and 

for all." 

     Besides looking at trends across the school 

district, the report also includes specific data about 

each individual school where district officials tested 

for lead. Some of the major findings include:  

 

• The highest lead sample found was 8,768 parts 

per billion (ppb) at an outlet at Duckrey Public 

School. According to the Environmental 

Protection Agency, there is no safe level of lead 

and the allowable level in Philadelphia is 10ppb.   

 

• Longstreth Elementary School had the most 

outlets with lead contamination, 49 out of 56. 

 

• Duckrey Elementary had the highest percentage 

(100%) of outlets with lead, 7 out of 7 outlets 

tested had lead levels over 10 ppb. Two schools 

tied for the second highest percentage (90%) of 

outlets with lead contamination: Bethune 

Elementary School (37 of 41) 

and Moffet School (27 of 30). 

 

     "We possess a sacred charge to care for each 

child as our own, to guarantee that their schools are 

safe spaces for them to learn, grow, eat, and drink,'' 

said Pastor Willie Francois, President of the Black 

Church Center for Justice and Equality. "With that, 

it becomes our moral duty, as a community, to 

ensure that the water our children consume, while at 

school, is safe and free from lead." 

 

     The groups have called on district officials to use 

less than 1% of their $1 billion in federal stimulus 

funds to replace old water fountains with lead 

filtering hydration stations. To date, the district has 

not made this commitment. This action is needed 

now more than ever, because all of the old water 

fountains are turned off during the pandemic to 

prevent students from drinking directly from the 

mouthpiece and potentially spreading COVID-19. 

Given this, many students do not have access to 

drinking water throughout the school day. The few 

hydration stations that are already in schools are 

still on, since they can fill a water bottle without 

direct contact. More hydration stations would 

ensure that all students have water during this time 

and after the pandemic is over. 

 

     "The extent of lead contamination in our schools' 

drinking water is unacceptable," PennPIRG 

Education Fund Advocate Emma Horst-Martz said. 

E 
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"The School District of Philadelphia and city 

leaders must take action to protect Philly's most 

vulnerable population from the lifelong effects of 

lead exposure." 

 

     To write this report, the organizations pulled 

data on water test samples for lead in school 

buildings across the city from the School District of 

Philadelphia, which was required to be made 

publicly available. The data was then consolidated 

to not only look at trends across city schools but 

also determine lead contamination in individual 

school buildings and compare those totals between 

locations.  

 

     A law passed by the city council in 2017 requires 

the school district to test every outlet in every 

school building across the city by the end of 2022 

According to the publicly available data, the district 

has only tested 29% of school buildings - even 

though they are 80% of the way through that 

required timeline. 

 

     "Every child needs access to safe and ample 

drinking water in their schools - the health of our 

students is critical to their success, and the success 

of our entire city," said Councilmember Helen 

Gym. "I was proud to join with advocates and 

activists to win modern hydration stations for every 

school and stricter standard against toxins, but we 

must go further to eliminate the threat of lead and 

increase water access in every school in 

Philadelphia. I am grateful for the continued 

advocacy from PennEnvironment and PennPIRG to 

help school communities understand the conditions 

of our schools, and will continue my work to ensure 

the comprehensive remediation of every school, to 

provide every student with fresh, safe water." 

 

     "Children, especially those in the pre-K-7-year-

old age range, and particularly children of color and 

those from low-wealth communities, are among 

those most vulnerable to environmental toxins and 

exposures of all kinds,'' said Jerry Roseman, 

Director of Environmental Science and 

Occupational Safety and Health for the Philadelphia 

Federation of Teachers Health & Welfare Fund & 

Union. "Substandard conditions in many school 

spaces continue to exist and to present health risks 

to students, as well as staff; ensuring that adequate, 

accessible and lead-free drinking water is readily 

available to all students and other school occupants 

is an absolute bottom line requirement for every 

school in Philadelphia." 

 

Source:  PennEnvironment Press Release, 

2/17/2022 

 

EPA’s Local Government 

Advisory Committee Adopts 

Infrastructure 

Recommendations (Pa.) 
 

n February 18, 2022, EPA’s Local 

Government Advisory Committee (LGAC) 

adopted recommendations to present to U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

Administrator Michael S. Regan on the agency’s 

implementation of the Bipartisan Infrastructure 

Law. The committee was asked for input on how to 

implement the historic infrastructure investments in 

a way that achieves the Administration’s climate 

and environmental justice goals and meets the needs 

of local governments. 

 

     “EPA is committed to maximizing the impact of 

this historic investment in communities across the 

country to cut pollution where it’s needed most, 

improve climate resilience, and create good-paying 

jobs,” said EPA Administrator Michael S. Regan. 

“To achieve this vision, we must depend on the 

wisdom and expertise of our local, state, Tribal, and 

territorial partners. I thank the members of the 

LGAC for providing their thoughtful and 

meaningful input as EPA takes our next steps to 

deploy these transformational resources.” 

 

     “I am thrilled by the LGAC’s adoption of the 

Bipartisan Infrastructure Legislation guidance letter 

today,” said Philadelphia City Councilmember 

Katherine Gilmore Richardson. “As Vice Chair of 

the Environmental Justice Working Group of the 

LGAC, I am hyper focused on ensuring that EPA 

holds itself and its state and local partners 

accountable to achieving the goals of the Justice 40 

initiative The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law is a 

once in a lifetime opportunity to not only address 

historic environmental injustices, but also an 

important chance to rebuild trust with communities 

O 
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and prevent future harm. I want to thank my 

colleagues on the LGAC for their hard work and 

dedication, especially my fellow LGAC Executive 

Committee members including our Environmental 

Justice Committee chair, Mayor Deana Holiday 

Ingraham, and the EPA staff who helped us achieve 

this first milestone so quickly.” 

 

     Recognizing the importance of infrastructure 

investments to local communities, the LGAC 

devoted the last seven weeks to reviewing and 

developing cross-cutting advice across many of 

EPA’s infrastructure programs. Key 

recommendations include: 

 

• Expanding the technical assistance available to 

help local governments access funding, upgrade 

their infrastructure, and ensure climate and 

equity are incorporated into their projects. 

 

• Providing training and education at every level 

of government on environmental justice and 

encouraging the use of available tools and data 

to make informed, equitable decisions. 

 

• Issuing guidance to encourage infrastructure 

projects that do not contribute to climate 

pollution. 

 

• Encouraging state partners to engage with 

communities, solicit project ideas from local 

governments, and include them in decision-

making processes. 

 

• Adding flexibility in allowable costs to enable 

investments in workforce development, 

community outreach, and the development of 

regional partnerships. 

 

     The Committee’s full letter of recommendation, 

voted out today, will be posted to EPA’s website 

once signed by the LGAC leadership. 

The LGAC is comprised 

https://www.epa.gov/ocir/local-government-

advisory-committee-members of 35 members 

including 17 women, 16 people of color, and 

representation from 30 different states, Tribal 

nations, and U.S. territories, representing a diverse 

cross-section of cities, counties, towns, and 

communities across the United States. The 

Administrator appointed 

https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-announces-

appointments-local-government-advisory-

committee 34 new members to the Committee last 

year, as well as 16 members to the LGAC’s Small 

Communities Advisory Subcommittee. 

 

Background 

 

     Chartered in 1993 under the Federal Advisory 

Committee Act, the Local Government Advisory 

Committee provides independent and objective 

policy advice to the EPA Administrator on a broad 

range of issues affecting local governments. The 

Small Community Advisory Subcommittee was 

established by EPA in 1996 to advise the 

Administrator on environmental issues of concern 

to the residents of smaller communities. 

 

     LGAC members represent counties, cities, small 

communities, tribes, states and territories and bring 

diverse views and perspectives from around the 

country. The LGAC’s initial work is conducted in 

its Small Communities Advisory Subcommittee and 

four workgroups: Air and Climate, America’s 

Waters and Water Infrastructure, Healthy 

Communities, and Environmental Justice. Visit 

EPA’s website: Local Government Advisory 

Committee (LGAC) / US EPA 

https://www.epa.gov/ocir/local-government-

advisory-committee-lgac for more information. 

 

Source:  EPA Press Release, 2/18/2022  

 

Damage Prevention 

Committee Actions 

Announced Against 

Underground Facility 

Owners, Excavators and 

Project Owners  
 

Latest Enforcement Actions Reflect 205 

Disciplinary Actions Against 105 Underground 

Facility Owners, Excavator & Project Owners 

 

 total of 205 disciplinary actions, including 

$127,225 in administrative penalties, have 

been taken against 105 underground facility A 

https://www.epa.gov/ocir/local-government-advisory-committee-members
https://www.epa.gov/ocir/local-government-advisory-committee-members
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owners, excavators and project owners in the latest 

enforcement actions 

https://www.puc.pa.gov/media/1807/dpc_case_sum

maries020822.pdf by the Public Utility 

Commission's (PUC's) Damage Prevention 

Committee (DPC).  These actions were taken during 

the DPC's February 2022 meeting. 

 

     The DPC is tasked with enforcing the state's 

Underground Utility Line Protection Act - also 

known as the "PA One Call Law." Penalties are 

payable to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. The 

Commission will offset the costs of administering 

this program through the penalties collected. 

 

Digging Safety - PA One Call 

 

     While underground lines are often "out of sight 

and out of mind," every hit poses a risk to the 

contractors and homeowners who are doing the 

digging; to utility workers and emergency 

responders who are mobilized when lines are 

struck; and to bystanders who live, work or travel 

near the locations of the incidents.  

 

     State law requires contractors and residents to 

contact PA One Call https://www.pa1call.org/ at 

least three business days prior to excavation - 

triggering alerts to all utilities within an intended 

digging area and prompting utilities to mark where 

their facilities are located. Pennsylvanians can dial 

8-1-1 to connect with the One Call system, while 

out-of-state residents or businesses can call 1-800-

242-1776. 

 

     When the PUC first took on the role of enforcing 

the state's One Call Law, underground lines across 

the state were struck more than 6,000 times per year 

- but the situation continues to steadily improve, 

thanks to education, public awareness and 

enforcement. 

 

About the DPC 

 

     The DPC is a peer-based group of 13 

representatives, nominated by their industry or 

affiliated organization and appointed by the PUC. 

The DPC meets regularly 

https://www.puc.pa.gov/media/1737/2022_dpc_mee

ting_schedule.pdf to review alleged violations of 

Act 50 and make informal determinations as to the 

appropriate response including, but not limited to, 

the issuance of warning letters, mandatory training 

programs and/or administrative penalties.  

 

     Summaries and actions 

https://www.puc.pa.gov/pipeline/damage-

prevention-committee/ taken at monthly DPC 

meetings are available on the PUC's website.   

Creation of the committee was authorized by Act 50 

of 2017, which enhances Pennsylvania's 

Underground Utility Line Protection Act - also 

known as the "One Call Law."  

 

About the Bureau of Investigation & Enforcement 

 

     As the independent investigation and 

enforcement bureau of the PUC, I&E enforces state 

and federal pipeline safety, electric safety and motor 

carrier safety laws and regulations and represents 

the public interest in ratemaking and service matters 

before the PUC's Office of Administrative Law 

Judge.  I&E has the authority to bring enforcement 

action, seek emergency orders from the 

Commission or take other steps to ensure public 

safety. 

 

Source:  PUC Press Release, 2/18/2022  

 

New Story Map Showcases 

World Class Water Quality 

Monitoring System 
 

ne of the largest basin-specific, real-time 

water quality monitoring programs in the 

nation happens to be in our backyard. And 

now you can easily learn about it with our newly 

published interactive story map 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/31b7c09d2cba4

3cd9e5333752b6e1b62. 

 

     The Commission's Continuous Instream 

Monitoring (CIM) https://www.srbc.net/continuous-

instream-monitoring system collects water quality 

data with intense measurement frequency (readings 

every 15 minutes), and conditions are documented 

24/7 at fixed locations for years supporting 

scientific analyses of long-term environmental 

changes and trends. 

 

O 

https://www.puc.pa.gov/media/1807/dpc_case_summaries020822.pdf
https://www.puc.pa.gov/media/1807/dpc_case_summaries020822.pdf
https://www.pa1call.org/
https://www.puc.pa.gov/media/1737/2022_dpc_meeting_schedule.pdf
https://www.puc.pa.gov/media/1737/2022_dpc_meeting_schedule.pdf
https://www.puc.pa.gov/pipeline/damage-prevention-committee/
https://www.puc.pa.gov/pipeline/damage-prevention-committee/
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/31b7c09d2cba43cd9e5333752b6e1b62
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/31b7c09d2cba43cd9e5333752b6e1b62
https://www.srbc.net/continuous-instream-monitoring
https://www.srbc.net/continuous-instream-monitoring


6 

     From the story map, you can learn about the 

Commission's real-time water quality monitoring 

efforts since 2003. You can explore the profiles of 

more than 75 watersheds in the Susquehanna River 

Basin. The dashboard will show you watershed-

specific data on fish and bug health, long-term 

temperature trends and acidity levels, just to name a 

few parameters available. And you can browse 

photos of each watershed, equipment in use, and our 

scientists in action. 

 

     The dashboard is awesome!" said Allyson 

Gibson, Director of Lancaster County Clean Water 

Partners, referring to the easily navigable public 

component of the CIM. And Arianne Proctor, Chief 

of Minerals Division at PA's Department of 

Conservation & Natural Resources said, "The CIM 

story map does a beautiful job describing the 

purpose of the monitoring network and providing 

users with incredibly detailed information 

summarized in an easy to visualize, meaningful 

format. A versatile tool for everyone in the Basin! 

 

     The CIM's expanded network can assist 

emergency managers with spill response, 

forecasting pollutant movement and alerting water 

supply operators before hazardous waste reaches 

their intakes. Many CIM stations are monitoring 

water quality in areas of the Basin where 

unconventional natural gas production is underway. 

 

     The Commission is committed to long-term 

environmental monitoring in order to provide a 

thorough understanding of the Basin's water quality 

conditions and aquatic ecosystem health. The data 

CIM provides are essential for effective policy-

making, wise allotment of limited restoration of 

funds and overall management of the Basin's 

resources. 

 

Source:  SRBC Press Release, 2/15/2022 

 

President Biden, EPA $1 

Billion Investment from the 

Bipartisan Infrastructure 

Law Will Accelerate Cleanup 

Efforts and Benefit 

Pennsylvania 
  

EPA Projects Work to Be Completed at 22 of 25 

Remaining Great Lakes “Areas of Concern” by 

2030 

 

n February 17, 2022, President Biden and 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Administrator Michael S. Regan will 

announce that as a direct result of the Bipartisan 

Infrastructure Law, EPA will make significant 

progress in the clean-up and restoration of the Great 

Lakes’ most environmentally degraded sites, 

securing clean water and a better environment for 

millions of Americans in the Great Lakes region. 

The agency will use the bulk of the $1 billion 

investment in the Great Lakes from the Bipartisan 

Infrastructure Law to clean up and restore severely 

degraded sites, known as “Areas of Concern” or 

AOCs. This will allow for a major acceleration of 

progress that will deliver significant environmental, 

economic, health, and recreational benefits for 

communities throughout the Great Lakes region. 

 

     “The Great Lakes are a vital economic engine 

and an irreplaceable environmental wonder, 

supplying drinking water for more than 40 million 

people, supporting more than 1.3 million jobs, and 

sustaining life for thousands of species. Through the 

investments from President Biden’s Bipartisan 

Infrastructure Law, we will make unprecedented 

progress in our efforts to restore and protect the 

waters and the communities of the Great Lakes 

basin,” said EPA Administrator Michael S. Regan. 

“Building a better America means investing in our 

natural resources and the communities they 

support.” 

 

     White House Senior Advisor and Infrastructure 

Implementation Coordinator Mitch Landrieu said, 

“With this investment, President Biden is delivering 

major environmental, public health, and economic 

wins for the Great Lakes region. Building a better 

America requires us to confront legacy pollution 

and clean up the environment – ensuring our kids 

drink clean water and creating good-paying jobs in 

the process. We know that cleaning up these 

waterways and improving the health of the Great 

Lakes will also create great economic opportunities 

O 
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for communities across the eight-state region and 

beyond.” 

 

     In 2018, an independent economic study from 

the Great Lakes Commission and the University of 

Michigan found that every Great Lakes Restoration 

Initiative dollar spent produces an additional $3.35 

of economic activity. For older industrial cities, 

including AOCs such as Buffalo and Detroit, the 

study found that there may be more than $4 in 

additional economic activity for each federal dollar 

spent. A 2020 analysis of the Great Lakes 

determined that the region supports more than 1.3 

million jobs, generating $82 billion in wages 

annually. 

 

     EPA projects that the Bipartisan Infrastructure 

Law funding, combined with funds from annual 

Great Lakes Restoration Initiative appropriations 

and funding from other sources, will, between now 

and the end of 2030, enable the Agency and its 

partners to bring work to completion across 22 of 

the 25 remaining AOCs, with Bipartisan 

Infrastructure Law funding directly supporting 11 of 

these sites. In sum this will leave only three of the 

original 31 U.S. AOCs with work remaining, with 

those sites also benefiting from Bipartisan 

Infrastructure Law funding. In the coming months, 

EPA will release more detailed information on 

implementation of the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law 

funding for the Great Lakes. 

 

     EPA will award this funding in accordance with 

the Biden Administration’s Justice40 Initiative, 

which promises to deliver at least 40 percent of the 

overall benefits from key federal investments to 

underserved communities. The effort also supports 

President Biden’s America the Beautiful initiative, 

which includes commitments to honor the nation’s 

conservation traditions, private property rights, the 

sovereignty of Tribal Nations, and the values and 

priorities of local communities. 

 

     In addition to support from the Bipartisan 

Infrastructure Law directed toward cleaning up the 

AOCs, EPA will continue the agency’s work to 

address other key issues such as addressing harmful 

algal blooms, nutrient reduction activities, 

protecting against invasive species, and monitoring 

the health of the Great Lakes. EPA anticipates 

additional resources could be available for these and 

other priorities because of the infusion of resources 

from the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law. 

 

     “The health of the Great Lakes is critical to 

protecting the ecosystem and ensuring that they 

thrive for future generations. The lakes are not only 

wonderous natural resources but they're also an 

economic driver and destination for recreational 

opportunities,” said Gov. Tom Wolf. “I'm pleased 

that the Biden Administration is committed to 

investing in critical restoration projects through the 

Bipartisan Infrastructure Law. Projects like these 

not only address specific areas of concern but will 

have a positive long-term impact on our own Lake 

Erie and all of our Great Lakes." 

 

     To see the full list of Areas of Concerns and 

anticipated work completion and delisting dates 

please visit: https://www.epa.gov/great-lakes-

aocs/list-great-lakes-aocs.  

 

Source:  EPA Press Release, 2/17/2022 

 

# # # # # # # 

 

    This newsletter provides general information, 

not legal advice as to any specific matter.  It 

should not be used as a substitute for appropriate 

legal advice. 
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