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EPA's FY 2016 Budget 

Proposal Increases Support 

for Communities to Deliver 

Core Environmental and 

Health Protections 
  

n February 2, 2015, the Obama 

Administration Fiscal Year 2016 budget 

announced for the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA) lays out a strategy to 

ensure that all Americans benefit from the 

economic recovery we are seeing today. The 

proposed EPA FY 2016 budget of $8.6 billion 

provides resources vital to that overarching vision 

and the request is $452 million above the agency's 

enacted level for FY 2015. 

 

     "This budget sends a strong signal that the 

President is fully committed to making the 

investments needed to meet our mission to protect 

public health and the environment.  The funding 

allows us to further our important work to combat 

the impacts of climate change and deliver on the 

President's Climate Action Plan while improving air 

quality, protecting our water, executing rigorous 

scientific research and ensuring the public safety 

from toxic chemicals," said Stan Meiburg, EPA 

Acting Deputy Administrator.  "At the center of our 

work is collaborating with our state, local, and tribal 

partners and working with business, industry, and 

stakeholders to find commonsense solutions to 

complex environmental issues and work toward a 

sustainable future for all Americans through 

effective use of the public resources entrusted to 

us." 

 

     Fiscal Year 2016 budget highlights include: 

 

Making a Visible Difference in Communities 

Across the Country  

 

     A key element of EPA's FY 2016 efforts will be 

coordination with other federal agencies, states, 

tribes, and stakeholders. This coordination will help 

to focus the work of diverse programs across the 

agency at the community level. In response to 

feedback from across the country, this budget 

proposes a multifaceted effort to enable 

communities of all sizes, rural and urban, to find 

needed assistance and support for capacity building, 

planning, and implementation of environmental 

protection programs. 

 

     In addition to new cross-program efforts, 

including 20 full time equivalents for Community 

Resource Coordinators, $2 million for Circuit 

Riders, and $5 million to coordinate efforts at the 
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local level in overburdened and vulnerable 

communities, the budget provides for targeted 

community efforts in each of the program areas.  

These efforts, highlighted in more detail in the 

subsequent sections, will include helping 

communities adopt green infrastructure, providing 

technical assistance for building resilience and 

adapting to climate change, and helping 

communities to reduce environmental impacts 

through advanced monitoring technology and 

decision making tools. 

  

Addressing Climate Change and Improving Air 

Quality  

 

     The FY 2016 budget prioritizes actions to reduce 

the impacts of climate change, one of the most 

significant challenges for this and future 

generations, and supports the President's Climate 

Action Plan. EPA's FY 2016 Budget includes $239 

million for efforts to cut carbon pollution and other 

greenhouse gases through commonsense standards, 

guidelines, and voluntary programs. The EPA's 

Clean Power Plan, which establishes carbon 

pollution reduction standards for existing power 

plants, is a top priority for the EPA and will help 

spur innovation and economic growth while 

creating a clean energy economy. Finalizing and 

implementing these regulations will involve 

innovative approaches and flexibility for achieving 

solutions, as well as extensive and unprecedented 

work with states, tribes, and territories, which is 

why this budget includes additional funding for 

states. In addition to EPA's discretionary budget, the 

President also proposes a $4 billion Clean Power 

State Incentive Fund, a mandatory account to be 

administered by the EPA that supports state efforts 

to go above and beyond their carbon pollution 

reduction goals in the power sector. 

 

     Working with the National Highway 

Transportation Safety Administration, the EPA will 

also develop Phase 2 greenhouse gas and fuel 

efficiency standards for heavy-duty vehicles. These 

standards will represent significant savings at the 

pump, reduce carbon pollution, and reduce fuel 

costs for businesses, which are anticipated to lower 

prices for consumers. 

 

Protecting the Nation's Waters 

 

     Protecting America's water resources is critical 

to EPA's mission, so the agency will continue to 

build upon decades of efforts to ensure our 

waterways are clean and our drinking water is safe 

because there are far reaching effects when rivers, 

lakes, and oceans becomes polluted. They can 

endanger wildlife, make our drinking water unsafe 

and threaten the waters where we swim and fish. 

Building on the strong funding level of $2.3 billion 

provided through the Clean Water and Drinking 

Water State Revolving Funds, $50 million is 

included for technical assistance, training, and other 

efforts to enhance the capacity of communities and 

states to plan and finance drinking water and 

wastewater infrastructure improvements. In January 

2015, the agency launched a key component of this 

expanded effort, the Water Infrastructure and 

Resiliency Finance Center. It will help communities 

across the country focus on financial planning for 

future public infrastructure investments, expanding 

work with states to identify financing opportunities 

for rural communities, and enhancing partnership 

and collaboration with the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture on training, technical assistance, and 

funding opportunities in rural areas. The Water 

Infrastructure and Resilience Finance center is part 

of the Build America investment initiative, a 

government-wide effort to increase infrastructure 

investment and promote economic growth by 

creating opportunities for state and local 

governments and the private sector to collaborate on 

infrastructure development.  

  

Taking Steps to Improve Chemical Facility Safety  

 

     In support of the White House Executive Order 

to Improve Chemical Facility Safety and Security, 

the EPA is requesting $27.8 million for the State 

and Local Prevention and Preparedness program, an 

increase of $12 million above the FY 2015 enacted 

level. This increase will allow EPA to continue to 

improve the safety and security of chemical 

facilities and reduce the risks of hazardous 

chemicals to facility workers and operators, 

communities, and responders. These efforts 

represent a shared commitment among those with a 

stake in chemical facility safety and security: 

facility owners and operators; federal, state, local, 

tribal, and territorial governments; regional entities; 

nonprofit organizations; facility workers; first 

responders; environmental justice and local 
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environmental organizations; and communities. In 

FY 2016, we are implementing actions to strengthen 

community planning and preparedness, enhance 

federal operational coordination, improve data 

management, modernize policies and regulation, 

and incorporate stakeholder feedback and best 

practices. 

 

Protecting Our Land 

 

     EPA strives to protect and restore land to create 

a safer environment for all Americans by cleaning 

up hazardous and non-hazardous wastes that can 

migrate to air, groundwater and surface water, 

contaminating drinking water supplies, causing 

acute illnesses and chronic diseases, and threatening 

healthy ecosystems. We preserve, restore, and 

protect our land, for both current and future 

generations by cleaning up contaminated sites and 

returning them to communities for reuse. Our funds 

will assist communities in using existing 

infrastructure and planning for more efficient and 

livable communities, and encouraging the 

minimization of environmental impacts throughout 

the full life cycle of materials. In FY 2016, we will 

increase the Superfund Remedial program by $34 

million to accelerate the pace of cleanups, 

supporting states, local communities, and tribes in 

their efforts to assess and cleanup sites and return 

them to productive reuse, and encourage renewable 

energy development on formerly hazardous sites 

when appropriate. We will expand the successful 

Brownfields program, providing grants, and 

supporting area-wide planning and technical 

assistance to maximize the benefits to the 

communities. In FY 2016, the EPA is investing 

$110 million in funding for Brownfields Project 

grants to local communities, an additional $30 

million over the FY 2015 Enacted Budget, 

increasing the number of grants for assessment and 

cleanup of contaminated sites. This investment 

builds on the program's successful community-

driven approach to revitalizing contaminated land 

and further supports the Agency's efforts to make a 

visible difference in communities.  

  

Ensuring the Safety of Chemicals and Preventing 

Pollution  

 

     EPA's chemical safety programs are at the 

forefront of its efforts to advance a sustainable 

future. In FY 2016, we are requesting $667.9 

million, an increase of $47.4 million over the FY 

2015 Enacted Budget, to develop new 

computational tools, and expand and enhance the 

quality, accessibility, and usefulness of information 

about commercial chemicals and pesticides, thereby 

strengthening the capability of the EPA, other 

regulators, and the public to assess chemical 

hazards and potential exposures, identify potential 

risks to human health and the environment and take 

appropriate risk management action. The EPA will 

work aggressively to ensure sound science, 

complete additional risk assessments from the 

TSCA Work Plan list of existing chemicals and 

meet its requirement to review all current pesticide 

registrations by 2022. In FY 2016, the EPA's Office 

of Pesticide Programs will continue the important 

work initiated by the Presidential Memorandum to 

Promote the Health of Honey Bees and Other 

Pollinators to reverse pollinator losses and help 

restore populations to healthy levels. The EPA is 

committing $2 million towards this effort: $1.5 

million to further the study of acute toxicity 

amongst honey bee populations and explore 

additional risk management options, and $500,000 

to augment the work of States and Tribes to develop 

pollinator protection plans.  

  

Continuing EPA's Commitment to Innovative 

Research & Development  

 

     Environmental issues in the 21st century are 

complex because of the interplay between air 

quality, climate change, water quality, healthy 

communities, and chemical safety. They require 

different thinking and solutions than those used in 

the past. The EPA's Office of Research and 

Development is strengthening the Agency's ability 

to develop solutions by providing $528 million to 

evaluate and predict potential environmental and 

human health impacts for decision makers at all 

levels of government. Activities in the FY 2016 

Budget include providing support tools for 

community health, investigating the unique 

properties of emerging materials, such as 

nanomaterials, and research to support the nation's 

range of growing water-use and ecological 

requirements.   

 

Supporting State and Tribal Partners 
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     Effective environmental protection is a joint 

effort of EPA, states and our tribal partners. In FY 

2016, we are requesting an increase of $108 million 

in funding for State and Tribal Assistance 

categorical grants and setting a high bar for 

continuing our partnership efforts with states and 

tribes. We are also including opportunities for 

closer collaboration and targeted joint planning and 

governance processes. One example is the 

commitment to work collaboratively to streamline, 

reform, and integrate our shared business processes 

and related systems through the E-Enterprise 

approach. State-EPA-Tribal joint governance serves 

to organize the E-Enterprise partnership to elevate 

its visibility, boost coordination capacity, and 

ensure the inclusiveness and effectiveness of shared 

process and management improvements. This will 

yield the benefits of increased transparency, 

efficiency, and burden reduction for communities, 

businesses, and government agencies when 

implemented.   

 

Maintaining a Forward Looking and Adaptive EPA  

 

     The EPA has strategically evaluated its 

workforce and facility needs and will continue the 

comprehensive effort to optimize and update its 

physical footprint. In 2016, we will fast-track our 

efforts to save taxpayer dollars through space 

optimization and essential renovations, including 

the important laboratory buildings across the 

country, without sacrificing high quality of 

research. The agency will continue to improve our 

processes and the business enterprise of 

environmental protection for regulated companies 

and the public through the joint E-Enterprise effort 

with states to leverage technology and streamline 

workflow, data quality, data sharing and 

transparency.  

  

Reducing and Eliminating Programs 

 

     The EPA continues to examine its programs to 

find those that have served their purpose and 

accomplished their mission. The FY 2016 

President's Budget also eliminates a number of 

programs totaling $44 million. Details are found in 

the EPA FY 2016 Congressional Justification. 

http://www2.epa.gov/planandbudget/fy2016) . 

  

     For more information on the EPA's FY 2016 

proposed budget, please visit 

http://www2.epa.gov/planandbudget/fy2016 . 

 

Source:  EPA Press Release, 2/2/2015 

 

Governor Wolf Urges 

Independent State Agencies 

to Ban Gifts 
 

n letters to be sent on February 3, 2015, to board 

members and leadership of more than two 

dozen state commissions, authorities and other 

agencies, Pennsylvania Governor Tom Wolf will 

urge each of the independent organizations to enact 

a total ban on gifts for their employees to in-line 

with the Governor's executive order signed on his 

first day in office.  

 

     "As elected and appointed leaders, all of us have 

a duty to be responsible stewards of the democratic 

process and taxpayer's hard-earned money," 

Governor Wolf said. "Too often our leaders take 

advantage of the public, but I am committed to 

making government work so we can restore the 

public's trust and make sure we are being open and 

transparent. Each of these agencies should join me 

in enacting sweeping reform to end a practice that 

has plagued the public's trust in state government 

for too long." 

 

     Last week, both the Pennsylvania Turnpike 

Commission and the Pennsylvania Liquor Control 

Board revised their existing policies to conform to 

the Governor's executive order banning gifts. 

Governor Wolf commended both of these 

organizations and their leadership for each taking a 

strong step toward increasing the public's faith in 

their organizations and state government. 

 

     In addition to signing an executive order banning 

gifts, Governor Wolf required members of his staff 

and cabinet to undergo ethics and open records 

training on his first full day in office. 

 

     Complete text of the letter:  

 

     As elected and appointed leaders, we have a duty 

to be responsible stewards of the democratic 
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process and taxpayer's hard-earned money. Too 

often our leaders take advantage of the public, but I 

am committed to making government work so we 

can restore the public's trust and make sure we are 

being open and transparent. That is why moments 

after I was sworn in, I signed an executive order 

banning gifts for all employees of the executive 

branch, and also why I required members of my 

staff and cabinet to undergo ethics and open 

records training on my first full day in office. 

 

     Last week, both the Pennsylvania Turnpike 

Commission and the Pennsylvania Liquor Control 

Board revised their existing policies to conform to 

my executive order banning gifts. I commend both 

of these organizations and their leadership for each 

taking a strong step toward increasing the public's 

faith in their organizations and state government. 

 

     I urge each and every Commonwealth 

commission, board, authority, agency and council 

to follow our lead and revise your policies in line 

with the attached executive order. 

 

     Thank you for your service to the 

Commonwealth. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Governor Tom Wolf 

 

Source:  Governor's Press Office, 2/3/2015 

 

Norristown Plant Receives 

“Presidents Award” from the 

Partnership for Safe Water 
 

he Norristown Water Treatment Plant in 

Montgomery County recently received the 

“Presidents Award” from the Partnership for 

Safe Water (PFSW), a voluntary effort to provide 

safe drinking water.  The plant provides drinking 

water service to approximately 93,000 people.  

 

     The President's Award recognizes achieving 

stringent individual filter performance goals for 

turbidity.  Norristown is the sixth water treatment 

plant to receive this award from the partnership in 

Pennsylvania.  

     There are four phases for the program.  The 

“Presidents Award” is an intermediate award 

between Phase III and Phase IV, the highest level of 

performance recognized.  Only two plants in 

Pennsylvania have achieved Phase IV. 

 

     PFSW is made up of representatives from the 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, DEP, the 

Pennsylvania Section American Water Works 

Association, and other drinking water 

organizations.  Its goal is to implement preventative 

measures that are based on optimizing treatment 

plant performance and maximizing the protection of 

public health. 

 

     To date, only a few water treatment plants in the 

nation have received the President's Award from the 

PfSW.  For more information, visit DEP’s website 

(Keyword: “filtration”). 

 

Source:  DEP News, 2/5/2015 

 

Register for "Moving 

Toward Sustainability" 

Water Utility Webinar 
 

n Feb. 23 at 1 p.m. ET, the EPA will host a 

webinar entitled "Sustainable and Effective 

Practices for Creating Your Water Utility 

Roadmap" as part of its Moving Toward 

Sustainability webinar series. This free national 

webinar on resiliency is part of OWM's ongoing 

effort to promote sustainable and resilient water 

utilities. In addition to remarks from EPA officials, 

the webinar will feature presentations from water 

utilities in Austin, Texas and Phoenix, Arizona on 

their efforts to become more sustainable and 

resilient in the face of climate-related challenges.  

 

     To register, go to 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/25508816

0360016129 .  

 

Source:  Water Headlines from EPA, 2/6/2015 

 

EQB: Meeting Cancellation  
 

T 
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he February 17, 2015, meeting of the 

Environmental Quality Board has been 

cancelled. The next regular meeting is 

scheduled for Tuesday, March 17, 2015, at 9 a.m. in 

Room 105, Rachel Carson State Office Building, 

400 Market Street, Harrisburg. Questions 

concerning the Environmental Quality Board's next 

scheduled meeting may be directed to Laura 

Edinger, (717) 783-8727, ledinger@pa.gov. 

 

Source:  PA Bulletin, 2/7/2015  

 

Revenue Department 

Releases January 2015 

Collections 
 

ennsylvania collected $2.4 billion in General 

Fund revenue in January, which was $89.7 

million, or 3.9 percent, more than anticipated, 

Acting Secretary of Revenue Eileen McNulty 

reported today. Fiscal year-to-date General Fund 

collections total $15.7 billion, which is $360.4 

million, or 2.3 percent, above estimate.  

 

     Sales tax receipts totaled $844.5 million for 

January, $6.9 million above estimate. Year-to-date 

sales tax collections total $5.6 billion, which is 

$66.6 million, or 1.2 percent, more than anticipated. 

 

     Personal income tax (PIT) revenue in January 

was $1.1 billion, $14.1 million below estimate. This 

brings year-to-date PIT collections to $6.3 billion, 

which is $400,000, above estimate.     

 

     January corporation tax revenue of $127.2 

million was $900,000 below estimate. Year-to-date 

corporation tax collections total $1.6 billion, which 

is $162.6 million, or 11.7 percent, above estimate. 

 

     Inheritance tax revenue for the month was $72.9 

million, $1.4 million below estimate, bringing the 

year-to-date total to $594.6 million, which is $81.5 

million, or 15.9 percent, above estimate.  

 

     Realty transfer tax revenue was $31.1 million for 

January, $7.3 million below estimate, bringing the 

fiscal-year total to $247.1 million, which is 

$28.4 million, or 10.3 percent, less than anticipated.  

 

     Other General Fund tax revenue, including 

cigarette, malt beverage, liquor and table games 

taxes, totaled $112.7 million for the month, $23 

million above estimate and bringing the year-to-date 

total to $854.6 million, which is $32.6 million, or 

3.8 percent, above estimate.  

 

     Non-tax revenue totaled $101.4 million for the 

month, $83.4 million above estimate, bringing the 

year-to-date total to $478.2 million, which is $45.1 

million, or 10.4 percent, above estimate. 

 

     In addition to the General Fund collections, the 

Motor License Fund received $196.1 million for the 

month, $7.9 million above estimate. Fiscal year-to-

date collections for the fund – which include the 

commonly known gas and diesel taxes, as well as 

other license, fine and fee revenues – total 

$1.4 billion, which is $9.2 million, or 0.7 percent, 

above estimate. 

 

Source:  Governor’s Press Office, 2/5/2015 

 

Governor Wolf Establishes 

Governor’s Office of 

Transformation, Innovation, 

Management and Efficiency 
  

n February 5, 2015, Governor Tom Wolf 

signed an executive order establishing the 

Governor’s Office of Transformation, 

Innovation, Management and Efficiency, which will 

coordinate efforts driven by agency heads with 

input from state employees. Governor Wolf’s 

executive order also directs state agencies to 

immediately generate $150 million in cost savings 

for the 2015-2016 fiscal year to help address 

Pennsylvania’s $2.3 billion deficit. 

  

     “Pennsylvania is facing a $2.3 billion deficit and 

tackling that starts with state government finding 

innovative ways to increase efficiencies and 

streamline management,” said Governor Wolf. “As 

a business owner, I had to constantly look for both 

savings through efficiency and ways to be 

innovative to better serve my customers. I did this, 

first and foremost, by getting input from my 

employees, which is exactly what we will now do in 
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state government. Every day, workers on the front 

lines see inefficiencies and ways to improve efforts. 

If this is done right, the Commonwealth will see an 

immediate savings of $150 million and a long-term 

savings of hundreds of millions.” 

  

     “In the coming weeks, we will announce even 

more plans for specific savings and innovations that 

will help us face our dire fiscal situation head-on,” 

Wolf continued. “These plans will return money to 

the taxpayers, help reduce our deficit, and more 

efficiently deliver services to Pennsylvania’s 

hardworking taxpayers.” 

  

     The Governor’s Office of Transformation, 

Innovation, Management and Efficiency will 

leverage inter-agency coordination and 

collaboration to maximize efficiency, modernize 

state government operations, and provide the 

highest quality services. In addition to better 

coordinating and broadening employee input, the 

initiatives also will include pursuing new 

opportunities to partner with the private sector and 

better leveraging collective buying and purchasing 

power. 

  

     The executive order forms a steering committee 

led by the Secretary of Administration and calls for 

agency heads to solicit employee input and identify 

key staff to form innovation teams, enhances inter-

agency coordination, and emphasizes public-private 

partnerships in an effort to find an immediate $150 

million in cost savings. 

  

     Executive Order: 2015-04 - Governor’s Office 

of Transformation, Innovation, Management and 

Efficiency  

   

Source:  Governor’s Press Office, 2/5/2015 

 

Governor Wolf Releases 

Work Schedule 
 

n February 5, 2015, in the spirit of openness 

and transparency, Governor Wolf posted his 

work calendar from January 21, 2015 

through February 6, 2015, online. Going forward, 

Governor Wolf’s work calendar will be posted each 

Friday on www.governor.pa.gov, and his public 

schedule for the day will be posted each morning. 

     “I firmly believe that creating a government that 

works starts with making sure public officials are 

held accountable for their actions,” said Governor 

Wolf. “I was hired by the people of Pennsylvania, 

and they deserve to know how I serve through my 

office. It’s time to restore the public’s trust in our 

government by pushing for reforms and initiatives 

that increase openness and transparency.” 

  

     You can view the calendar at this link:  

http://www.governor.pa.gov/Schedule/Pages/schedu

le.aspx#.VNU5DebF98G  

 

Source:  Governor’s Press Office, 2/5/2015 

 

# # # # # # # 

 

    This newsletter provides general information, 

not legal advice as to any specific matter.  It 

should not be used as a substitute for appropriate 

legal advice. 
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