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EPA Develops Handout 

Summarizing its Climate 

Change Adaptation Tools 
 

PA has developed a handout summarizing 

the tools developed by the agency for state, 

tribal, and local governments and others to 

adapt their clean water and drinking water programs 

to a changing climate.  

 

     Tools include, among others, a Storm Surge 

Inundation and Hurricane Strike Frequency Map; a 

Workbook for Developing Risk-Based Adaptation 

Plans; a Flood Resilience Guide for Water and 

Wastewater Utilities; and a National Stormwater 

Calculator with Climate Scenarios. 

 

     Click here to download the handout.   

  

     Click here to access the handout and other 

climate change and water resources.     

 

Source:  EPA Water Headlines, 8/5/2015 

 

EPA Hosts "Paying for 

Stormwater" Webcast on 

August 13 
 

PA's Green Infrastructure program will host 

a webcast on Aug. 13 from 1-2:30 p.m. 

Eastern titled "Paying for Stormwater - The 

Benefits of a Utility." In this webcast, two 

municipalities will share their efforts in creating a 

stormwater utility, followed by a presentation on the 

key considerations when establishing a stormwater 

authority. A stormwater utility can be an effective 

and dedicated source of funding to pay for 

stormwater management programs and related 

infrastructure investments.  

 

     Featured speakers include Dr. Robert D. 

Chandler, Assistant Public Works Director, City of 

Salem, OR; Sheila Dormody, Director of Policy, 

City of Providence, RI; and Andrew Reese, Vice 

President, AMEC Foster Wheeler.  

 

     Click here for more information and to register.  

 

Source:  EPA Water Headlines, 8/5/2015 
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EPA Proposes Stronger 

Standards for People 

Applying the Pesticides with 

the Greatest Risk 
 

n August 5, 2015, the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA) is proposing 

stronger standards for pesticide applicators 

who apply "restricted-use" pesticides.  These 

pesticides are not available for purchase by the 

general public, require special handling, and may 

only be applied by a certified applicator or someone 

working under his or her direct supervision. 

 

     "We are committed to keeping our communities 

safe, protecting our environment and protecting 

workers and their families, said Jim Jones, EPA 

Assistant Administrator for the Office of Chemical 

Safety and Pollution Prevention.”By improving 

training and certification, those who apply these 

restricted use pesticides will have better knowledge 

and ability to use these pesticides safely."  

 

     The goal of today's action is to reduce the 

likelihood of harm from the misapplication of toxic 

pesticides and ensure a consistent level of 

protection among states. Pesticide use would be 

safer with increased supervision and oversight. 

 

     EPA is proposing stricter standards for people 

certified to use restricted use pesticides and to 

require all people who apply restricted use 

pesticides to be at least 18 years old.  Certifications 

would have to be renewed every 3 years.  

 

     EPA is proposing additional specialized 

licensing for certain methods of application that can 

pose greater risks if not conducted properly, such as 

fumigation and aerial application.  For further 

protection, those working under the supervision of 

certified applicators would now need training on 

using pesticides safely and protecting their families 

from take-home pesticide exposure. 

 

     State agencies issue licenses to pesticide 

applicators who need to demonstrate under an EPA-

approved program their ability to use these products 

safely. The proposed revisions would reduce the 

burden on applicators and pest control companies 

that work across state lines. The proposal promotes 

consistency across state programs by encouraging 

inter-state recognition of licenses. 

 

     The proposal also updates the requirements for 

States, Tribes, and Federal agencies that administer 

their own certification programs to incorporate the 

strengthened standards. Many states already have in 

place some or many of EPA's proposed changes. 

The proposed changes would raise the bar 

nationally to a level that most states have already 

achieved.  The estimated benefits of $80.5 million 

would be due to fewer acute pesticide incidents to 

people. 

 

     EPA encourages public comment on the 

proposed improvements. The 90 day public 

comment period will begin when the proposal is 

published in the Federal Register. 

 

     A copy of the proposal and more information 

about certification for pesticide applicators: 

http://www2.epa.gov/pesticide-worker-safety/epa-

proposes-stronger-standards-people-applying-

riskiest-pesticides  

 

     To comment on the proposed changes, visit 

http://www.regulations.gov and search for docket 

number EPA-HQ-OPP-2011-0183 after publication 

in the federal register. 

 

Source:  EPA Press Release, 8/5/2015 

 

Arch Coal Subsidiaries to 

Make System-Wide 

Upgrades to Reduce 

Pollution Entering U.S. 

Waters 
 

he U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA) and the U.S. Department of Justice 

(DOJ) announced that Arch Coal Inc., one of 

the nation’s largest coal companies, and 14 of its 

subsidiaries under the International Coal Group Inc. 

(ICG) have agreed to conduct comprehensive 

upgrades to their operations to ensure compliance 

with the Clean Water Act. The settlement resolves 

O 
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hundreds of Clean Water Act violations related to 

illegal discharges of pollutants at the companies’ 

coal mines in Kentucky, Pennsylvania, Maryland, 

Virginia and West Virginia. The states of West 

Virginia, Virginia and Pennsylvania are co-

plaintiffs in today’s settlement. The companies will 

also pay a $2 million civil penalty. 

 

     “Businesses have an obligation to ensure that 

their operations don’t threaten the communities they 

serve, especially those that are overburdened by or 

more vulnerable to pollution,” said Assistant 

Administrator Cynthia Giles for EPA’s Office of 

Enforcement and Compliance Assurance. “This 

settlement will prevent future environmental and 

public health risks by making sure these companies 

comply with federal and state clean water laws.” 

 

     “This joint enforcement effort, with three states, 

has resulted in a settlement that will require changes 

that will benefit the health and environment of 

Appalachian communities for many years to come,” 

said Assistant Attorney General John C. Cruden for 

the Environment and Natural Resources Division. 

“Under the terms of the agreement, Arch Coal and 

its subsidiaries will pay a significant penalty, 

improve their pollution control systems and provide 

for independent monitoring and data tracking that 

will make it a better company and a better neighbor 

to these communities.” 

 

     In addition to paying the penalty, under the 

proposed consent decree the companies must 

implement measures to ensure compliance and 

prevent future Clean Water Act violations, which 

will help protect communities overburdened by 

pollution, including: 

 

 Developing and implementing a compliance 

management system. 

 Periodic internal and third-party environmental 

compliance audits. 

 Maintaining a data management system to track 

violations, water sampling data and compliance 

efforts. 

 Providing training for environmental managers 

and others responsible for the consent decree. 

 Paying escalating stipulated penalties if 

violations continue to occur. 

 

     The government complaint filed concurrently 

with the settlement alleged that in the last six years, 

ICG operations have violated discharge limits for 

aluminum, manganese, iron and total suspended 

solids in their state-issued National Pollution 

Discharge Elimination System permits on more than 

1,200 occasions, resulting in over 8,900 days of 

violations. Of those violations, 700 have been 

previously resolved by state enforcement actions in 

Kentucky and West Virginia. 

 

     EPA discovered the violations through 

inspections of ICG facilities and projects, reviewing 

various information provided by the companies and 

coordinating with the affected state governments. 

 

     The proposed consent decree, lodged in the U.S. 

District Court for the Southern District of West 

Virginia, is subject to a 30-day public comment 

period and approval by the federal court. 

 

     For more information on this settlement and to 

read the consent decree, go to: 

www2.epa.gov/enforcement/arch-coal-inc-and-

international-coal-group-subsidiaries-settlement      

 

Source:  EPA Press Release, 8/6/2015 

 

Governor: Wolf 

Administration announces 

creation of 30 new jobs at 

Neptune Solutions Company 

in Washington County 
 

n August 7, 2015, Governor Tom Wolf 

announced that Neptune Solutions 

Company, a water treatment technology 

company serving the oil and gas industries, will 

establish its new headquarters in Eighty Four, 

Washington County, resulting in the creation of 30 

new, full-time jobs. 

  

     "Natural gas production is growing faster in 

Pennsylvania than anywhere else in the country and 

Neptune's recent decision to place their 

headquarters in Washington County proves that the 

industry is showing no signs of slowing down," said 

Governor Wolf. "Neptune Solutions is providing the 

O 
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water treatment technology that will allow the 

commonwealth to continue to protect its 

communities." 

 

     Neptune has signed a five-year lease for a 

13,500-square-foot site to serve as its new 

headquarters. The company plans to invest 

$335,000 and has committed to the creation of 30 

new, full-time jobs over the next three years.  

 

     Neptune received a funding proposal from the 

Department of Community and Economic 

Development, including $60,000 in Job Creation 

Tax Credits. 

 

     "It is a great honor for Neptune to work with the 

governor's team in helping find a green solution to 

recycling fracking-impaired water," said Alex 

Gonzalez, president, Neptune Solutions. "With the 

increase in truck traffic and the growing safety 

concerns, our hope is that the oil and gas operators 

in the Marcellus will join the governor in his 

efforts."  

 

     The project was coordinated by the Governor's 

Action Team, an experienced group of economic 

development professionals who report directly to 

the governor and work with businesses that are 

considering locating or expanding in Pennsylvania, 

in collaboration with the Washington County 

Chamber of Commerce. 

 

     "We are very proud that Neptune has chosen to 

invest in Washington County. Its investment in both 

new jobs and capital continues to demonstrate 

energy's strong economic influence on our region 

and Washington County's position as an Energy 

Capital of the East," said Jeff Kotula, president, 

Washington County Chamber of Commerce.  

 

     Founded in 2014, Neptune Solutions Company 

services oil and gas business with a primary focus 

on biocide water treatment required at fracking sites 

for drilling companies. Neptune's technology is 

installed into integrated mobile water treatment 

units that are driven to sites. The water is then 

treated on-site. 

 

     For further information on Neptune Solutions 

Company, visit www.neptunesc.com. 

 

     For more information about the Governor's 

Action Team, visit www.newpa.com. 

 

Source:  Governor's Press Office, 8/7/2015 

 

PUC to Study Utility Policy 

Impact of New EPA Clean 

Power Plan 
 

he Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 

(PUC) will thoroughly evaluate the impact 

on both Pennsylvania’s utilities and 

consumers of the U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency’s (EPA) Clean Power Plan, which was 

unveiled earlier today. 

 

     “These new EPA rules impact numerous 

stakeholders – including government agencies and 

regulators; power generators and utilities; and 

consumers and businesses,” said PUC Chairman 

Gladys M. Brown. “As part of the Commission’s 

responsibility to ensure safe, reliable and affordable 

utility service, we will carefully examine the 

potential impact of these new EPA rules on the 

utility market in Pennsylvania. We are happy to see 

the revisions to the original proposal, including the 

‘safety valve’ feature, which will help to prevent 

power disruptions.” 

 

     “Throughout this process, the PUC has been 

focused on our key responsibilities, including the 

reliability of the electric grid and the potential cost 

impact on Pennsylvania consumers – including 

residential, commercial and industrial,” explained 

Chairman Brown. “We will also carefully evaluate 

how these new federal rules potentially interact with 

a wide range of successful state programs, including 

our Alternative Energy Portfolio Standards Act 

(AEPS Act), which requires electric distribution 

companies to draw on a steadily increasing 

percentage of alternative energy.”  

 

     Brown underscored that the Governor and the 

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental 

Protection (DEP) have the primary roles in 

implementing the new rules. Additionally, action by 

the General Assembly could be required in 

situations where new federal rules conflict with 

existing Pennsylvania law. 

T 
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     The Chairman added that “the Commission 

looks forward to working with DEP as well as other 

stakeholders – including other government 

agencies, industry and consumers – as this process 

moves forward toward the creation of a plan best 

suited for Pennsylvania.” 

 

     The Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 

balances the needs of consumers and utilities; 

ensures safe and reliable utility service at 

reasonable rates; protects the public interest; 

educates consumers to make independent and 

informed utility choices; furthers economic 

development; and fosters new technologies and 

competitive markets in an environmentally sound 

manner. 

 

     For recent news releases and video of select 

Commission proceedings or more information about 

the PUC, visit our website at www.puc.pa.gov . 

Follow the PUC on Twitter – @PA_PUC for all 

things utility.  “Like” Pennsylvania Public Utility 

Commission on Facebook for easy access to 

information on utility issues. 

 

Source:  PUC Press Release, 8/3/2015 

 

Revenue Department 

Releases July Collections 
                                    

ennsylvania collected $2.2 billion in General 

Fund revenue in July, the first month of the 

2015-16 fiscal year, Secretary of Revenue 

Eileen McNulty reported today.  

  

     Sales tax receipts totaled $917.4 million; 

personal income tax (PIT) revenue in July was 

$876.9 million; and corporation tax revenue was 

$74.1 million for July.  

  

     General Fund revenue figures for July included 

$84.6 million in inheritance tax and $52.9 million in 

realty transfer tax.   

  

     Other General Fund revenue, including cigarette, 

malt beverage and liquor and table games taxes 

totaled $106.8 million for the month. 

  

     Non-tax revenue totaled $37.9 million for the 

month. 

     In addition to the General Fund collections, the 

Motor License Fund received $224.2 million for the 

month, which includes the commonly known gas 

and diesel taxes, as well as other license, fine and 

fee revenues. 

  

     As in years past, July collection data does not 

include a comparison against anticipated amounts 

because revenue estimates for each month are not 

yet finalized.  

 

Source:  Department of Revenue Press Release, 

8/3/2015 

 

Governor Wolf Names 

Marcus Brown Director of 

Homeland Security 
  

n August 6, 2015, Governor Tom Wolf 

announced that he has named Col. Marcus 

Brown as director of the Governor’s Office 

of Homeland Security for the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania. This position has been vacant since 

the previous administration and was established by 

executive order on February 22, 2012. Col. Brown 

will report directly to the governor on issues 

pertaining to the preparation for, prevention, 

response and recovery from acts of terrorism.  

  

     “The commonwealth must take every step 

necessary to protect its citizens from terrorist 

threats, and I am confident that Col. Brown’s 

leadership and experience will be an asset to the 

commonwealth in this role,” said Governor Wolf. 

“Under Col. Brown’s leadership, Maryland made 

huge advances in homeland security and the 

Maryland Fusion Center (MCAC) became a 

national model and received a perfect rating from 

the Department of Homeland Security, BWI Airport 

was designated by the Transportation Security 

Administration as a national model, and the Port of 

Baltimore received an outstanding security rating 

from the United States Coast Guard. Col. Brown 

has proven himself as a dynamic leader in all 

aspects of law enforcement and I look forward to 

working with him in his new role as director of the 

Office of Homeland Security.” 

  

P 
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     In February 2012, an executive order was signed 

establishing the Governor’s Office of Homeland 

Security, within the Office of the Governor, to 

prepare for, prevent and recover from acts of 

terrorism. As laid out by the executive order, the 

responsibilities of the Office of Homeland Security 

include: 

  

 Secure the commonwealth from acts of 

terrorism. 

 Reduce the vulnerability of critical 

infrastructure and key resources to terrorist 

attacks. 

 Partner with the U.S. Department of Homeland 

Security and other federal, state, and local 

agencies in matters related to homeland 

security. 

 Work with the Primary State Fusion Center to 

develop the process of information fusion for 

the gathering, processing, analyzing, and 

disseminating of information related to 

homeland security. 

 Cooperate with the Pennsylvania Emergency 

Management Agency in matters relating to 

emergency management planning, preparedness, 

and response. 

 Participate, in concert with the private sector 

and other federal, state, and local agencies, in a 

coordinated effort to prepare for, prevent, 

respond, and recover from acts of terrorism. 

  

Col. Brown, 51, will start as director on August 17, 

2015. 

 

Source:  Governor’s Press Release, 8/6/2015 

 

# # # # # # # 

 

    This newsletter provides general information, 

not legal advice as to any specific matter.  It 

should not be used as a substitute for appropriate 

legal advice. 

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=512&objID=708&PageID=224602&mode=2&contentid=http://pubcontent.state.pa.us/publishedcontent/publish/cop_general_government_operations/oa/oa_portal/omd/p_and_p/executive_orders/2010_2019/items/2012_03.html

