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Stephens Bill to Eliminate 

Local Water Surcharges 

Passes Senate  
 

Legislation goes to governor for signature  

 

andmark legislation sponsored by Rep. Todd 

Stephens (R-Montgomery) to eliminate local 

surcharges that ratepayers are paying to 

remove PFAS from local drinking water supplies 

has passed the Senate and now moves to Gov. Tom 

Wolf for his signature.  

 

     "I want to thank the members of the Senate for 

acting quickly to pass my legislation," Stephens 

said. "Our ratepayers are bearing the costs of 

removing these contaminants even though this was 

a problem caused by the federal government. That 

is simply unfair."  

 

     Wolf has endorsed Stephens' bill and promised 

to sign it into law. This is the first bill enacted in 

Pennsylvania to provide dedicated funding to 

eliminate PFAS from drinking water.  

 

     House Bill 1410 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo

.cfm?sYear=2019&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=

1410 would redirect a portion of state tax revenue 

generated from the reuse of the former Willow 

Grove Naval Air Station and land surrounding it to 

a newly created municipal authority, which would 

use the funds to eliminate the local surcharges 

ratepayers have been paying for clean water and to 

remediate water contamination caused by the 

military installation. It would also be used for 

infrastructure to encourage redevelopment of the 

closed military installation.  

 

     In addition, the legislation would direct 

PENNVEST to develop a program to address PFAS 

water contamination in communities across the 

Commonwealth. PENNVEST funds sewer, storm 

water and drinking water projects across 

Pennsylvania.  

 

     In 2006, the federal government closed several 

military bases around the country, including the 

Willow Grove Naval Air Station in Montgomery 

County.  

 

     In transferring the land, the federal government 

discovered significant environmental issues, 

including contamination of the drinking water in 

some Montgomery and Bucks County communities 

caused by firefighting foam at the military 

installation.  

 

     Faced with insufficient federal action, local 

governments had no choice but to impose 

surcharges on ratepayers to fund cleanup efforts.  

 

     "I want to thank everyone who fought so hard to 

make this all possible," Stephens said.  

 

Source: Rep. Todd Stephens Press Release, 

11/19/2019 

 

 

L 

Water Utility Council of the 

PA-Section, American Water 

Works Association (PA-AWWA) 
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IRRC: 2020 Public Meeting 

Schedule  
 

he Independent Regulatory Review 

Commission will hold public meetings in 

2020 as follows:  

  

• January 16, 2020, 10 a.m. at 333 Market Street, 

Harrisburg;   

• February 20, 2020, 10 a.m. at 333 Market 

Street, Harrisburg;   

• March 19, 2020, 10 a.m. at 333 Market Street, 

Harrisburg;   

• April 16, 2020, 10 a.m. at 333 Market Street, 

Harrisburg;   

• May 21, 2020, 10 a.m. at 333 Market Street, 

Harrisburg;   

• June 18, 2020, 10 a.m. at 333 Market Street, 

Harrisburg;   

• July 16, 2020, 10 a.m. at 333 Market Street, 

Harrisburg;   

• August 20, 2020, 10 a.m. at 333 Market Street, 

Harrisburg;   

• September 17, 2020, 10 a.m. at 333 Market 

Street, Harrisburg;   

• October 15, 2020, 10 a.m. at 333 Market Street, 

Harrisburg;   

• November 19, 2020, 10 a.m. at 333 Market 

Street, Harrisburg; and   

• December 3, 2020,10 a.m. at 333 Market Street, 

Harrisburg;  

  

     Individuals who are planning on attending or 

speaking at a public meeting should notify the 

commission no later than 72 hours prior to the date 

of the meeting. For any changes to the meeting 

schedule, refer to the commission website. If an 

executive session is deemed necessary, it shall be 

held immediately following the close of the public 

meeting at 333 Market Street, Harrisburg. 

 

Source:  Pennsylvania Bulletin, 11/23/2019 

http://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pabull?f

ile=/secure/pabulletin/data/vol49/49-47/1754.html 

 

PennDOT, TSA: Final 

Holiday Travel Season 

before Federal REAL ID 

Enforcement Federal 

enforcement will begin 

October 1, 2020 
 

t an event at the Harrisburg International 

Airport (MDT) today, the Pennsylvania 

Department of Transportation (PennDOT), 

along with the federal Transportation Security 

Administration (TSA), reminded Pennsylvanians 

who want to continue using their driver's license or 

photo ID card as identification to board a domestic 

flight or enter a secure federal facility to upgrade it 

to a REAL ID-compliant version before federal 

enforcement of the REAL ID Act begins on October 

1, 2020.  

 

     "The holidays are approaching, and so many of 

us look forward to visiting family and friends," said 

PennDOT Deputy Secretary for Driver and Vehicle 

Services Kurt Myers. "This is the last holiday travel 

season before REAL ID enforcement begins, and 

we encourage our customers who are considering 

upgrading their license or ID card to take care of it 

sooner rather than later." 

 

     Beginning October 1, 2020,a federally-accepted 

form of identification http://www.tsa.gov/traveler-

information/acceptable-ids (whether it's a 

Pennsylvania REAL ID driver's license or ID card, 

a U.S. Passport/Passport Card, a military ID, etc.) 

must be used as identification to board a 

commercial flight or visit a secure federal building 

that requires ID at the door. REAL ID-compliant 

driver's licenses and photo ID cards have been 

available at the customer's option since March 

2019, and to date, more than 500,000 

Pennsylvanians have chosen to get a REAL ID-

compliant product. Based on data from other states 

with optional REAL ID programs, PennDOT 

anticipates that approximately 1.3 million of its 

customers will get a REAL ID before the federal 

enforcement deadline of October 1, 2020. 

 

     Federal regulations require that to be issued a 

REAL ID-compliant product, PennDOT must verify 

the below documents: 

 

T 
A 

http://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pabull?file=/secure/pabulletin/data/vol49/49-47/1754.html
http://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pabull?file=/secure/pabulletin/data/vol49/49-47/1754.html
http://www.tsa.gov/traveler-information/acceptable-ids
http://www.tsa.gov/traveler-information/acceptable-ids
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     Proof of Identity: Examples include original or 

certified copy of a birth certificate filed with the 

State Office of Vital Records/Statistics with a raised 

seal/embossed or valid, unexpired, U.S. Passport;  

Proof of Social Security Number: Social security 

card, in current legal name;  Two Proofs of Current, 

Physical PA Address: Examples include a current, 

unexpired PA driver's license or identification card, 

vehicle registration or a utility bill with the same 

name and address; and  Proof of all Legal Name 

Changes (if current legal name is different than 

what is reflected on proof of identity document): 

Examples include a certified marriage certificate(s) 

issued by the County Court for each marriage, court 

order(s) approving a change in legal name or 

amended birth certificate issued by the State Office 

of Vital Records/Statistics. If current name is the 

same as what is reflected on proof of identity 

document (usually birth certificate or passport), a 

customer does not need to show proof of legal name 

changes. 

 

     Customers can bring the required documents to 

any PennDOT Driver License Center. More info 

about document requirements, including a 

printable document checklist 

https://www.dot.state.pa.us/Public/DVSPubsForms/

BDL/BDL%20Fact%20Sheets/FS-RIDC.pdf , can 

be found on the Document Check page 

https://www.dmv.pa.gov/REALID/Pages/REAL-

ID-Document-Check.aspx of the PennDOT Driver 

and Vehicle Services website. 

 

     More information about REAL ID in 

Pennsylvania, including frequently asked 

questions http://www.dmv.pa.gov/Pages/REAL-ID-

Frequently-Asked-Questions.aspx and information 

on documents required for REAL ID 

http://www.dmv.pa.gov/REALID/Pages/REAL-ID-

Document-Check.aspx , can be found at 

http://www.penndot.gov/REALID .  

 

Source:  PennDOT Press Release, 11/18/2019 

 

Senate, House Members 

Announce Bills to Take 

Away DEP’s Authority to 

Adopt Any Greenhouse Gas 

Reduction Program; Offer 

No Alternative to Reduce 

Emissions  
 

n November 19, Senate and House 

Republicans and a Democratic member 

announced the introduction of legislation to 

protect coal-fired power plants by requiring the 

approval of the General Assembly to join the  

interstate Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative 

http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/de

fault.asp?NewsletterArticleID=47920&SubjectID=8 

or similar programs. 

 

     The companion bills are Senate Bill 950 

(Pittman-R-Indiana) 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo

.cfm?sYear=2019&sInd=0&body=S&type=B&bn=

0950 and House Bill 2025 (Struzzi-R-Indiana) 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo

.cfm?sYear=2019&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=

2025 and were referred to the Senate and House 

Environmental Resources and Energy Committees. 

 

     The language of the bill contains a prohibition 

against DEP adopting any program to reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions unless specifically 

authorized by the General Assembly.  The bill 

language follows: 

 

     “Prohibition.— Except for a measure that is 

required by Federal law, the department may not 

adopt a measure or take any other action that is 

designed to abate, control or limit carbon dioxide 

emissions, including an action to join or participate 

in a State or regional greenhouse gas cap-and-trade 

program, including the RGGI, nor may the 

department establish a greenhouse gas cap-and-

trade program, unless the General Assembly 

specifically authorizes such a measure or action by 

statute that is enacted on or after the effective date 

of this section.” 

 

     The language would preclude Gov. Wolf’s 

action on October 3 directing DEP to join the 

Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative through 

adopting a regulation by the Environmental Quality 

Board. 

 

O 

https://www.dot.state.pa.us/Public/DVSPubsForms/BDL/BDL%20Fact%20Sheets/FS-RIDC.pdf
https://www.dot.state.pa.us/Public/DVSPubsForms/BDL/BDL%20Fact%20Sheets/FS-RIDC.pdf
https://www.dmv.pa.gov/REALID/Pages/REAL-ID-Document-Check.aspx
https://www.dmv.pa.gov/REALID/Pages/REAL-ID-Document-Check.aspx
http://www.dmv.pa.gov/Pages/REAL-ID-Frequently-Asked-Questions.aspx
http://www.dmv.pa.gov/Pages/REAL-ID-Frequently-Asked-Questions.aspx
http://www.dmv.pa.gov/REALID/Pages/REAL-ID-Document-Check.aspx
http://www.dmv.pa.gov/REALID/Pages/REAL-ID-Document-Check.aspx
http://www.penndot.gov/REALID
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=47920&SubjectID=8
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=47920&SubjectID=8
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2019&sInd=0&body=S&type=B&bn=0950
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2019&sInd=0&body=S&type=B&bn=0950
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2019&sInd=0&body=S&type=B&bn=0950
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2019&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=2025
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2019&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=2025
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2019&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=2025
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     The language would also preclude another Gov. 

Wolf climate initiative -- his announced intention to 

be part of the Northeast Regional Transportation 

and Climate Initiative that would establish a 

regional cap-and-trade greenhouse gas reduction 

program covering vehicle fuels. 

 

     Through these legislative proposals, members of 

the Senate and House are asserting their authority as 

the legislative branch of government to have the 

right to be involved in making a decision like this 

which they feel has wide-ranging consequences for 

jobs and Pennsylvania’s economy. 

 

     Beyond asserting their institutional authority and 

the protection of coal-fired and other fossil fuel 

power plants from a cap-and-trade program like 

RGGI, the other main theme of the press conference 

was members believe Gov. Wolf does not have the 

statutory authority to require Pennsylvania to join 

RGGI or similar programs without the approval of 

the General Assembly. 

 

     DEP Secretary Patrick McDonnell and others 

have pointed to the authority in the existing state 

Air Pollution Control Act to regulate air pollutants, 

like carbon dioxide, as one basis for a regulation to 

create a cap-and-trade program like RGGI. 

 

     They also point to the fact DEP has adopted 

similar cap-and-trade programs for nitrogen oxide 

and sulfur dioxide emissions from power plants by 

regulation. 

 

     Both the nitrogen oxide and sulfur dioxide cap-

and-trade programs work just like a carbon dioxide 

cap-and-trade program would work under RGGI 

with power plants purchasing “allowances” to emit 

those pollutants, the co-called “carbon tax,” as 

supporters of this legislation call it. 

 

     The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has 

designated carbon dioxide an air pollutant to be 

regulated and the federal courts have affirmed that 

designation.  The argument has been over how to 

regulate it and to what extent. 

 

     In response to a reporter’s question pointing out 

the statutory authority in the Air Pollution Control 

Act and asking if that is not enough, Sen. Joe 

Pittsman (R-Indiana) said, “Because it’s not.”  He 

said only the General Assembly has the 

constitutional authority to impose a tax. 

 

     The reporter also asked if there was another 

proposal the group behind this legislation was 

planning to propose to make similar reductions in 

greenhouse gas emissions and members said they 

already believed reductions were being made. 

 

     In a press release after the announcement, Sen. 

Pittman said, “While the debate about climate 

change needs to be taken seriously, this effort has 

much more to do with the authority vested in the 

General Assembly and accommodating the 

Governor’s desired request for a collaborative 

process in deciding whether we move forward in 

joining RGGI.” 

 

     “The legislative process we are beginning today 

meets Governor Wolf’s oft stated desire to have a 

‘government that works,’” said Sen. Pittman. 

 

     “This legislation is as much about separation of 

powers as it is about climate policy.  One of the key 

components of RGGI is a tax on carbon 

emissions.  The power to tax is a function of the 

legislative branch, not the executive branch,” added 

Sen. Pittman. “Regardless of anyone’s position on 

climate policy, it is a dangerous precedent to 

assume the Governor can unilaterally impose a tax. 

A carbon tax is a major energy and fiscal policy 

initiative. Beyond the fiscal impact on Pennsylvania 

manufacturers, coal and gas electric generation, 

consumers, and future economic investments made 

in our state, it also creates serious constitutional 

questions of checks and balances between the co-

equal branches of government.” 

 

     In the statement, Sen. Pittman said the bills focus 

on three main points: 

 

• Declares the legislature does not believe the 

Governor has the ability to unilaterally enter 

RGGI. 

• Codifies a process that allows the Department of 

Environmental Protection (DEP) to move 

forward with RGGI, which includes a public 

comment period, public hearings, and requires 

the DEP to submit their proposal to the General 

Assembly. 
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• Requires legislative approval before the DEP 

can formally enter RGGI. 

 

     In addition, the statement says: 

 

     The RGGI could have severe consequences in 

the state beyond impacting the viability of 

Pennsylvania’s 19 coal-fired electric generating 

units (EGU) - nearly one-quarter of the 

Commonwealth’s total electric generation capacity. 

 

     If they were forced out of business the burden of 

a carbon tax on power generation would be paid 

entirely by Pennsylvania’s natural gas-fired EGUs. 

That would likely make them less competitive with 

comparable plants in neighboring states and as such 

drive investment in natural gas electric generation 

to other states. 

 

     “The state legislature must be involved in any 

dialogue that would seek to impose a carbon tax, or 

similar tax, on in-state employers and citizens,” said 

Sen. Gene Yaw (R-Lycoming), Majority Chair of 

the Senate Environmental Resources and Energy 

Committee. “The Governor has unilaterally chosen 

a path forward to entering RGGI, and I have said 

before there remains a large number of unanswered 

questions as to what participating in RGGI would 

entail for the citizens of Pennsylvania.  I remain 

leery in entering into any consortium with New 

York, New Jersey and Maryland who thumb their 

nose at Pennsylvania energy and embrace energy 

from foreign markets.” 

 

     “If the Governor insists on his plan, he will 

destroy the state’s struggling coal refuse industry. It 

is particularly disappointing in light of the fact that 

he previously supported federal plans to help these 

plants improve our local environment. Now he 

wants to put them out of business,” said Sen. David 

Argall (R-Schuylkill), Chair of the Senate 

Republican Policy Committee. “I recently asked the 

residents of Schuylkill and Berks Counties their 

opinions on the Governor’s executive order to 

unilaterally tax carbon through one of my monthly 

polls. Eighty percent of respondents said that they 

opposed the Governor’s executive order.” 

 

     [Note: At about the same time the press 

conference was being held, DEP’s Citizens 

Advisory Council was hearing a presentation 

providing an overview of DEP’s process for 

developing a carbon dioxide cap-and-trade 

program 

https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2019/11/ci

tizens-advisory-council-hears.html covering power 

plants that is compatible with the Regional 

Greenhouse Gas Initiative to address climate 

change.] 

 

Sen. Yaw: PA has little in Common with RGGI 

States 

 

     Sen. Gene Yaw (R-Lycoming), Majority Chair 

of the Senate Environmental Resources and Energy 

Committee, repeated comments he made at an 

October 22 briefing the Committee held on RGGI 

about not believing Pennsylvania has anything in 

common with other Northeast states in RGGI on 

energy issues: 

 

     “I'll be very blunt. Here's my concern, and I 

think from Pennsylvania's point of view, this is 

something you and hopefully the Governor will 

consider. 

 

     “I am worried about who we're working with. 

 

     “New York has basically denied us the ability to 

construct a pipeline so we can provide gas to New 

England.  New Jersey has done the same thing. 

Maryland has done the same thing. 

 

     “Those people, in my opinion, they are not our 

friends. 

 

     “The net result of not being able to build a 

pipeline through New York to New England is New 

England is importing LNG from Russia.  Now 

somewhere there's something wrong with that 

picture in my mind. 

 

     “So my concern is not that we're working on 

controlling greenhouse gases, it's who we're 

working with. 

 

     “I don't want to see a repeat of the Delaware 

River Basin Commission, and that's my fear. 

 

     “We've diluted Pennsylvania's interests to the 

point where we've lost control of a significant part 

of our state and actually a part of the state that has 

https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2019/11/citizens-advisory-council-hears.html
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2019/11/citizens-advisory-council-hears.html
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significant Shale gas. I don't want to see that happen 

again. 

 

     “I have no problem environmentally, if there is 

something we can do with greenhouse gas, then we 

should be doing it. 

 

     “I'm just not sure we should be doing it people 

who I'm not sure are our friends, frankly.” 

 

Rep. Metcalfe Letter to DEP on RGGI 

 

     Rep. Daryl Metcalfe (R-Butler), Majority Chair 

of the House Environmental Resources and Energy 

Committee, released a letter to DEP Secretary 

Patrick McDonnell posing more than two dozen 

unanswered questions regarding the governor’s 

unlawful executive order to enter Pennsylvania into 

the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI) 

without legislative approval. 

 

     The letter says in part: 

 

     “I am writing you today as the majority 

Chairman of the House Environmental Resources 

and Energy Committee to seek some information 

about the governor’s recent decision on the 

Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI). 

 

     “As you and the governor have both mentioned 

your desire to collaborate with the General 

Assembly on this issue, despite the governor’s 

Executive Order being by definition a unilateral 

one, I would appreciate a prompt, informative 

response to my inquiries as soon as possible on this 

vital subject. 

 

     “As you are aware, joining RGGI would be an 

enormous change to Pennsylvania’s energy 

economy, one that I believe requires you to seek the 

approval of the General Assembly before taking 

action.  That being said, there remains a great deal 

of uncertainty as to how this process will proceed. 

 

     “It is crucial that every possible outcome and 

ramifications of such a decision be deliberately 

considered before action is taken.  Therefore, I 

would appreciate answers to the following 

questions, so I and other members of the General 

Assembly can properly evaluate your decision:” 

 

     Among the questions included in the letter are: 

 

• What do you believe the Administration's legal 

authority is for joining RGGI? 

• What contacts has the Administration/DEP had 

with RGGI Inc. and the other RGGI states, and 

what input and feedback have been received 

from them? 

• Will or has the Department contracted with any 

third-party entities to assist it in developing or 

evaluating a draft. rulemaking? 

• Does RGGI's regional cap limit Pennsylvania's 

ability to set its own allowance limitation? 

• What is the anticipated first year of compliance 

for PA electric generation units, as envisioned 

by the Administration under the executive 

order? 

• At what level would the cap be established for 

year one of compliance? 

• Does the Administration/DEP anticipate 

dropping the cap to zero tons of CO2 at some 

point in the future? 

 

     Click here for a copy of the letter 

http://www.repmetcalfe.com/Display/SiteFiles/422/

OtherDocuments/2019/UnsignedRGGI.pdf . 

 

     A video of the entire press conference is 

available online 

https://pasen.wistia.com/medias/1rsvphkzfk . 

 

Reaction 

 

     Joseph Otis Minott, Esq., Executive Director and 

Chief Counsel of Clean Air Council, issued the 

following statement about the announcement: 

 

     “The Wolf administration has clear and 

considerable authority under existing law to 

establish a Pennsylvania program to control air 

pollution from power plants. 

 

     "Linking Pennsylvania’s program with the other 

independent state programs in RGGI will help 

lower compliance costs and provide flexibility to 

regulated entities as part of a larger marketplace. 

 

     "It is deliberately and willfully misleading to 

describe this approach as a ‘tax.’  

 

http://www.repmetcalfe.com/Display/SiteFiles/422/OtherDocuments/2019/UnsignedRGGI.pdf
http://www.repmetcalfe.com/Display/SiteFiles/422/OtherDocuments/2019/UnsignedRGGI.pdf
https://pasen.wistia.com/medias/1rsvphkzfk
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     "Indeed, the legislation announced today would 

strip DEP of its existing authority to control 

dangerous air pollution. The General Assembly can 

play an important role in this process, but attacks 

grounded in bad faith are not what the residents of 

Pennsylvania deserve.” 

 

     PennFuture issued this statement in response to 

the announcement: 

 

     “Limiting carbon pollution from the power 

sector is an integral part of any serious attempt at 

combating climate change, and Pennsylvania must 

be part of the solution,” said Rob Altenburg, 

director of the PennFuture Energy Center. “Just last 

week, Pennsylvania’s Auditor General released a 

report documenting hundreds of millions of dollars 

per year in damages already being caused by 

climate change in our state and warned of impacts 

we can’t yet see, but polluters want to keep getting 

a free pass to dump their waste into our air.  It’s 

well past time polluting industries pay their fair 

share. 

 

     “The Department of Environmental Protection 

has used market-based programs to control 

emissions a number of times, and we expect that 

experience will be reflected in their proposed 

regulation. The Legislature attempting to delay the 

process serves no purpose but to increase 

pollution."  

 

Source:  PA Environmental Digest, 11/25/2019 

 

Sen. Yudichak Switches from 

Democrat to Independent; 

Senate Democrats to Name 

New Senate Environmental 

Committee Chair  
 

n November 19, Sen. John Yudichak (I-

Luzerne) announced he will become a 

registered Independent and "work to change 

the political conversation from one of divisiveness 

to one that empowers the voice of every citizen who 

wants government to work for people, all people." 

 

     Marc Levi of the Associated Press 

https://twitter.com/timelywriter/status/11968379640

90884105 reported Sen. Yudichak will caucus with 

the Republican Caucus in the Senate, rather than the 

Democrats. 

 

     Sen. Yudichak served as the Democratic Chair 

of the Senate Environmental Resources and Energy 

Committee and on the Game and Fisheries and 

Transportation Committees. 

 

     Senate Democrats will now be naming a new 

Chair of the Senate Environmental Committee. 

 

     Sen. Yudichak released this statement about his 

decision: 

 

     A century and half has passed since President 

Abraham Lincoln spoke at the Gettysburg 

battlefield to help us understand how a divided 

nation could produce so much human carnage and 

tear apart the institutions of government that were 

designed to hold together the shared ideals of our 

republic. 

 

     A mural of President Lincoln at Gettysburg 

adorns the chamber wall of the Pennsylvania 

Senate.  It serves as constant reminder of the 

tremendous sacrifice made by the soldiers at 

Gettysburg and, in recent years, it has helped me 

contemplate how bitterly divisive our own politics 

has become. 

 

     Our nation and our Commonwealth are, again, 

in the throes of a fierce public debate where politics 

has become more about choosing sides than it is 

about working together toward “a more perfect 

union.” 

 

     The new battlefield is in cyberspace where the 

weapons of destruction are social media platforms, 

rather than rifles and bayonets.  Nevertheless, the 

corrosive nature of the “us versus them” era of 

politics is dangerously undermining our institutions 

of government and eroding any sense of common 

purpose. 

 

     The people of northeastern Pennsylvania sent me 

to Harrisburg to be their voice in state government 

and get things done for a region that has struggled 

to recover from the harmful economic and 

O 

https://twitter.com/timelywriter/status/1196837964090884105
https://twitter.com/timelywriter/status/1196837964090884105
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environmental impacts wrought by the decline of 

the coal industry.  

 

     We are in the midst of a robust economic 

resurgence in northeastern Pennsylvania—

thousands of new jobs are being created, thousands 

of acres of abandoned mine lands have been 

reclaimed and repurposed, and thousands of acres 

of our mountainsides have been added to the 

Pinchot State Forest to protect the environment. 

 

     All of our progress is the product of bipartisan 

legislative coalitions that have brought together 

Democrats and Republicans to forge strong public-

private sector partnerships to deliver on the 

promise and power of government to get real things 

done for people.  

 

     Throughout my career, I have worked to build 

relationships across political ideologies and 

regional boundaries.   

 

     I am an ardent supporter of working families, 

and the unions that built the middle class.  I stand 

with legal professionals who use our justice system 

to protect the rights of citizens against the 

powerful.  I support our chambers of commerce that 

help small businesses grow and set the stage for 

corporations to create private sector jobs.   

 

     And, I am for finding a balance between 

protecting our environment and supporting a 

diverse, robust energy industry in Pennsylvania. 

 

     Working outside the confines of an extremist 

political ideology is the foundation of my political 

career in Harrisburg, and it has helped me serve 

the people I care about the most—the people of 

northeastern Pennsylvania. 

 

     Regrettably, political extremists in both political 

parties fail to see the value in building relationships 

and strengthening our institutions of 

government.  These “purist” politicians, instead, 

are driven to serve the insatiable appetite of social 

media sites that need outrage and hate to garner 

interest and engagement. 

 

     Over the course of my two decades in the state 

legislature, I have always tried to put people above 

the passions of partisan politics. 

     When a citizen comes to me to ask for help, I do 

not ask their political persuasion; I help 

them.  When a community seeks aide to enhance the 

quality of life in their town, I do not ask to see their 

voter registration numbers; I help them.   

 

     When important legislation is advanced, I do not 

ask if a Democrat or Republican sponsored the bill; 

I ask how will the new law help the people of 

Pennsylvania. 

 

     Today, “purist” politicians demand that you 

choose a battle camp.  You must pass their litmus 

test, and declare if you support “us” or “them.” 

 

     President Barack Obama was right when he 

recently opined that the world is complicated, and it 

is a mistake for us to fall for the trap of “purist” 

politics.  Government is complicated too, and it 

requires collaborative leaders who can build 

coalitions across the broad, beautiful diversity of 

our electorate to deliver real results for people. 

 

     The acrimonious change in our public discourse 

has compelled me to consider how I can continue to 

best serve my constituents and the citizens of 

Pennsylvania.  Do I allow the “purist” politicians 

to marginalize and silence the people of 

northeastern Pennsylvania?   

 

     The answer is very clear to me.  I will stay true 

to the values of northeastern Pennsylvania, and I 

will work to ensure their voice is always heard in 

Harrisburg. 

 

     I come to this deeply personal decision with 

much thought and deliberation—I will become a 

registered Independent.  And, I will work to change 

the political conversation from one of divisiveness 

to one that empowers the voice of every citizen who 

wants government to work for people, all people. 

 

     I choose the politics of “we” over the politics of 

“us versus them.”  I choose to reject the “purist” 

politicians who now stand as unyielding 

impediments to the only thing that motivates me to 

be in politics—getting real things done that make a 

true difference in people’s lives. 

 

     Registering as an Independent is the only way I 

can faithfully and fully serve the people of 
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northeastern Pennsylvania who have blessed me 

with the opportunity to serve them. 

 

     As an Independent, I will continue to put people 

above politics.  I will continue to support 

Democratic ideas as well as Republican ideas when 

it is clear that they serve the greater good and help 

government work for people rather than the narrow 

interests of partisan “purists.” 

 

     Pennsylvanians deserve a state government that 

works for all people regardless of race, creed, 

religion, sexual orientation, or political party.   

 

     The “great task remaining before us” is to live 

up to the ideals that unite us as a Commonwealth 

for a common purpose—serving the citizens of 

Pennsylvania. 

 

Senate Republican Leaders 

 

     Senate President Pro Tempore Joe Scarnati (R-

Jefferson) and Senate Majority Leader Jake Corman 

(R-Centre) issued the following statement regarding 

Sen. John Yudichak leaving the Senate Democrat 

Caucus. 

 

     “We are pleased to welcome Senator Yudichak 

as a member of the Senate Republican Caucus, as 

he changes his party affiliation from a Democrat to 

an Independent.  John Yudichak has always been an 

independent voice that has put the representation of 

his constituents ahead of political party. 

 

     “John is unquestionably a dedicated public 

servant and a strong voice in Harrisburg.  We 

applaud his decision to do what is in the best 

interest of his constituents in Luzerne and Carbon 

Counties. 

 

     “We look forward to Senator Yudichak joining 

our Republican members of the Senate in our 

Caucus, as we work together to create an 

appropriate balance in the Pennsylvania 

Legislature.” 

 

Source:  PA Environmental Digest, 11/25/2019 

 

# # # # # # # 

 

    This newsletter provides general information, 

not legal advice as to any specific matter.  It 

should not be used as a substitute for appropriate 

legal advice. 


