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Gov. Corbett Accepts 

Resignation of DEP 

Secretary Chris Abruzzo 
 

n October 2, 2014, Governor Tom Corbett 

accepted the resignation of DEP Secretary 

E. Christopher Abruzzo, effective 

immediately.  

 

     "I thank Chris for his dedicated service to the 

people of Pennsylvania," Gov. Corbett said. "Our 

environment and natural resources are better 

protected today due to his leadership, as well as the 

hard work of the men and women of DEP." 

 

     Dana Aunkst, Executive Deputy Secretary for 

Programs, has been designated as Acting 

Secretary. Aunkst is a 22-year veteran of the 

department and a resident of Cumberland County. 

 

     Abruzzo sent the following statement to DEP 

staff: 

 

     "Today, I sent Governor Tom Corbett the official 

notice of my resignation from the position of 

Secretary at the Department of Environmental 

Protection, effective immediately. 

 

     "Since first becoming Acting DEP Secretary on 

April 13, 2013, I have had the wonderful 

opportunity to work with the most distinguished, 

extraordinary individuals in state government; 

individuals who dedicate their lives to carrying out 

the department's noble mission to protect 

Pennsylvania's air, land and water from pollution 

and provide for the health and safety of its citizens 

through a cleaner environment. 

 

     "It has been an honor to serve with you to carry 

out this important mission as a fellow member of 

the Department of Environmental Protection team."  

 

Source:  DEP News, 10/2/2014 

 

Senate Environmental 

Resources & Energy to 

Consider House Bill 1565 
 

n Monday, October 6, 2014, the Senate 

Environmental Resources & Energy 

Committee has scheduled House Bill 1565 

for a vote. 

 

     House Bill 1565 (Hahn-R) amends the Clean 

Streams Law further providing for potential 

pollution by adding that the use or installation of 
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riparian buffers and riparian forest buffers may be 

used as a preferred choice or option among best 

management practices, design standards and 

alternatives.  

 

     Moreover, projects in special protection 

watersheds that propose greater than one acre of 

earth disturbance within 100 feet of a surface water 

shall offset any reduction in the total square footage 

of the buffer zone that would have been utilized as a 

best management practice, with a replacement 

buffer elsewhere in the same drainage basin as close 

as feasible to the area of disturbance at a ratio of 

one-to-one.   

 

     Finally, any project incorporating such an 

alternative shall also include other best management 

practices. Replacement planting costs shall be 

calculated using department guidance as specified 

in BMP 6.7.1: Riparian Buffer Restoration of the 

Pennsylvania Stormwater Best Management 

Practice Manual. 

 

     Nearly four years ago the Department of 

Environmental Protection adopted a rule requiring 

stream buffers, not along all streams, but only in 

High Quality (HQ) and Exceptional Value (EV) 

Watersheds, 4 percent of the watersheds in 

Pennsylvania. 

 

     To provide flexibility, the rule provided nine 

different exemptions and six different waivers from 

the requirement, including for single family homes 

not part of a development, maintenance of 

pipelines, and for oil, gas, timber and mining 

operations.  In January DEP told the House they did 

not recall a single instance when a waiver was not 

granted. 

  

     As you know, riparian buffers cannot be 

removed from one area of a watershed and be 

replaced in another area of the watershed or in a 

different watershed and be expected to provide the 

same beneficial functions.  The proximity of a 

riparian buffer in the landscape is also critical to the 

biological, chemical and physical functions of the 

adjacent water body. 

 

     Riparian buffers are an essential component of 

watershed management plans that provide sources 

of supply or streams that feed into sources of supply 

for drinking water with numerous physical, 

chemical, and biological benefits that include, but 

are not limited to, the reduction of non-point source 

runoff, and absorptive capacity of soil particles to 

minimize loss of organic and nonorganic chemicals.     

 

     The values and benefits of riparian stream 

buffers have been well-documented in the scientific 

literature, but land cover is generally the most 

important driver of constituent loads and that a large 

proportion of pollutants can be eliminated from 

streams with buffers. 

 

     In addition, riparian buffers are the least 

expensive, most effective, lowest maintenance 

approach to maintaining water quality and reducing 

the harmful impacts of erosion, sedimentation and 

flooding. 

 

     Many environmental groups have expressed their 

opposition to the weakening of riparian buffer 

protection and associated reduction of water quality 

protection.  It should be noted that this proposed 

legislation may result in higher treatment costs for 

public water suppliers, which could result in 

increased rates on customers. 

 

     “If there are problems with the way the rule is 

administered, let’s tackle those issues, not throw out 

one of the most effective tools we have to improve 

water quality,” former DEP Secretary David Hess 

said in a letter to the Senate. 

 

     “Pennsylvania is facing significant mandates to 

meet water quality standards under the federal 

Clean Water Act in every watershed in the 

Commonwealth, as well as in special areas like the 

Chesapeake Bay, Lake Erie and Ohio River 

Watersheds.  

 

     To deny us the use of tools like stream buffers in 

our best watersheds will impose additional costs on 

taxpayers they can ill afford in today’s economy.” 

 

EQB to Meet October 21  
 

he Environmental Quality Board will meet 

on October 21 with an agenda that includes: 

Proposed Regulations on the Control of 

VOC Emissions From Metal Parts, Surface 

T 
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Coatings, Boats; Proposed Regulations on Security 

Rule for Radioactive Material; Rulemaking 

Petitions: Ban On Water Fluoridation and Bottled 

Water Fluoride Labeling; and the 3-Year Fee 

Report for Chapter 102  Erosion and Sedimentation 

Control Program.  

 

     Click Here for available handouts. The meeting 

will be held in Room 105 Rachel Carson Building 

starting at 9:00. 

 

Source:  PA Environmental Digest, 10/6/2014  

 

Technical Assistance Section-

Water Program Specialist- 

Distribution Optimization 

Coordinator- NEW 

EMPLOYEE 
 

epartment of Environmental Protection 

Secretary Chris Abruzzo recently 

announced that Justin Blashaw was 

selected as the new Distribution Optimization 

Coordinator (Paul Handke's vacant position).  

Justin's effective start date is October 18th. 

 

     Justin was most recently a Compliance 

Assistance Specialist in the South Central Region 

where he developed and delivered training on 

regulatory and technical topics for regional DEP 

and public water system staff.  During this time he 

also conducted Filter Plant Performance 

Evaluations and participated on the investigative 

sampling team for one of the state's Distribution - 

Comprehensive Performance Evaluations. 

 

     Justin holds a Water System Operator 

Certification License classes C and E, subclasses 1-

14.  Justin sat for and passed each individual 

subclass.  (i.e. subclasses were not grandfathered.)  

He earned a B.S. in Biology (Magna cum Laude) 

and M.S. in Environmental Health & Engineering 

from Gannon University.  Justin also spent some 

time working in the West Nile Program at the Erie 

County Health Department. 

 

     When the time is appropriate, Justin will be 

reaching out to water industry folks as he 

implements PA's Distribution Optimization 

Program.   

 

Source:  DEP, 9/30/2014 

 

Drinking Water News 

Newsletter is Now Available 
 

appy 30th Anniversary of the Pennsylvania 

Safe Drinking Water Act!  The Summer 

2014 issue of Drinking Water News, the 

newsletter from the Pennsylvania Department of 

Environmental Protection's Safe Drinking Water 

Program, is finally available.  The current edition of 

the newsletter, as well as past editions, is available 

at the link shown below.  Once you open the link, 

scroll to the bottom of the page and then select an 

issue. http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/

community/public_drinking_water/21162   

 

     This issue of Drinking Water News contains 

information on the 30th anniversary, routine 

performance monitoring, cross-connection control 

plans, certification of drinking water chemicals and 

a number of safety and security issues.  For those of 

you covered by the south-central regional office on 

Elmerton Avenue in Harrisburg, please make note 

of the new 24-hour emergency response number 

listed on page 8. 

 

     The Department of Environmental Protection 

hopes you enjoy the newsletter and find its contents 

to be helpful.  Comments on the newsletter or its 

contents, and suggestions on items to include in 

future editions, are always welcome.  Your 

feedback and suggestions can be sent to Joanne 

Nardone, Water Program Specialist, at 

jonardone@pa.gov . 

 

Source:  DEP, 9/30/2014 

 

DEP Announces Natural Gas 

Vehicle Workshop in 

Lycoming County 
 

he Department of Environmental Protection 

(DEP), along with partners at Eastern 

Pennsylvania Alliance for Clean 

D 
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Transportation (EP-ACT), invites fleet managers, 

municipalities and business owners to a natural gas 

vehicle workshop from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. on 

Tuesday, Oct. 14, at DEP's Northcentral Regional 

Office, 208 W. 3rd St., Williamsport. 

  

     Workshop attendees will hear from industry 

experts how natural gas is helping Pennsylvania 

move away from imported petroleum fuels to this 

homegrown, cleaner-burning, affordable alternative. 

 

     DEP staff will also provide information on the 

financial incentives available to help make the 

switch to compressed natural gas (CNG) or 

liquefied natural gas (LNG) through the agency's 

Act 13 Natural Gas Vehicle Program.  

 

     There is no charge for this workshop, and lunch 

will be provided. Seating is limited and registration 

is required. 

 

     The Act 13 Natural Gas Vehicles Program is 

funded by impact fees paid by natural gas operators. 

Act 13 authorized DEP to develop and implement 

the Natural Gas Energy Development program, 

offering $20 million in grants over three years. 

The third round of this program will offer an 

estimated $6 million to help pay for the incremental 

purchase and conversion costs of heavy-duty natural 

gas fleet vehicles.  

 

     Grant applications are due Nov. 14 and grants 

will be awarded this winter.  

 

     EP-ACT, formerly the Greater Philadelphia 

Clean Cities Program, has been assisting fleets with 

their transition to alternative fuels for more than 20 

years. The organization now assists fleets and 

municipalities work to displace petroleum in central 

and eastern Pennsylvania.  

 

     To register for this workshop, or learn more 

about the Act 13 grant program, visit 

www.dep.state.pa.us and click on the "Natural Gas 

Vehicle Grant Program" button on the homepage. 

 

Source:  DEP Press Releases, 9/30/2014 

 

DEP to Begin Accepting 

Applications for Small 

Business Advantage Grants 

Oct. 6 Grants will Fund 

Pollution Prevention and 

Energy Efficiency Projects  
 

he Department of Environmental Protection 

(DEP) invites manufacturers, retailers, 

service providers, agricultural businesses and 

other small businesses to apply for a Small Business 

Advantage Grant to finance pollution prevention 

and energy efficiency projects. The application 

period will open Monday, Oct. 6. 

 

     The grants provide funding to projects that 

include auxiliary power units deployed as anti-

idling technology for trucks, HVAC and boiler 

upgrades, high-efficiency lighting, solvent recovery 

systems and waste recycling systems. 

 

     Applicants must be a for-profit corporation, 

limited liability corporation, partnership, sole 

proprietorship or other legal entity with 100 or 

fewer full-time employees. The grant-supported 

project must be located in Pennsylvania and be 

owned by the applicant. Eligible projects must save 

the business a minimum of $500 and 25 percent 

annually in energy consumption or pollution related 

expenses. 

 

     Businesses can apply for 50-percent matching 

funds of up to $9,500 to adopt or acquire energy-

efficient or pollution-prevention equipment or 

procedures. Funding is eligible for those costs 

incurred between Oct. 6, 2014 and June 30, 2015. 

 

     Last year, DEP awarded 133 grants totaling 

more than $981,000 to Pennsylvania businesses to 

support pollution prevention and energy efficient 

upgrades, spurring more than $3.6 million in private 

investment. 

 

     The grant program is funded by the Hazardous 

Sites Cleanup Act, which is primarily supported by 

the Capital Stock and Franchise Tax and Act 13 

Impact Fee.  

 

     Applicants will be considered on a first come, 

first served basis. Applications will be accepted 

T 
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until fiscal year 14-15 funds are exhausted or April 

15, 2015, whichever occurs first. 

 

     Applications are available by visiting 

www.dep.state.pa.us and clicking on the "Small 

Business Advantage Grant" button. Applicants are 

advised to carefully review the guidance document, 

which has been updated and is also available on the 

website. 

 

     Applications must be mailed to the Department 

of Environmental Protection's Grants Center, P.O. 

Box 8776, Harrisburg, PA 17105-8776 or hand 

delivered to the center, 15th Floor, Rachel Carson 

State Office Building, 400 Market St., Harrisburg. 

Faxes or electronic submissions will not be 

accepted. 

 

     To contact the Small Business Ombudsman's 

Office, call 717-772-5160 or email 

epadvantagegrant@pa.gov. 

 

Source:  DEP Press Release, 10/2/2014 

 

DEP to Begin Accepting 

Applications for 2015 

Environmental Education 

Grants Oct. 6; Deadline to 

Apply Is Dec. 19 
 

n October 2, 2014, the Department of 

Environmental Protection (DEP) invited 

schools, colleges and universities, county 

conservation districts, nonprofit organizations, 

municipalities and businesses to apply for 

Environmental Education Grants to develop 

environmental education programs and projects. 

The application period will begin Monday, Oct. 6. 

 

     The grants provide funding to develop programs 

and projects that support environmental education 

about issues including: 

 

 Watersheds: abandoned mine drainage, non-

point source pollution and water conservation. 

  

 Chesapeake Bay Watershed Education: reducing 

non-point source pollution, such as nutrient and 

sediment loads and meaningful educational 

watershed experiences for students.  

 

 Air Quality: ground level ozone, transportation 

and electric generation issues. 

  

 Brownfields: education and outreach programs 

in brownfield redevelopment and sustainable 

communities, along with developing green, 

open spaces. 

  

 Energy: educational programs on energy 

efficiency and conservation, as well as, natural 

gas, coal, wind, solar and other energy sources 

and technologies. 

  

 Environmental Literacy: engage educators and 

stakeholders in content standards and field-

based environmental education. 

  

 Environmental Education Certification: develop 

and implement institutionalized and community-

based certification programs designed for 

teachers, naturalists and educators working in 

schools and environmental education facilities.  

 

Eligible projects include, but are not limited to, 

teacher professional development; curriculum 

integration; outdoor learning resources, such as 

trails, shelters, streamside plantings and 

educational programming; transportation to field 

study sites; water chemistry testing equipment; 

and educational events. Grants are awarded for 

up to $3,000.  

 

     In April, DEP awarded 111 grants totaling more 

than $309,000 to groups in support of 

environmental education programs across the state. 

Since the program's inception, DEP has awarded 

more than $9.6 million in grants. 

 

     The program was established by the 

Environmental Education Act of 1993 and mandates 

that 5 percent of all pollution fines and penalties 

collected annually by DEP be set aside for 

environmental education. 

 

O 
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     Applications are available online at 

www.dep.state.pa.us , or by contacting DEP's 

Environmental Education and Information Center at 

717-772-1828 or adevine@pa.gov . The deadline to 

apply is Dec. 19. 

 

Source:  DEP Press Release, 10/2/2014 

 

PUC Publishes 

Cybersecurity Best Practices 

for Pennsylvania Utilities 
 

n light of Cybersecurity Awareness Month, the 

Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (PUC) 

announced its publication of Cybersecurity Best 

Practices for Small and Medium Pennsylvania 

Utilities. The document is available on the 

Commission’s website. 

 

     “While we are proud of our accomplishments to 

date, this is an ever changing area where we can 

always do more. From the Shellshock Bash bug to 

the massive Home Depot hack, cybersecurity 

intrusions are real, close to home, far too frequent 

and devastating to companies and individuals 

alike,” said Commissioner Pamela A. Witmer in a 

statement. “Cybersecurity threats continue to 

change and evolve, so we are always educating 

ourselves in implementing the newest and most 

preventative efforts,” Witmer said in a video news 

release.  

 

     The guide outlines red flags to look for and ways 

to prevent identity or property theft; how to manage 

vendors and contractors who may have access to a 

company’s data; what to know about anti-virus 

software, firewalls and network infrastructure; how 

to protect physical assets, such as a computer in a 

remote location or a misplaced employee device; 

how to respond to a cyber-attack and preserve 

forensic information after the fact; and how to 

report incidents. 

 

     The PUC urges utility leaders to read the 

cybersecurity guide and recommends holding 

company workshops to review this information with 

employees. 

 

     The publication of best practices follows various 

Commission efforts, led by Commissioner Witmer, 

to educate other state commissions and utility 

companies about cybersecurity and to guard 

consumers, employees and utilities from cyber-

attacks. 

 

     This year, on April 29, 2014, Commissioner 

Witmer and Commonwealth’s Chief Information 

Security Officer hosted a seminar to educate 

Commission employees on cybersecurity best 

practices. Two 1.5-hour sessions were held in the 

Commonwealth Keystone Building in Harrisburg 

and were streamed live for regional PUC offices. 

On May 29, 2014, Commissioner Witmer joined 

former Governor Tom Ridge, who served as the 

first Secretary of the U.S. Department of Homeland 

Security, and other reputable panelists to speak at 

the 8
th

 Annual Energy and Public Utilities 

Symposium in Washington, D.C., titled “Cyber 

Security and the Energy and Utilities Industries.” 

 

     The Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 

balances the needs of consumers and utilities; 

ensures safe and reliable utility service at 

reasonable rates; protects the public interest; 

educates consumers to make independent and 

informed utility choices; furthers economic 

development; and fosters new technologies and 

competitive markets in an environmentally sound 

manner. 

 

     For recent news releases and video of select 

Commission proceedings or more information about 

the PUC, visit our website at www.puc.pa.gov. 

Follow the PUC on Twitter – @PA_PUC for all 

things utility. “Like” PAPowerSwitch on Facebook 

for easy access to information on electric shopping. 

 

Source:  PUC Press Release, 10/2/2014 

 

New Video, Op-Ed, and 

Speech Released on Proposal 

to Protect Clean Water  
 

PA and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

have proposed a rule to strengthen protection 

for clean water that is vital to our health, our 
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7 

communities, and our economy. Several new pieces 

about the proposal were released this week. 

 

 A video outlines the importance of clean water 

and our proposal to protect it. Watch the video.  

 

 An op-ed by EPA Administrator McCarthy 

appeared in the Huffington Post.    

  

 Administrator McCarthy delivered the keynote 

address at WEFTEC (the Water Environment 

Federation Technical Exhibition and 

Conference), where she focused on why the 

proposal is so vital. Read her remarks. 

 

     As always, information about the proposal can 

be found on the main webpage. 

 

Source:  EPA Water Headlines, 10/2/2014 

 

# # # # # # # 

 

    This newsletter provides general information, 

not legal advice as to any specific matter.  It 

should not be used as a substitute for appropriate 

legal advice. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=svi9mN4v5lQ
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/gina-mccarthy/clean-water-act_b_5900734.html
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/8d49f7ad4bbcf4ef852573590040b7f6/b5657cd6aa9301cd85257d620051f770!OpenDocument
http://www2.epa.gov/uswaters/proposal-protect-clean-water

