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Governor Wolf Creates 

Keystone Economic 

Development and Workforce 

Command Center 
  

overnor Tom Wolf is taking significant 

action to strengthen Pennsylvania's 

workforce. On February 19, 2019, the 

governor signed an executive order 

https://www.governor.pa.gov/executive-order-2019-

02-keystone-economic-development-and-

workforce-command-center/ to create the Keystone 

Economic Development and Workforce Command 

Center. The command center will expand the 

collaboration between government and the private 

sector to address the skills gap and worker 

shortages. 

 

     The governor was joined by commonwealth, 

legislative, labor, and business leaders for the 

signing in the state Capitol Rotunda. 

 

     "Our commonwealth is on the comeback and 

more people are working than ever before," said 

Governor Wolf. "Businesses are hiring and cannot 

find the trained workers to fill open jobs. And too 

many people are stuck in low-wage jobs without the 

training to advance. 

     "Our economy is transitioning and it's a race to 

keep up. We either strengthen workforce 

development or we risk falling behind. We must be 

bold and ambitious and break from the status quo." 

 

     The governor appointed three leaders from the 

private sector and three cabinet secretaries to lead 

the command center. They are: 

 

     Gene Barr, president and CEO of the 

Pennsylvania Chamber of Business and Industry 

Tony Bartolomeo, co-chair of Team Pennsylvania 

Rick Bloomingdale, president of the AFL-CIO 

Acting Secretary Kathy Boockvar, Department of 

State Secretary Dennis Davin, Department of 

Community and Economic Development Secretary 

Jerry Oleksiak, Department of Labor & Industry 

 

     Governor Wolf wants Pennsylvania to build the 

strongest workforce in the nation. To advance that 

effort, the command center will address workforce 

shortages to help Pennsylvania compete. It will 

recommend ways to better coordinate workforce 

and economic development programs across state 

agencies and identify barriers that may prevent 

someone from working or prevent businesses from 

hiring skilled workers.  

 

     Examples include lack of child care or 

transportation, as well as outdated professional 

licensure, certification and continuing education 
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requirements. The command center will also review 

the recommendations of the Auditor General and 

implement those that will deliver the best results.  

 

     Finally, it will monitor implementation and 

progress of the various workforce and education 

proposals outlined in the governor's Statewide 

Workforce, Education, and Accountability 

Program (SWEAP) 

https://www.governor.pa.gov/governor-wolfs-

budget-goal-create-strongest-workforce-nation/ 

proposal to hold the commonwealth, and our private 

partners, accountable in strengthening our 

workforce and making Pennsylvania a better place 

to live and work. 

 

     "The jobs skill gap is a growing concern among 

the Commonwealth's employers - as evidenced in 

the PA Chamber's 28th Economic Survey in which, 

for the first time ever, job creators listed difficulties 

finding skilled and qualified employees to fill open 

positions as the biggest problem facing their 

companies," said PA Chamber of Business and 

Industry President and CEO Gene Barr. "We're 

pleased to join with the Wolf administration, 

lawmakers from both sides of the aisle, and our 

partners in the education and labor communities to 

address this issue in order to ensure that 

Pennsylvania's workforce is prepared to meet the 

needs of the evolving jobs market." 

 

     "The Pennsylvania AFL-CIO is honored to take 

part in establishing Governor Wolf's Workforce 

Command Center," said Pennsylvania AFL-CIO 

President Rick Bloomingdale. "We know that the 

future of work in our commonwealth depends on 

investing in the working people across 

Pennsylvania.  Workforce development programs 

that train and support workers in their careers, and 

not just meet the needs of employers, move 

Pennsylvania forward in attracting the jobs of the 

future."  

 

     "I look forward to getting to work with the 

administration and the other members of the 

command center on addressing the workforce 

challenges of the commonwealth by bringing 

together the public and private sectors and 

identifying efficient, employer-focused solutions," 

said Anthony Bartolomeo, Team Pennsylvania co-

chair and president and CEO of Pennoni Associates, 

Inc. 

 

     House Democratic Leader Frank Dermody 

added, "Our state government and employers in the 

private and public sectors are working together to 

knock down barriers and get people into jobs. This 

is a serious effort to develop and match the skills of 

Pennsylvania workers to today's jobs." 

 

     SWEAP, unveiled with the governor's budget 

proposal, builds on the success of PAsmart to create 

opportunities for Pennsylvanians from birth to 

retirement. The bold plan expands early childhood 

development programs, increases investments in 

schools and educators, and partners with the private 

sector to build on the groundbreaking PAsmart 

initiative. 

 

     "We see companies across industries that say 

they need more of the right people in the pipeline 

for careers now and in the very near future," said 

Jessica Trybus, a member of the Pennsylvania 

Workforce Development Board and Founder and 

Chief Games Officer of Simcoach Games, a 

company that uses video games to inspire youth to 

careers. "We need to empower people to know what 

the jobs are, envision themselves in those 

environments, then show them how to get there." 

 

Source:  Governor Wolf's Press Office, 2/19/2019 

 

Grove Named Chairman of 

Newly Formed House 

Oversight Committee  
 

ep. Seth Grove (R-York) was selected to 

serve as the inaugural chairman of the 

newly created House Oversight Committee 

for the 2019-20 Legislative Session.  

 

     "Being named the chairman of the House 

Oversight Committee is a great honor and a 

responsibility, which doesn't rest lightly on my 

shoulders," Grove said. "The work this committee 

will do this session, and how it's led, will set a 

precedent for years to come. I look forward to 

leading this committee and making sure 
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Pennsylvanians have the needed oversight they 

deserve."  

 

     The nine-member committee will investigate 

matters referred by the speaker, majority leader or 

minority leader. The majority party is tasked with 

appointing five members and the minority party 

appoints the remaining four.  

 

     The House Oversight Committee stems from 

legislation, House Bill 2026 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo

.cfm?sYear=2017&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=2

026 , which Grove introduced last session. The aim 

of the committee is to provide better legislative 

oversight on how tax dollars are spent and how state 

agencies operate. The committee mirrors the House 

Committee on Oversight and Reform in the U.S. 

Congress.  

 

     "The goal of this committee is to create a culture 

of oversight in the House," Grove said. 

"Specifically, we will ensure laws passed by the 

Legislature meets their legislative goals."  

 

     In addition to serving as chairman of the House 

Oversight Committee, Grove is also serving on the 

House Appropriations, Finance, Insurance, and 

State Government committees. He is also the 

chairman of the Subcommittee on Government and 

Financial Oversight under the House 

Appropriations Committee.  

 

Source:  Rep. Seth Grove Press Release, 2/21/2019 

 

Susquehanna River Basin 

Commission March 15 

Meeting Agenda includes 

Adopting Recommendations 

in Auditor General’s Report  
 

he agenda for the March 15 Susquehanna 

River Basin Commission (SRBC) 

https://www.srbc.net/ meeting includes a 

resolution adopting recommendations made in the 

Auditor General’s 2018 Performance Audit of 

the Commission 

https://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol49/49-

8/280.html. 

           

     In November, Auditor General DePasquale 

released a performance audit of the Susquehanna 

and Delaware River Basin Commissions 

http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/de

fault.asp?NewsletterArticleID=45039&SubjectID=2

55 looking at issues like overlap of responsibilities 

with DEP, financial accountability and 

transparency. 

            

     The Audit concluded there is no overlap of 

responsibilities between the Commissions and DEP, 

as some House Republicans have alleged, but the 

Auditor General recommended an update of the 

memorandums of understanding between the 

agencies to clarify their roles and responsibilities.   

 

     That process is going on now as DEP Secretary 

Patrick McDonnell said in his House budget 

hearing on February 14 

http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/de

faultasp?NewsletterArticleID=45793&SubjectID=. 

            

     With respect to permit fees charged by SRBC 

and the fact House Republicans cut funding for both 

Commissions in half in the last two state budgets, 

the Audit said, “SRBC management stated that in 

light of the current lack of funding being provided 

by signatory parties [Pennsylvania and others], the 

SRBC may need to consider reducing/eliminating 

discounts offered to municipal authorities. 

 

     “This could negatively impact Pennsylvania’s 

public authorities that have dockets with the SRBC 

in the form of increased fees. 

 

     “Additionally, while SRBC management 

indicated the reduced contributions have not 

affected fees charged to project applicants and 

docket holders to date, it must balance revenues 

with its expenses, which could ultimately result in 

increased fees.” 

 

     Also at the House budget hearing, Secretary 

McDonnell said they are taking the Auditor 

General’s recommendations seriously and he 

supports restoring funding to the Commissions 

because Pennsylvania has not been paying its 
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“dues” and when you are the one in the room not 

paying their dues it does color the discussions. 

 

     Auditor General DePasquale did pan the SRBC 

for “extravagant” food expenses, noting the SRBC 

provided itemized receipts for only $14,072 of the 

$16,259 in food expenses, which included 

appetizers, filet mignon, salmon, and Maryland crab 

cakes, along with side dishes and desserts. 

          

     SRBC said in its response printed with the Audit 

in November that steps had already been taken to 

address these issues (page 47 of the Audit 

https://www.paauditor.gov/Media/Default/Reports/

SRBC%20Audit%20Report%2011-08-18.pdf ). 

            

     Click here for more background on the Audit 

http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/de

fault.asp?NewsletterArticleID=45039&SubjectID=2

55. 

            

     Also on the agenda is an informational 

presentation from Maryland of interest to the lower 

Susquehanna River region; Fiscal Year 2020 budget 

reconciliation; consideration of an amendment to 

the irrevocable retiree health trust; 

ratification/approval of contracts/grants; a report on 

delegated settlements; resolution to balance renewal 

cycle workload; and Regulatory Program projects. 

 

     The meeting will be held at the Crowne Plaza 

Annapolis, 173 Jennifer Road in Annapolis starting 

at 9:00. 

 

     Click here for more information on the meeting 

https://www.srbc.net/about/meetings-

events/business-meeting.html.  Questions should be 

directed to Ava Stoops, 717-238-0423 Ext. 1302.  

 

     For more information on programs, training 

opportunities and upcoming events, visit the 

Susquehanna River Basin Commission 

http://www.srbc.net/ website.  

 

Source:  PA Environmental Digest Blog, 2/22/2019 

 

Wolf Administration 

Outlines Flood Prevention 

Benefits of Restore 

Pennsylvania for Luzerne 

County 
 

n February 22, 2019, Department of 

Environmental Protection (DEP) Regional 

Director Mike Bedrin joined Representative 

Mike Carroll and local leaders to discuss Avoca 

Borough's challenges with flood control and how 

the bipartisan Restore Pennsylvania infrastructure 

proposal will help prevent future flooding.  

  

     "Like other municipalities across Pennsylvania, 

Avoca faces a flood control problem, with recurring 

flooding on Mill Creek bringing damage to local 

businesses," said DEP Regional Director Bedrin. 

"With the increased frequency of extreme weather, 

the problem isn't going away anytime soon. The 

community needs a lasting solution. Restore 

Pennsylvania gives us that solution, on the scale we 

need." 

  

     Restore Pennsylvania, the $4.5 billion 

bipartisan proposal funded through a commonsense 

severance tax to rebuild Pennsylvania's 

infrastructure, will increase resources for storm 

preparedness and disaster recovery.  

  

     Avoca has a history of floods and ice jams near 

the York Avenue bridge on Mill Creek. DEP dam 

safety expert Doug Hill discussed a proposed two-

part, public-private project to create a floodplain 

and then raise the bridge and modify the channel. 

The floodplain work is underway, with $150,000 in 

grant support from DEP, but additional funding is 

needed to support the project's estimated remaining 

$1.5 million cost. If passed, Restore Pennsylvania 

would be able to fund this project and others like it 

around the state.  

  

     Restore Pennsylvania is a statewide plan to 

aggressively address the commonwealth's vital 

infrastructure needs. Funded through a 

commonsense severance tax, Restore Pennsylvania 

is the only plan that will help make Pennsylvania a 

leader in the 21st century. 

  

     To learn more, view the full Restore 

Pennsylvania plan 

https://www.governorpa.gov/wp-

content/uploads/2019/02/20190204-Restore-PA.pdf. 
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Source:  DEP Press Release, 2/22/2019 

 

House Passes Mizgorski's 

Bill to Improve PA's "Do Not 

Call" List  
 

ep. Lori Mizgorski (R-Allegheny) 

announced today that the Pennsylvania 

House of Representatives unanimously 

passed House Bill 318 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo

.cfm?sYear=2019&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=

318 , legislation to improve and strengthen 

Pennsylvania's "Do Not Call" list.  

 

     "I am excited to share that the House has 

unanimously passed my legislation to strengthen 

Pennsylvania's "Do Not Call" list," said Mizgorski. 

"This is a necessary and commonsense bill to help 

reduce the number of spam and telemarketing calls 

received by Pennsylvania residents."  

 

     House Bill 318 amends the 1996 Telemarketer 

Registration Act by removing the renewal 

requirement and providing residents with the ability 

to register their phone numbers on the Pennsylvania 

"Do Not Call" list permanently. Currently, phone 

numbers must be re-registered every five years.  

 

     The bill also aims to reduce the annoyance of 

telemarketing calls by banning the calls on legal 

holidays. Computerized auto-dialers (robocalls) 

would be required to give residents an "opt-out" 

option at the beginning of the call.  

 

     "My bill also allows businesses to register on the 

Pennsylvania "Do Not Call" list," added Mizgorski. 

"This gives them the same protections from 

nuisance telemarketing and robocalls as residents."  

 

     The bill now moves to the state Senate for 

consideration.  

 

Source:  Rep. Lori Mizgorski Press Release, 

2/21/2019 

 

# # # # # # # 

 

    This newsletter provides general information, 

not legal advice as to any specific matter.  It 

should not be used as a substitute for appropriate 

legal advice. 
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