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Davis bills will address water 

shutoff risk  
 

Bills on horizon will address metering, 

association oversight issues 
 

n June 14, 2018, state Rep. Austin Davis, 

D-Allegheny, announced that he will 

introduce legislation to combat problems 

that can place commonwealth residents in jeopardy 

of unexpected water shutoffs. 

 

     Davis’ legislation would target situations in 

which a single water meter serves multiple units in 

a housing complex. The legislation would also 

permit regulation of homeowner associations that 

collect money from individual housing units and 

pay water or sewer bills on their behalf.  

 

     “No resident should ever have to wonder if their 

tap water will be turned off because of the 

irresponsible actions of a third party,” Davis said. 

“Pennsylvanians should not have to face the kind of 

water security questions that plague residents of 

Third World countries.” 

 

     Davis drafted the legislation in response to a 

recent situation in which residents of a Clairton 

housing complex lost tap water for about six hours 

after a utility suspended their service without 

warning for nonpayment. The homeowners’ 

association for the complex – which had just one 

water meter for several hundred units – was 

supposed to collect money from individual units to 

pay their water and sewer bills. A company that 

owned many of the units failed to pay its fair share 

and declared bankruptcy, forcing the association 

into bankruptcy, as well. The problem has been 

compounded by the challenge of collecting 

payments from units that are not separately metered. 

 

     To prevent future similar situations, Davis’ two-

bill package would: 

 

• Permit the state Public Utility Commission to 

regulate homeowners associations that collect 

money from individual units and then pay water 

or sewer bills on their behalf; and 

 

• Require that, in order to sell an individual unit 

of a multi-unit dwelling, each occupied unit 

must have a separate water meter. 

 

     Davis said he believes the legislation would 

bring transparency, accountability and – most 

importantly – water security to residents who have a 

right to expect it. 

 

     “As Pennsylvania citizens, we have a state 

constitutional right to clean water,” Davis said. 
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“Residents should not have to wonder when the 

next surprise shutoff will happen. The right to clean 

water should not depend on your ZIP code.”  

 

Source:  Rep. Davis Press Release, 6/14/2018 
 

DEP:  Availability of 

Technical Guidance 
 

he Department of Environmental Protection 

announced technical guidance documents are 

available relating to vulnerability assessment 

summary, summary of key requirements for the 

phase ii and phase v wellhead protection rules, and 

summary of key requirements for vended water 

systems.  

 

     Paper copies are available by contacting the 

Department at (717) 783-8727 or the appropriate 

bureau.  

 

     Questions should be addressed to the contact 

person listed on document itself. 

 

Source:  Pennsylvania Bulletin, 6/16/2018   

 

Veterans Affairs & 

Emergency Preparedness 

Committee Approves Two 

Bills 
 

he Senate Veterans Affairs & Emergency 

Preparedness Committee approved two bills 

today according to Committee Chairman 

Senator Randy Vulakovich. Video   

 

     The Committee's approval of Senate Bill 1019 is 

the latest step in the effort to update the Emergency 

Management Sections of Title 35 (Health & Safety) 

and enhance Pennsylvania's ability to prevent, 

prepare for, respond to, and recover from natural 

and manmade disasters. 

 

     The Committee held two public hearings earlier 

this year on the measure, which was introduced by 

Senator Vulakovich.  Title 35 has not been updated 

since 1996.  Senate Bill 1019 reflects the dramatic 

improvements in Pennsylvania's emergency 

response network over the past 20 years and the 

lessons learned from the 9-11 terrorist attacks; 

Hurricanes Katrina, Irene, and Sandy; and other 

natural and manmade disasters. 

 

     "By overhauling and updating Title 35, we will 

improve the coordination of disaster preparedness 

and emergency management in Pennsylvania," 

Senator Vulakovich said. "It also incorporates other 

changes designed to ensure that Pennsylvania keeps 

pace with new technology and newly emerging 

global threats." 

 

     The other bill approved by the Committee, 

House Bill 247, would allow monuments and 

memorials to be eligible expenses under the 

Veterans Trust Fund. The measure would allow for 

maintenance, completion and operation of 

monuments and memorials dedicated to 

Pennsylvania veterans and military units at Fort 

Indiantown Gap National Cemetery, Gettysburg 

National Military Park and other Pennsylvania 

military sites as designated or recognized by 

Department of Military & Veterans Affairs. 

 

Source:  Senator Vulakovich Press Release, 

6/13/2018 

 

Legislators Call on House 

Leaders to Move Growing 

Greener III Legislation  
  

ep. Alex Charlton (R-Delaware), 

accompanied by a bipartisan group of fellow 

legislators, called on House Environmental 

Resources and Energy Chairman John Maher (R-

Allegheny) to schedule a vote on legislation that 

would reinvigorate Pennsylvania's Growing 

Greener program at a Capitol press conference 

earlier today. 

 

     "This legislation, if coupled with new state 

funding commitments for Growing Greener, would 

deliver real, tangible, and lasting benefits to all 

Pennsylvanians," said Charlton. "It would empower 

our communities to address critical environmental 

priorities such as conserving land, protecting water 

resources, restoring damaged waterways and 
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providing for healthier, prosperous and sustainable 

communities." 

 

     The framework for Growing Greener III exists in 

two pieces of legislation, Senate Bill 799, which 

passed the Senate by a 47-2 vote in January and 

House Bill 2485. 

 

     Larry Williamson of the Growing Greener 

Coalition who joined the legislators today, said, 

"The Growing Greener Coalition has been working 

for close to a decade on a fully-funded Growing 

Greener III program. I guess patience is a virtue. 

We believe that a $50 million down payment will 

provide immediate support to green infrastructure." 

 

     "Growing Greener is one of the greatest success 

stories to come out of the General Assembly," 

stated Senator Tom McGarrigle (R-Delaware and 

Chester). "It marked an unprecedented, bipartisan 

commitment to funding vital environmental 

protections in a fiscally responsible manner." 

 

     "Growing Greener is a critically important 

program that has a successful track record of 

preserving Pennsylvania's natural resources," said 

Senator Tom Killion (R-Delaware and Chester). 

"Growing Greener III will continue to protect our 

land and waterways. This legislation is the first step 

in renewing our commitment to the environment 

and enhancing the quality of life for Pennsylvania's 

families." 

 

     "I echo the sentiments of my colleagues, 

Senators McGarrigle and Killion," declared Senator 

Rich Alloway (R-Adams, Cumberland, Franklin 

and York), sponsor of Senate Bill 799. "It is long 

overdue to modernize Pennsylvania's wildly 

successful Growing Greener program. SB 799 is a 

great first step to implementing a 21st century 

Growing Greener program as well as a public- 

private partnership to address PA's growing 

responsibilities to the Chesapeake Bay." 

 

     "The Growing Greener Program has a significant 

environmental and economic impact across 

Pennsylvania," said Senator John Yudichak (D- 

Carbon and Luzerne) and the Minority Chair of the 

Senate Environmental Resources and Energy 

Committee. "The program has helped forge public-

private partnerships between the Earth Conservancy 

and Northpoint Development leading to the 

reclamation of thousands of acres of abandon mine 

land and the creation of more than three thousand 

jobs in the South Valley corridor of Luzerne 

County." 

 

     "Safeguarding our land, our water and natural 

resources is essential to maintaining a healthy, 

thriving economy," noted Rep. Rob Matzie (D-

Allegheny and Beaver). "Exciting, large scale 

manufacturing development is happening in Beaver 

County and southwest Pennsylvania as we speak. 

Reclaimed brownfields are a big part of the reason 

why." 

 

     Noted Rep. Hal English (R-Allegheny), prime 

sponsor of House Bill 2485, "I look forward to 

funding Growing Greener III to renew our 

commitment to help us protect our wonderful and 

abundant natural resources today and for future 

generations." 

 

Source:  Rep. Charlton Press Release, 6/13/2018 

 

Eminent Domain Reform Bill 

Earns Committee Approval, 

Lawmakers Say 
  

trio of Montgomery County lawmakers 

applauded unanimous committee approval 

of their bill to limit the use of eminent 

domain on land that has been set aside as green 

space or open space.   

  

     House Bill 2468 was introduced in response to 

recent efforts by the Lower Merion School District 

to use eminent domain to take land from the 42-acre 

Stoneleigh Garden and use it to construct a new 

middle school, say the bill's prime sponsors: Reps. 

Warren Kampf (R-Montgomery/Chester), Marcy 

Toepel (R-Montgomery) and Kate Harper (R-

Montgomery). 

  

     "Unfortunately, a local school district is just the 

latest example of a government agency using 

eminent domain to take land that is intended to be 

protected from development in perpetuity through a 

conservation easement," said Harper, who chairs the 

House Local Government Committee that approved 
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the bill on Tuesday. "There is a time and place to 

use eminent domain; this is not it." 

  

     Kampf said the legislation is designed to provide 

assurances to people who are considering donating 

their land for open space that their wishes will be 

honored, and to the public, which rightfully expects 

land under conservation easement to be protected.  

  

     "The public outcry at this case, as well as a 

similar situation in central Pennsylvania, is certainly 

warranted and must be addressed," Kampf said. 

"This bill would set a far higher standard, similar to 

that already in place for protected agricultural lands, 

to ensure the protection of our valued open space."  

  

     The bill would amend the Eminent Domain Code 

to add a new section requiring any government 

agency to obtain Orphans' Court approval before 

using eminent domain to take permanently 

preserved land. The procedure is similar to that 

found in the Agricultural Area Security Law, which 

requires additional scrutiny before condemnation of 

agricultural lands. The Orphans' Court is given 

authority in the Donated and Dedicated Property 

Act over certain transactions related to publicly 

owned lands held for public uses. 

  

     "The use of eminent domain really should be the 

option of last resort in situations like these," said 

Toepel. "A change in the law will help ensure that is 

the case, better protecting our open space for 

generations to come." 

  

     The bill was amended in committee to make it 

effective immediately, add a severability clause and 

make the provisions of the legislation applicable to 

any declaration of taking filed since Jan. 1, 2018.  

  

     The bill now goes to the full House for its 

consideration. 

 

Source:  Representatives Harper, Kampf and 

Toepel Press Release, 6/12/2018 

 

Moul Says Interstate 

Compacts Lack Oversight, 

Oversteps Authority, Hike 

Costs for Water Utilities, 

Consumers  
  

n June 11, 2018, Rep. Dan Moul (R-Adams) 

testified at a House State Government 

Committee hearing concerning his 

legislation to rein in the Susquehanna River Basin 

Commission (SRBC), which he said is overstepping 

its authority and requiring water users to engage in 

duplicative activities, resulting in exorbitant water 

rates, fines, fees and penalties.  

 

     The committee hearing is examining the roles of 

the SRBC and the Delaware River Basin 

Commission (DRBC), interstate compacts that 

manage and regulate water resources in the 

respective river basins. At issue is the absence of 

oversight, transparency and accountability on the 

part of these compacts.  

 

     "Neither compact is required to adhere to 

Pennsylvania's Right-to-Know Law, nor are they 

accountable to the Independent Fiscal Office or the 

Independent Regulatory Review Commission," said 

Moul. "As a state representative, I answer to the 

taxpayers of Adams County. No government entity 

or quasi-government agency, particularly those that 

receive taxpayer funding, should go unchecked."  

 

     Moul said the two compacts and DEP perform 

many of the same functions. He said this 

duplication is costly and unnecessary and 

consumers are getting the bill.  

 

     "To eliminate duplication and the ensuing higher 

costs, House Bill 2222, would make the 

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental 

Protection (DEP) the exclusive authority to regulate 

groundwater within the Commonwealth and to 

impose fees, fines or penalties on the use, 

withdrawal or retention of groundwater," said Moul. 

"My bill would also require DEP to submit any new 

or amended regulations regarding groundwater to 

the House and Senate Environmental Resources and 

Energy committees for approval before the 

regulation could be promulgated.  

 

     "The compacts may have been well intended 

when they were established, but they are clearly 

overstepping their responsibilities. We need to put 
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groundwater regulation where it belongs - with the 

DEP," said Moul, who is hopeful his legislation will 

soon be voted out of committee and move to the full 

House for consideration.  

 

     The SRBC is an interstate compact consisting of 

Pennsylvania, New York and Maryland. The DRBC 

compact includes Delaware, New Jersey, 

Pennsylvania and New York. To hear Rep. Moul's 

testimony at the hearing, click on this link.  

 

Source:  Rep. Moul Press Release, 6/11/2018 

 

# # # # # # # 

 

    This newsletter provides general information, 

not legal advice as to any specific matter.  It 

should not be used as a substitute for appropriate 

legal advice. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=my3rys4B4Vo

