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EPA Administrator Regan 

Announces Comprehensive 

National Strategy to 

Confront PFAS Pollution 
 

n Oct. 18, 2021, U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA) Administrator 

Michael S. Regan announced the agency's 

comprehensive Strategic Roadmap to confront 

PFAS contamination nationwide. The Roadmap is 

the result of a thorough analysis conducted by the 

EPA Council on PFAS that Administrator Regan 

established in April 2021. EPA's Roadmap is 

centered on three guiding strategies: Increase 

investments in research, leverage authorities to take 

action now to restrict PFAS chemicals from being 

released into the environment, and accelerate the 

cleanup of PFAS contamination. North Carolina 

Governor Roy Cooper and other elected leaders will 

join Administrator Regan at North Carolina State 

University in Raleigh, NC, for the announcement.  

 

     "For far too long, families across America - 

especially those in underserved communities - have 

suffered from PFAS in their water, their air, or in 

the land their children play on," said EPA 

Administrator Michael S. Regan. "This 

comprehensive, national PFAS strategy will deliver 

protections to people who are hurting, by advancing 

bold and concrete actions that address the full 

lifecycle of these chemicals. Let there be no doubt 

that EPA is listening, we have your back, and we 

are laser focused on protecting people from 

pollution and holding polluters accountable." 

 

     "This roadmap commits the EPA to quickly 

setting enforceable drinking water limits for these 

chemicals as well as giving stronger tools to 

communities to protect people's health and the 

environment," said North Carolina Governor Roy 

Cooper. "As we continue partnering with the EPA 

on this and other important efforts, the Bipartisan 

Infrastructure Deal and the larger budget resolution 

would provide critical help by dedicating significant 

resources to address PFAS contamination." 

 

     The Strategic Roadmap delivers on the agency's 

mission to protect public health and the 

environment and answers the call for action on 

these persistent and dangerous chemicals. Today, 

alongside the release of the Roadmap, the agency is 

announcing a new national testing 

strategy that requires PFAS manufacturers to 

provide the agency with toxicity data and 

information on categories of PFAS chemicals. The 

PFAS to be tested will be selected based on an 

approach that breaks the large number of PFAS 

today into smaller categories based on similar 

features and considers what existing data are 

available for each category. EPA's initial set of test 

orders for PFAS, which are expected in a matter of 

months, will be strategically selected from more 

than 20 different categories of PFAS. This set of 

orders will provide the agency with critical 

information on more than 2,000 other similar PFAS 

that fall within these categories. 
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     The Roadmap lays out: 

 

• Aggressive timelines to set enforceable drinking 

water limits under the Safe Drinking Water Act 

to ensure water is safe to drink in every 

community. 

• A hazardous substance designation under 

CERCLA, to strengthen the ability to hold 

polluters financially accountable. 

• Timelines for action-whether it is data collection 

or rulemaking-on Effluent Guideline 

Limitations under the Clean Water Act for nine 

industrial categories. 

• A review of past actions on PFAS taken under 

the Toxic Substances Control Act to address 

those that are insufficiently protective. 

• Increased monitoring, data collection and 

research so that the agency can identify what 

actions are needed and when to take them. 

• A final toxicity assessment for GenX, which can 

be used to develop health advisories that will 

help communities make informed decisions to 

better protect human health and ecological 

wellness. 

• Continued efforts to build the technical 

foundation needed on PFAS air emissions to 

inform future actions under the Clean Air Act.   

 

     "I'm encouraged that EPA is giving this urgent 

public health threat the attention and seriousness it 

deserves," said Senator Tom Carper. "This is truly a 

soup-to-nuts plan-one that commits to cleaning up 

PFAS in our environment while also putting 

protections in place to prevent more of these forever 

chemicals from finding their way into our lives. 

After the previous administration failed to follow 

through on its plan to address PFAS contamination, 

EPA's new leadership promised action. I look 

forward to working with them on living up to this 

commitment." 

 

     "Communities contaminated by these toxic 

forever chemicals have waited decades for 

action," said Ken Cook, President of the 

Environmental Working Group. "So, it's good news 

that Administrator Regan will fulfill President 

Biden's pledge to take quick action to reduce PFOA 

and PFOS in tap water, to restrict industrial releases 

of PFAS into the air and water, and to designate 

PFOA and PFOS as hazardous substances to hold 

polluters accountable. It's been more than 20 years 

since EPA and EWG first learned that these toxic 

forever chemicals were building up in our blood and 

increasing our likelihood of cancer and other health 

harms. It's time for action, not more plans, and that's 

what this Administrator will deliver. As significant 

as these actions are, they are just the first of many 

actions needed to protect us from PFAS, as the 

Administrator has said." 

 

     EPA's Strategic Roadmap is a critical step 

forward in addressing PFAS pollution. Every level 

of government - from local, to state, to Tribal, to 

federal will need to exercise increased and sustained 

leadership to continue the momentum and make 

progress on PFAS. President Biden has called for 

more than $10 billion in funding to address PFAS 

contamination through his Build Back Better 

agenda and the Bipartisan Infrastructure Deal. 

These critical resources will enable EPA and other 

federal agencies to scale up the research and work, 

so that they meet the scale of the PFAS challenge. 

 

     Over the coming weeks, EPA will be working to 

partner for progress on PFAS. The agency will be 

engaging with a wide range of stakeholders to 

continue to identify collaborative solutions to the 

PFAS challenge, including two national webinars 

that will be held on October 26 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/webinar-pfas-

strategic-roadmap-epas-commitments-to-action-

2021-2024-registration-192874531917 and 

November 2 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/webinar-pfas-

strategic-roadmap-epas-commitments-to-action-

2021-2024-registration-193150888507. Please 

RSVP to the webinars using the hyperlinked dates.   

 

Background 

 

     In April 2021, Administrator Regan established 

the EPA Council on PFAS to address the dangerous 

impacts of PFAS contamination and meet the needs 

of EPA's partners and communities across the 

United States. To date, under the Biden-Harris 

Administration, EPA has: 

 

• Launched a national PFAS testing strategy.  

Restarted rule development process for 

designating PFOA and PFOS as CERCLA 

hazardous substances.  Built momentum to set 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/webinar-pfas-strategic-roadmap-epas-commitments-to-action-2021-2024-registration-192874531917
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/webinar-pfas-strategic-roadmap-epas-commitments-to-action-2021-2024-registration-192874531917
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/webinar-pfas-strategic-roadmap-epas-commitments-to-action-2021-2024-registration-192874531917
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/webinar-pfas-strategic-roadmap-epas-commitments-to-action-2021-2024-registration-193150888507
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/webinar-pfas-strategic-roadmap-epas-commitments-to-action-2021-2024-registration-193150888507
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/webinar-pfas-strategic-roadmap-epas-commitments-to-action-2021-2024-registration-193150888507
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national primary drinking water standard for 

PFOA and PFOS, announced actions to stop 

companies from dumping PFAS into America's 

waterways.  Formed a workgroup to champion 

regulating PFAS as categories.  Proposed a rule 

to expand data collection efforts on PFAS. 

• Started planning to conduct expanded 

nationwide monitoring for PFAS in drinking 

water.  Announced robust review process for 

new PFAS.  Released preliminary Toxics 

Release Inventory data on PFAS.  Updated a 

toxicity assessment for PFBS after rigorous 

scientific review. 

• Released a draft PFBA toxicity assessment for 

public comment and external peer review. 

 

     Additional information on the Strategic 

Roadmap: https://www.epa.gov/pfas. 

 

Source:  EPA Press Release, 10/18/2021 

 

Peak Water Demands in the 

Delaware River Basin Have 

Likely Occurred  
 

New DRBC report shows that despite population 

increases, water use is projected to decrease; 

consumptive use is projected to remain constant 

 

he Delaware River Basin Commission 

(DRBC) recently published a report entitled 

Water Withdrawal and Consumptive Use 

Estimates for the Delaware River Basin (1990-

2017) with Projections through 2060.  

 

     "DRBC's planning programs include the 

evaluation of sustainable water availability in the 

Delaware River Basin, supporting efforts to ensure 

water security for over 13 million people in four 

states," DRBC Executive Director Steve Tambini 

said. "This is the first time in DRBC's history that 

nearly 30 years of water use data have been used to 

project future water withdrawals and consumptive 

water uses for multiple water use sectors." 

 

     Most of the water used in the Basin comes from 

surface water. Major water use sectors highlighted 

in this report include public water supply, power 

generation, industry, mining, irrigation, self-

supplied domestic (private water wells) and out-of-

basin transfers. The report also evaluated and 

projected consumptive use, or water that is 

withdrawn from the Basin but is not returned; 

examples include out-of-basin water transfers and 

water lost to evaporation from being used for 

cooling purposes in power generation. 

 

     The data show that peak water withdrawals in 

the Basin have likely already occurred. Further, 

despite a continued increase in population, water 

demands are projected to decrease through 2060. 

More people using less water overall is indicative of 

the benefits of water efficiency in the Basin.  

 

     The data also show that the amount of water 

consumptively used is projected to remain relatively 

constant. One reason is a change in technology for 

generating power; newer recirculating technology 

withdrawals less water overall but results in higher 

rates of evaporation.  

 

     "While peak water demand may be in the past, 

the complex interstate systems that support water 

resources throughout the Basin still need proper 

management and protection," Tambini continued. 

"The results of this study will be incorporated into 

water availability and water resiliency assessments 

for the Delaware River Basin that will also consider 

a repeat of extreme drought conditions and changes 

to flow and sea level rise due to climate change." 

 

     The report, as well as the historical and 

projected data supporting this report, is available at 

https://www.nj.gov/drbc/programs/supply/use-

demand-projections2060.html. 

 

     The DRBC is a federal/interstate government 

agency created in 1961 by concurrent compact 

legislation, marking the first time that the federal 

government and a group of states joined together as 

equal partners in a river basin planning, 

development and regulatory agency. The five 

Commission members are the governors of the 

Basin states (Delaware, New Jersey, New York and 

Pennsylvania) and the commander of the U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers' North Atlantic Division, who 

represents the federal government. 

 

     To learn more about the Commission, please 

visit www.drbc.gov. 

T 

https://www.epa.gov/pfas
https://www.nj.gov/drbc/programs/supply/use-demand-projections2060.html
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http://www.drbc.gov/
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Source:  DRBC Press Release, 10/19/2021 

 

Gov. Wolf Announces 

Expansion of Federal 

Disaster Declaration 

Assistance Following 

Damage Caused by Ida 

Remnants  
 

Public Assistance Awarded to Dauphin and 

Delaware counties  

 

n October 20, 2021, Governor Tom Wolf 

announced that the federal government has 

granted his request for Public Assistance to 

reimburse state agencies, county and municipal 

governments and other eligible private non-profits 

for costs associated with heavy rainfall and severe 

flooding associated with the remnants of Hurricane 

Ida to parts of Pennsylvania from August 31 to 

September 5, 2021. 

 

     Public Assistance was awarded today to Dauphin 

and Delaware counties. The following counties 

were previously awarded Public Assistance: 

Bedford, Bucks, Chester, Fulton, Huntingdon, 

Luzerne, Montgomery, Philadelphia, Schuylkill and 

York. 

 

     "This storm is one that will long be remembered 

in communities across the commonwealth," Gov. 

Wolf said. "This federal funding makes a huge 

difference in how quickly these communities can 

recover and get back to normal." 

 

     Through the Public Assistance program, eligible 

applicants can be reimbursed up to 75 percent of the 

costs incurred for specific categories of assistance 

provided during the response to and recovery from 

the impacts of Ida in the commonwealth. Examples 

of expenses that may be reimbursed include costs 

associated with debris management, repairs to 

damaged roads and bridges, emergency sheltering 

of displaced individuals, equipment rentals and 

materials. State funding has been made available to 

assist in offsetting the remaining 25 percent. 

 

     Over the coming weeks, staff from the 

Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency will 

hold meetings with applicants to thoroughly review 

all application documentation before forwarding it 

to FEMA. The process is expected to take several 

weeks, and all reimbursements are handled 

electronically. 

 

     In order to request Public Assistance, the 

commonwealth overall must meet a threshold of 

$19,688,913. Estimated costs associated with this 

incident period to date total $45.3 million. The 

governor signed a Proclamation of Disaster 

Emergency, which is first required to request 

federal aid, for this storm on August 31. 

 

     More information is available online at 

www.pema.pa.gov/ida. 

 

Source:  Governor Wolf's Press Office, 10/20/2021 

 

Governor Wolf Furthers 

Commitment to Lead-Free 

PA, Announces $186 Million 

Investment in Water 

Infrastructure Projects in 20 

Counties 
 

ontinuing in his commitment to a lead-free 

Pennsylvania, Governor Tom Wolf 

announced on October 20, 2021 the 

investment of $186 million for 33 drinking water, 

wastewater and non-point source projects across 20 

counties through the Pennsylvania Infrastructure 

Investment Authority (PENNVEST). Under Gov. 

Wolf's leadership, PENNVEST has awarded more 

than $2.5 billion in infrastructure projects 

throughout the commonwealth. 

 

     "The investments made today in our clean water 

systems and community infrastructure continue to 

underscore the work that remains to eradicate 

legacy contaminants like lead and other harmful 

chemicals," said Gov. Wolf.  "Our children and 

future generations of Pennsylvanians depend on our 

efforts to ensure clean, safe drinking water. They 

deserve better. I'm proud to demonstrate our 

O 

C 

http://www.pema.pa.gov/ida
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continued commitment to the environment and our 

communities." 

 

     The funding for these projects originates from a 

combination of state funds approved by voters, 

Growing Greener, Marcellus Legacy funds, federal 

grants to PENNVEST from the Environmental 

Protection Agency, and recycled loan repayments 

from previous PENNVEST funding awards. Funds 

for these projects are disbursed after expenses for 

work are paid and receipts are submitted to 

PENNVEST for review. 

 

     "For more than thirty years, PENNVEST has 

been dedicated to the mission of providing 

resources for clean water across the 

commonwealth.  In those three decades, we have 

seen communities grow, aging towns and cities 

revitalized, and farmers take a stronger approach to 

responsibly managing land," said Gov. Wolf.  "As a 

result, today we cross the threshold of $10 billion 

invested in clean water projects by 

PENNVEST.  This monumental achievement is a 

testament to the hard work of so many and a 

continued promise to the health and safety of 

Pennsylvanians." 

 

     A list of project summaries follows: 

 

Drinking Water Projects 

 

Allegheny County 

 

• *The Municipal Authority of the Borough of 

Edgeworth - received a $250,905 loan and a 

$394,095 grant to replace 75 existing, lead-

containing water service lines in both Authority-

owned and residential portions.  This project 

will replace aged, lead water lines and reduce 

potential lead exposure throughout the system. 

• *Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority - 

received a $1,830,833 loan and a $2,875,679 

grant to replace 200 public and 167 private lead 

service lines throughout the distribution 

system.  The project will result in a significant 

reduction in water loss and will reduce potential 

lead exposure for users. 

 

Armstrong County 

 

• Ford City Borough - received a $1,560,500 

grant to replace segments of cast iron main with 

lead joints, lead service connections, and lead 

fittings.  The project includes the installation of 

3,700 feet of plastic water mains and hydrants 

and will increase system reliability and 

eliminate lead-associated health concerns for 

users. 

• *Redbank Valley Municipal Authority - 

received a $56,369 loan and a $774,431 loan to 

replace 1,088 aged and inaccurate, lead-

containing service meter connections.  The 

project will significantly reduce an 

unaccounted-for water loss of 44 percent while 

eliminate the risk of lead exposure to customers. 

 

Beaver County 

 

• *Municipal Water Authority of Aliquippa - 

received a $1,217,181 loan and a $1,911,819 

grant to replace 275 existing lead water service 

lines as well as associated residential lead 

service lines.  The project will satisfy a 

Department of Environmental Protection 

Consent Order and Agreement and address a 

Maximum Contaminant Level violation for lead 

contaminant. 

 

Bedford County 

 

• *The Municipal Authority of the Borough of 

Bedford - received a $563,077 loan and a 

$884,423 grant to replace cast iron piping with 

leaded joints and leaded goosenecks with 

approximately 4,280 feet of water main and 

lateral services.  The project will address 20 

percent average water loss and reduce potential 

lead contamination to the community. 

 

Blair County 

 

• *Bellwood Borough Authority - received a 

$450,097 loan and a $706,965 grant to remove 

and replace approximately 3,015 feet of existing 

cast iron/lead water main along State Route 

865.  The project will result in improved 

reliability and a significant reduction in 

potential lead contamination in the community's 

drinking water. 
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• Greenfield Township Municipal Authority - 

received a $2,900,000 loan for the development 

of a new groundwater source capable of 

producing 350 gallons per minute as well as the 

construction of a disinfection facility associated 

with the treatment.  The project will ensure 

appropriate redundancy to meet system 

demands and increase reliability for the 

community. 

• *Hollidaysburg Borough Authority - received 

a $970,645 loan and a $1,524,587 grant replace 

deteriorating portions of the distribution system 

connected by leaded joints with 8,090 feet of 

ductile iron water distribution main.  The project 

will decrease water loss and eliminate the 

potential of future lead contamination. 

• *Roaring Spring Municipal Authority - 

received a $1,186,450 loan and a $1,863,550 

grant to replace approximately 12,150 feet of 

existing cast iron water pipes that contain leaded 

joints. This replacement of century-old 

infrastructure will decrease systemwide water 

loss and reduce lead contamination for the 

community. 

 

Cambria County 

 

• *Ebensburg Municipal Authority - received a 

$805,765 loan and a $1,265,610 grant to replace 

4,140 feet of lead-jointed cast iron piping along 

with associated curb boxes and lead 

goosenecks.  The project will aid in decreasing 

water loss and eliminate lead exposure for the 

community. 

• *Hastings Municipal Authority - received a 

$263,057 loan and a $413,183 grant to replace 

approximately 1,840 feet of cast iron water main 

pipes containing leaded joints, as well as any 

leaded gooseneck service connections.  The 

project will address potential lead contamination 

among the service area and frequent leaks that 

exist in the current water line. 

• *Nanty Glo Water Authority - received an 

$872,138 loan and a $1,369,862 grant to remove 

and replace approximately 6,600 feet of cast 

iron distribution main and leaded joints with 

new ductile iron water main.  The project will 

eliminate century-old infrastructure and 

eliminate potential lead contamination among 

the service population. 

Clarion County 

 

• *Knox Borough - received a $941,380 loan and 

a $1,478,620 grant to replace approximately 

7,600 feet of lead jointed pipe with plastic 

piping and eliminate associated leaded 

components.  The project will reduce health 

concerns resulting from potential lead exposure 

and reduce operation and maintenance costs. 

• *Rimersburg Borough Municipal Authority - 

received a $388,994 loan and a $610,991 grant 

to replace approximately 1,900 feet of lead-

jointed cast iron water mains and lead 

gooseneck connections.  The project will reduce 

potential contaminants in drinking water and 

address frequent water line breaks and leaks. 

 

Crawford County 

 

• *Linesville Borough - received a $417,483 loan 

and a $655,737 loan to abandon approximately 

2,040 feet of lead-jointed cast iron water line 

and replace with plastic piping.  The project will 

reduce lead exposure through drinking water to 

the service population and address frequent 

leakage and breaks. 

 

Huntingdon County 

 

• Alexandria Borough Water Authority - 

received a $2,300,000 grant to install a clay-

bentonite slurry wall along the depth and 

perimeter of the Robinson Run reservoir, while 

also completing a transmission main to the 

water treatment plant and a new spillway.  The 

project will improve the dam structure, which is 

under threat of failure and increase the 

reliability of the water source. 

• *Alexandria Borough Water Authority - 

received a $4,419,285 loan and a $5,030,715 

grant to install approximately 40,000 feet of 

water and appurtenances as well as rehabilitate 

an existing water storage tank and system.  This 

project will address significant water loss issues 

and improve reliability for the customer base. 

 

Jefferson County 

 

• *Brookville Municipal Authority - received a 

$758,550 loan and a $1,191,450 grant to replace 
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approximately 3,000 feet of lead jointed water 

distribution piping and service 

connections.  The project will remove lead 

exposure through drinking water and replace 

segments of the system that experience frequent 

breaks and leaks. 

 

Montgomery County 

 

• *Pottstown Borough Authority - received a 

$2,362,008 loan and a $3,709,992 grant to 

replace approximately 700 lead service lines and 

associated appurtenances with modern 

piping.  The project will replace lead lines in 

older homes, eliminating public exposure to 

lead materials. 

 

Philadelphia County 

 

• *City of Philadelphia - received a $40,355,602 

loan to replace 19.5 miles of high-risk, 100-

year-old water mains and associated 

appurtenances.  The project will reduce line 

breaks and eliminate lead exposure by replacing 

water lines with modern materials. 

 

Schuylkill County 

 

• *The Municipal Authority of the Borough of 

Minersville - received a $1,067,844 loan and a 

$1,677,256 grant to replace approximately 6,500 

feet of cast iron water mains and 150 service 

lines and associated appurtenances.  The project 

will eliminate public exposure to lead materials 

and replace aging, antiquated infrastructure. 

 

Somerset County 

 

• *Borough of Hooverville - received a 

$4,636,000 grant to install approximately 9,000 

feet of transmission main and a new pump 

station to a nearby system.  The project will 

address a 55-percent water loss by replacing a 

failing treatment plant and also address a 

Consent Order and Agreement. 

• *Municipal Authority of the Borough of 

Somerset - received a $14,595,231 loan and a 

$5,404,769 grant for improvements to the 

Shaffer Run Water Treatment Plant, including 

installation of 40,000 feet of water line, 554 

water meters and removal of 3,000 feet of lead-

jointed cast iron pipe.  The project will reduce 

leakage and subsequent boil water advisories, 

while also eliminating health risks associated 

with lead contamination. 

 

Warren County 

 

• *Youngsville Borough - received a $207,726 

loan and a $326,274 grant to replace 65 lead 

service connections along North Main Street 

and remove lead components from a portion of 

the distribution system.  The project will remove 

potential lead contaminate and replace segments 

of the system that experience frequent breaks 

and leaks. 

 

Wastewater Projects 

 

Allegheny County 

 

• **Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority - 

received a $36,277,000 loan to rehabilitate 

approximately 4,500 feet of large diameter and 

approximately 22 miles of small diameter sewer 

collection line.  The project will address a DEP 

Corrective Action Plan and improve water 

quality for aquatic life in receiving streams. 

 

Berks County 

 

• Borough of Shoemakersville - received a 

$2,500,000 loan to install a new screening 

process and sludge press at the wastewater 

treatment plant.  The project will replace 

equipment that has reached the end of useful life 

and will greatly improve sewer services for a 

small community. 

 

Cambria County 

 

• **Greater Johnstown Water Authority - 

received a $7,055,000 loan to replace 

approximately 9,700 feet of sewer collection 

lines and associated appurtenances, while also 

separating approximately 6,450 feet of lateral 

lines and separate storm sewers from the 

existing sanitary sewer system.  The project will 

eliminate untreated sewage and contaminants 

from entering streams used for public 

recreation.  
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Northumberland County 

 

• **Milton Regional Sewer Authority - received 

an $839,553 loan and a $2,022,447 grant to 

decommission Lewis Township's existing 

wastewater treatment plant and install two new 

pump stations and force main.  The project will 

facilitate anticipated expansion and growth 

within the Township and ensure efficient 

treatment of waste and maintenance of effluent 

limits. 

 

Perry County 

 

• Newport Borough Municipal Authority of 

Perry County Pennsylvania - received an 

$867,000 grant to construct approximately 

1,300 feet of sanitary sewer lines adjacent to 

existing combined sewers. The project will 

eliminate wet weather overflows into the Juniata 

River, which is a tributary of the Chesapeake 

Bay. 

 

Schuylkill County 

 

• Girardville Area Municipal Authority - 

received a $2,651,300 grant to rehabilitate 

the existing wastewater treatment facility and 

replace approximately 460 feet of existing 

sanitary collection system lines.  The project 

will bring the wastewater treatment plant back 

into compliance with treated effluent standards. 

 

Non-point Source Water Quality Improvement 

Projects 

 

Armstrong County 

 

• **Armstrong Conservation District - received 

a $192,700 loan and a $192,700 grant to 

implement green infrastructure, including the 

removal of 3-inch abandoned gas line, the 

replacement of sidewalk with 2,850 square feet 

of pervious pavers, and 1,000 feet of multi-

function riparian buffer.  The project will reduce 

total suspended solids by 2,632 pounds per year 

into an unnamed tributary of the 

Cowanshannock Creek. 

 

Luzerne County 

• **Wyoming Valley Sanitary Authority - 

received a $14,172,725 loan to restore seven 

local waterways, including Abrahams and 

Gardner Creeks, as well as construct rain 

gardens and restore stormwater basins.  The 

project will reduce meet pollutant reduction 

goals for sediment and nutrients in the 

Authority's MS4 Regional Chesapeake Bay 

Pollutant Reduction Plan. 

 

* denotes projects that have Drinking Water State 

Revolving Funds 

 

** denotes projects that are funded with Clean 

Water State Revolving Funds 

 

Source:  Governor Wolf's Press Office, 10/20/2021  

 

Gov. Wolf Outlines Plan to 

Improve Worker Pay, Sick 

Leave and Protections 
 

overnor Tom Wolf believes that 

hardworking Pennsylvanians deserve fair 

wages, paid sick leave, safe workplaces and 

quality jobs. On October 22, 2021, the governor 

visited Delaware County to outline his workforce 

plan to benefit workers across the state, including 

an executive order 

https://www.governor.pa.gov/wp-

content/uploads/2021/10/20211021_EO_2021-

06_Worker-Protection.pdf issued, and a call on the 

legislature to finally pass several bills that help 

working families. 

 

     “With our economy on the comeback, there are 

so many job openings that people can select the 

option that is best for their family. This has created 

a tremendous moment for workers,” said Gov. 

Wolf. “With Pennsylvanians’ renowned work ethic, 

this is an opportunity to improve jobs and 

workplaces. My workforce plan will create safer 

workplaces, guarantee paid leave, and promote 

higher wages for workers.” 

 

     With a record 4.3 million people in the U.S. 

voluntarily leaving their jobs in August, many 

choosing better options, workers across the country 

G 

https://www.governor.pa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/20211021_EO_2021-06_Worker-Protection.pdf
https://www.governor.pa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/20211021_EO_2021-06_Worker-Protection.pdf
https://www.governor.pa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/20211021_EO_2021-06_Worker-Protection.pdf
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are making clear that they want to transform work 

and the workplace. 

 

     Joining the governor for a news conference in 

Nether Providence Township to discuss the plan 

were Labor & Industry (L&I) Secretary 

Jennifer Berrier, Sen. John Kane, Rep. Leanne 

Krueger and other legislators and workers. 

 

     “It is way past time for the Pennsylvania 

Legislature to take action on bills that will support 

working families,” said Rep. Krueger. “My 

colleagues and I are ready to vote today to advance 

commonsense bills to protect workers and support 

the critical infrastructure that working families rely 

on – things like childcare support, paid family 

leave, public-sector OSHA and so much more.” 

 

Safer Workplaces 

 

     Through executive action, the governor is 

directing L&I and the Office of Administration to 

study the feasibility of implementing Occupational 

Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) 

standards in offices under the governor’s 

jurisdiction. State agencies will also ensure those 

receiving state grants and contracts follow labor 

laws and understand the consequences of not 

complying. 

 

     The governor is also calling on the legislature to 

pass S.B. 310 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo

.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=s&type=b&bn=3

10, sponsored by Sen. Tina Tartaglione, and H.B. 

1976 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo

.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=1

976, sponsored by Rep. Pat Harkins. These bills 

extend OSHA safety rules to all public employees -

- safeguards the nation’s private sector and federal 

employees have benefitted from for 50 years. 

 

Paid Sick Leave 

 

     The governor is directing DCED to verify a 

business receiving an offer of assistance provides its 

workers paid sick leave and pays no less than the 

minimum wage for state employees before making 

a financial incentive offer. The $13.50 minimum 

wage for state employees and contractors will reach 

$15 on July 1, 2024, under an executive order the 

governor signed in 2018 

https://www.governor.pa.gov/newsroom/governor-

wolf-raises-the-minimum-wage-for-commonwealth-

workers-calls-on-legislature-to-act/. 

 

     The governor is also urging the legislature to 

pass S.B. 13 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo

.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=s&type=b&bn=1

3 , sponsored by Sen. Vince Hughes, and H.B. 1035 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo

.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=1

035, sponsored by Rep. Mike Zabel, that would 

provide paid sick leave to workers in Pennsylvania. 

An estimated 400,000 Pennsylvania workers lack 

paid sick leave, which forces them to work when 

sick, risking their health and those around them. 

Providing paid sick leave would improve public 

health and prevent more people from getting sick, a 

protection that is beneficial to both workers and 

their employers. 

 

Increase Worker Pay 

 

     In addition to the executive order on minimum 

pay for businesses receiving DCED offers, the 

governor called on the General Assembly to pass 

S.B. 12 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo

.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=s&type=b&bn=1

2, sponsored by Sen. Tina Tartaglione, or H.B. 345 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo

.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=3

45, sponsored by the Rep. Patty Kim, to raise 

Pennsylvania’s minimum wage to $12 an hour with 

a path to $15 and removes local preemption. 

 

     The governor has proposed a commonsense 

minimum wage increase for seven years, but the 

legislature has failed to act, leaving Pennsylvania 

behind all of our neighboring states with a wage 

floor of only $7.25. The minimum wage has lost 

nearly 17 percent of its purchasing power since the 

last increase and the value has declined nearly 31 

percent compared to 50 years ago. 

 

     Eight states are on a path to $15, including red 

states, and President Joe Biden is raising the federal 

minimum wage for contractors to $15. Overall, 29 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=s&type=b&bn=310
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=s&type=b&bn=310
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=s&type=b&bn=310
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=1976
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=1976
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=1976
https://www.governor.pa.gov/newsroom/governor-wolf-raises-the-minimum-wage-for-commonwealth-workers-calls-on-legislature-to-act/
https://www.governor.pa.gov/newsroom/governor-wolf-raises-the-minimum-wage-for-commonwealth-workers-calls-on-legislature-to-act/
https://www.governor.pa.gov/newsroom/governor-wolf-raises-the-minimum-wage-for-commonwealth-workers-calls-on-legislature-to-act/
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=s&type=b&bn=13
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=s&type=b&bn=13
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=s&type=b&bn=13
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=1035
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=1035
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=1035
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=s&type=b&bn=12
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=s&type=b&bn=12
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=s&type=b&bn=12
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=345
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=345
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=345
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other states, including every state that borders 

Pennsylvania, have a higher minimum wage. 

 

     The governor also directed L&I to pursue 

regulatory changes so people are fairly paid for their 

work time spent on activities such as security 

screenings and putting on equipment required for 

their job. L&I is also pursuing regulations so 

workers whose wages depend on tips receive the 

full amount of their tips and that there is better 

clarity around tipping processes and definitions.   

 

Other Worker-Supporting Actions 

 

     The governor also announced that L&I will 

make publicly available a list of bad actors that 

violate labor laws, misclassified their workers, owe 

unemployment compensation back taxes, or fail to 

carry requisite workers’ compensation insurance. 

 

     While the governor is using his executive 

authority to help workers, many bills to protect and 

invest in workers are languishing in the General 

Assembly. Republican legislative leaders should 

immediately take action to pass equal pay for 

women, family and medical leave, help for seasonal 

farm workers, fair hiring practices and to stop 

misclassification of workers. 

 

Help for Out-of-Work Pennsylvanians 

 

     Governor Wolf is also urging legislative action 

to help out-of-work Pennsylvanians. The governor 

supports Rep. Gerald Mullery’s HB 549 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo

.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=5

49, which streamlines the process for eligible 

Pennsylvanians to receive unemployment benefits. 

 

Source:  Governor Wolf’s Press Office, 10/22/2021  

 

Senate Majority Leader Kim 

Ward Responds to Wolf 

Administration’s Workplace 

Announcement: 

Pennsylvanians Have 

Already Spoken – This 

Effort is a Ruse 
 

n October 21, 2021, Senate Majority Leader 

Kim Ward (R-Westmoreland) offered the 

following statement in reaction to the Wolf 

Administration’s announcement today on his 

workplace agenda. 

 

     “Pennsylvanians are tired of still dealing with the 

effects of the political agenda forced on them 

throughout the pandemic.  From selective business 

closures, to mask and vaccine mandates, to 

breaching Pennsylvanians personal health 

information, as well as the inability to properly 

process unemployment claims, Pennsylvanians are 

worn-out by the uncertainty presented by the Wolf 

Administration.  Today’s announcement is one 

more attempt to by-pass the voice of the people.  

The efforts outlined today to protect Pennsylvania 

workplaces is a ruse that further opens the door to 

executive branch overreach, crushes small 

businesses, and generates greater confusion for 

employers to keep their employees employed and 

safe. Pennsylvanians have already spoken when it 

comes to government interference in our lives and 

workplaces when they voted to limit the governor’s 

executive powers with the passage of the 

constitutional amendment in the primary.” 

 

Source:  Senator Kim Ward Press Release, 

10/21/2021  

 

Pennsylvania’s 

Unemployment Rate Down 

to 6.2 Percent in September  
 

n October 22, 2021, the Pennsylvania 

Department of Labor & Industry (L&I) 

released its preliminary employment 

situation report for September 2021.  

 

     Pennsylvania’s unemployment rate dropped two-

tenths of a percentage point over the month to 6.2 

percent in September. The U.S. rate fell four-tenths 

of a percentage point from its August level to 4.8 

percent. The commonwealth’s unemployment rate 

was 0.9 percentage points below its September 2020 

O 

O 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=549
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=549
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=549
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level and the national rate declined 3.0 points over 

the year.  

 

     Pennsylvania’s civilian labor force – the 

estimated number of residents working or looking 

for work – decreased by 16,000 individuals over the 

month due mostly to a drop of 15,000 in 

unemployment which fell for the seventh 

consecutive month.  

 

     Pennsylvania’s total nonfarm jobs decreased by 

7,900 over the month to 5,733,700 in September. 

The number of jobs increased in seven of the 11 

industry supersectors. The largest movement was a 

drop of 16,500 government jobs Over the year, total 

nonfarm jobs were up 131,000 with gains in 8 of the 

11 supersectors. Leisure and hospitality had the 

largest 12-month gain, adding back 46,100 jobs. All 

supersectors remained below their February 2020 

job levels as of September 2021.   

 

     Additional information is available on the L&I 

website at www.dli.pa.gov.  

 

     Note: The above data are seasonally adjusted to 

provide the most valid month-to-month comparison. 

September data are preliminary and subject to 

revision.  

 

Source:  PA Department of Labor & Industry, 

10/22/2021  

 

Nutrient Credit Trading 

Program; Mass Certification  
  

he Department of Environmental Protection 

provides notice of a mass certification of 

pollutant reduction activities to generate 

credits action under the Nutrient Credit Trading 

Program. This action is taken under 25 Pa. Code 

(relating to use of offsets and tradable credits from 

pollution reduction activities in the Chesapeake Bay 

Watershed).  

 

     A list of these significant sewage point sources 

can be found in Table 5 of the Phase 3 Watershed 

Implementation Plan (WIP) Wastewater 

Supplement, available at www.dep.pa.gov/npdes-

bay or www.dep.pa.gov/nutrient_trading.  

 

     Additional information can be found on The 

Pennsylvania Bulletin.  

 

Source:  Pennsylvania Bulletin, 10/23/2021 

https://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pabull?

file=/secure/pabulletin/data/vol51/51-43/1766.html   

 

Sewage Advisory Committee 

Meeting   
 

he Department of Environmental 

Protection’s Sewage Advisory Committee 

will meet on Thursday, November 4, 2021, 

at 10 a.m. in Room 105 of the Rachel Carson State 

Office Building, 400 Market Street, Harrisburg, PA. 

Individuals may attend the meeting in person or 

remotely.  

 

     Individuals interested in providing public 

comments during the meeting are encouraged to 

sign up in advance by contacting Janice Vollero at 

jvollero@pa.gov or (717) 772-5157. 

 

Source:  Pennsylvania Bulletin, 10/23/2021 

https://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pabull?

file=/secure/pabulletin/data/vol51/51-43/1768.html   

 

State Board for Certification 

of Sewage Enforcement 

Officers Meeting 
  

he Department of Environmental 

Protection’s Sewage State Board for 

Certification of Sewage Enforcement 

Officers will meet on Thursday, November 18, 

2021, at 10 a.m. at the Rachel Carson State Office 

Building, Harrisburg.  

 

     Individuals may attend the meeting in person or 

remotely. Individuals interested in providing public 

comments during the meeting are encouraged to 

sign up in advance by contacting Amy Forney at 

RA-SEOTrng@pa.gov or (717) 772-2186.  

 

Source:  Pennsylvania Bulletin, 10/23/2021 

https://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pabull?

file=/secure/pabulletin/data/vol51/51-43/1769.html   

 

T 

T 
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http://www.dep.pa.gov/npdes-bay
http://www.dep.pa.gov/npdes-bay
http://www.dep.pa.gov/nutrient_trading
https://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pabull?file=/secure/pabulletin/data/vol51/51-43/1766.html
https://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pabull?file=/secure/pabulletin/data/vol51/51-43/1766.html
mailto:jvollero@pa.gov
https://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pabull?file=/secure/pabulletin/data/vol51/51-43/1768.html
https://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pabull?file=/secure/pabulletin/data/vol51/51-43/1768.html
mailto:RA-SEOTrng@pa.gov
https://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pabull?file=/secure/pabulletin/data/vol51/51-43/1769.html
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WRAC Meeting Rescheduled  
 

he Department of Environmental 

Protection’s Sewage Water Resources 

Advisory Committee meeting previously 

scheduled for Wednesday, November 17, 2021, has 

been rescheduled to Thursday, November 18, 

2021. The meeting will begin at 9:30 a.m. in Room 

105, Rachel Carson State Office Building, 

Harrisburg.  

 

     Individuals may attend the meeting in person or 

remotely. Individuals interested in providing public 

comments during the meeting are encouraged to 

sign up in advance by contacting Bob Haines at 

robhaines@pa.gov or (717) 705-4090 

 

Source:  Pennsylvania Bulletin, 10/23/2021 

https://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pabull?

file=/secure/pabulletin/data/vol51/51-43/1770.html  

 

# # # # # # # 

 

    This newsletter provides general information, 

not legal advice as to any specific matter.  It 

should not be used as a substitute for appropriate 

legal advice. 

T 

mailto:robhaines@pa.gov
https://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pabull?file=/secure/pabulletin/data/vol51/51-43/1770.html
https://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pabull?file=/secure/pabulletin/data/vol51/51-43/1770.html

