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DEP Accepting Feedback on 

Enhancing Public 

Engagement  
 

n order to enhance public engagement, the 

Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 

announced its proposed improvements to three 

policy documents, and is seeking comments on the 

proposed updates. The policies focus on 

development and review of regulations, interaction 

with Advisory Committees, and development and 

publication of technical guidance.  

 

     Originally developed in the 1990s, these policies 

provide an overview of how DEP implements the 

Commonwealth's regulatory review process, the 

function of its advisory committees, boards and 

councils, and DEP's Technical Guidance Document 

development process, respectively.  

 

     The Policy for the Development and Review of 

Regulations illustrates the avenues an individual can 

take to engage with DEP during the regulatory 

process. Additional clarity was added to specify 

what, why and how DEP carries out its regulatory 

obligations under the Regulatory Review Act. 

 

     The Advisory Committee Guidelines reflect the 

integration of technology in advisory meetings, 

providing additional flexibility and transparency to 

the public and stakeholders. The policy will help 

provide consistency regarding expectations for DEP 

staff, committee members, and the public for all 

meetings. 

 

     The Policy for the Development and Publication 

of Technical Guidance improves readability, 

outlines DEP's key considerations for the 

development of TGDs, and provides direction to 

individuals interested in providing or reviewing 

comments submitted to DEP during a public 

comment period.  

 

     "These updated policies will provide a clearer 

path for the public to engage with DEP during the 

development of regulations and technical guidance 

documents," said DEP Secretary Patrick 

McDonnell. "It's essential that we have the best 

possible process to receive feedback from 

Pennsylvania's residents and businesses in the 

development of policies that protect the 

environment."  

 

     DEP will accept comments on all three policies 

from October 14 through December 13. To view the 

draft policies and submit comments electronically 

using DEP's eComment system, visit: 

http://www.ahs.dep.pa.gov/eComment/  
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     Written comments on the draft policies should be 

sent to Abbey Cadden, Technical Guidance 

Coordinator, Department of Environmental 

Protection, Office of Policy, Rachel Carson State 

Office Building, P.O. Box 2063, Harrisburg, PA 

17105-2063.   

 

     Comments submitted by facsimile will not be 

accepted. All comments, including those submitted 

by email, must include the originator's name and 

address. 

 

Source:  DEP Press Release, 10/13/2017 

 

DEP: Availability of 

Technical Guidance  
 

echnical guidance documents (TGD) are 

available on the Department of 

Environmental Protection's website at 

http://www.elibrary.dep.state.pa.us/dsweb/HomePa

ge . Interested persons may submit written 

comments on this draft TGD by Wednesday, 

December 13 using the Department's eComment 

system at www.ahs.dep.pa.gov/eComment or by 

email to ecomment@pa.gov . Written comments 

should be submitted to the Policy Office, 

Department of Environmental Protection, 400 

Market Street, Harrisburg. Questions should be 

directed to Abbey Cadden at (717) 705-3769 or 

acadden@pa.gov . Changes to the TGD can be 

found at http://www.pabulletin.com . 

 

Source:  Pennsylvania Bulletin, 10/14/2017  

 

DEP Collects $220,000 

Penalty from Ohio Lab for 

Violations  
 

he Pennsylvania Department of 

Environmental Protection (DEP) collected a 

$220,000 penalty from Summit Labs in 

Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio, for violations related to 

testing drinking water samples and failure to notify 

DEP and public water suppliers in cases of MCL 

exceedances, among others.  

 

     "We rely on accredited, third-party labs for 

testing to ensure the safety and validity of drinking 

water treatment, and those labs must meet our 

standards and provide the proper notification," said 

DEP Secretary Patrick McDonnell. 

 

     Among the violations Summit Labs was cited for 

include: 

 

• Failure to properly notify public water supplier 

and the Department of an MCL exceedance  

 

• Failure to control laboratory conditions, to 

identify and correct contamination.  

 

• Failure to generate accurate and valid data.    

Failure of the laboratory supervisor to properly 

certify results. 

 

• Failure to have proper staffing, management 

structure, quality assurance/quality control to 

ensure Summit generated accurate, valid data. 

 

     DEP reached a settlement agreement with 

Summit Labs to address these violations, in which 

Summit Labs agreed to pay $220,000 in penalties.  

 

     "None of these violations are known to have 

affected public health, however that does not excuse 

the actions of Summit Labs," said McDonnell. 

"Ensuring that accurate and timely information is 

made available to DEP and public water systems 

from labs like this is a crucial part of providing 

clean, safe drinking water to the people of 

Pennsylvania." 

 

Source:  DEP Press Release, 10/12/2017 

 

DEP to Cover Cost of at 

Least 800 Agricultural Plans 

for Clean Water in 

Pennsylvania’s Part of 

Chesapeake Bay Watershed   
 

he Department of Environmental Protection 

(DEP) will reimburse farmers in 

Pennsylvania’s part of the Chesapeake Bay 
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Watershed for the cost of preparing hundreds of 

agricultural plans for clean water.  

 

     “We know it can be a challenge, especially for 

small operations, to afford fees for technical help on 

plans for pollutant reduction in local streams and 

rivers,” said DEP Secretary Patrick McDonnell. 

“Through reimbursements to farmers, our 

Agricultural Plan Reimbursement Program will 

cover the cost of preparation of at least 800 and as 

many as 2,200 plans.” 

 

     The program is part of a commitment that 

Governor Wolf, the U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA), and the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture announced in 2016 to make state and 

federal funding available to improve water quality 

in Pennsylvania’s 43 counties in the Bay watershed 

for local benefit and, ultimately, all partner states in 

the watershed. 

 

     “Farmers recognize the importance of 

conservation stewardship because they depend on 

clean water and healthy soil,” said Department of 

Agriculture Secretary Russell Redding. 

“Throughout the watershed—and throughout the 

state—there are countless farmers who want to do 

the right thing when it comes to protecting our 

natural resources. This reimbursement plan is part 

of Governor Wolf’s commitment to investing in 

Pennsylvania farmers, the viability of their 

operations, and the health of our waterways.” 

 

     State regulations require all farmers to 

implement manure management, nutrient 

management, or agriculture erosion and sediment 

control plans and, in some cases, more than one of 

these plans. The regulations are a key component of 

Pennsylvania’s effort to meet its EPA-mandated 

water pollution reduction targets for the Chesapeake 

Bay. 

 

     To prepare their plans, many farmers enlist 

technical experts, whose services generally cost 

from $500 to $1,500 per plan, depending on the size 

of the farm. 

 

     Farmers can now be reimbursed for plans 

developed after January 1, 2017.  

 

     Consultants are coordinating the reimbursement 

program, conducting extensive outreach to farmers, 

and supplying potential options for farmers who are 

seeking technical experts.  

 

     The deadline to register to participate in the 

program is April 1, 2018, and plans must be 

submitted to the appropriate consultant by May 30. 

 

     Farmers in the Bay watershed in Bradford, 

Cameron, Carbon, Centre, Clearfield, Clinton, 

Columbia, Elk, Jefferson, Lackawanna, Luzerne, 

Lycoming, McKean, Montour, Northumberland, 

Potter, Schuylkill, Snyder, Sullivan, Susquehanna, 

Union, Tioga, Wayne, and Wyoming Counties 

should contact: 

 

Coordinator: Sara Bolton, Larson Design 

Group, Inc 

mailto:sbolton@larsondesigngroup.com 

570-374-5700 

1000 Commerce Park Dr. 

Williamsport, PA 17701 

 

     Farmers in the Bay watershed in Adams, 

Bedford, Berks, Blair, Cambria, Chester, 

Cumberland, Dauphin, Franklin, Fulton, 

Huntingdon, Indiana, Juniata, Lancaster, Lebanon, 

Mifflin, Perry, Somerset, and York Counties should 

contact: 

 

Coordinator: Jedd Moncavage, TeamAg Inc. 

mailto:jeddm@teamaginc.com 

717-721-6795 

120 Lake St. 

Ephrata, PA 17522  

 

     “By partnering on agricultural inspections 

compliance, providing federal grants for best 

management practice implementation, helping to 

document farmers’ voluntary efforts, and now 

sharing costs on agricultural plans,” Secretary 

McDonnell said, “DEP is doing everything it can to 

assist farmers in their efforts to clean up our local 

waters.” 

 

Source:  DEP Press Release, 10/13/2017 

 

PUC Hosts Wilkes-Barre ‘Be 

Utility Wise’ Education 
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Event Focusing on Essential 

Customer Assistance 

Programs 
 

ducation and outreach specialists from the 

Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 

(PUC) will meet with social service 

organizations from across the northeastern portion 

of the state next week as part of a series of 

statewide events highlighting customer assistance 

programs intended to help low-income households 

maintain essential utility services. 

 

     The PUC’s “Be Utility Wise” event for the 

Wilkes-Barre/Scranton area is scheduled for 

Tuesday, Oct. 17, from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., at the 

Mohegan Sun Conference Center, 1280 Highway 

315, Wilkes Barre. 

 

     The PUC’s Be Utility Wise events are intended 

to help local human service agencies and 

community-based assistance organizations better 

understand the utility programs and services 

available in their communities. The free “train-the-

trainer” events feature presentations from state 

agencies, local utility companies and other financial 

assistance programs to share ideas. Presenters 

discuss financial assistance programs for utility 

customers, career tools for job seekers, energy 

conservation and weatherization, protecting against 

utility scams and more. 

 

     “One of the biggest challenges we face is 

connecting struggling consumers to the resources 

and agencies who can help them,” said PUC 

Chairman Gladys M. Brown. “By working together 

with community organizations, who are on the front 

lines every day, we hope to increase awareness of 

various customer assistance programs and reach 

more residents who may be struggling to heat their 

homes or pay their utility bills.” 

 

     The theme for this year’s PUC outreach 

campaign is “it takes a village of resources,” 

underscoring the roles that many different 

organizations play in providing services to families 

in-need. 

 

     According to data compiled by the PUC, 

Pennsylvania utilities spent nearly $398 million on 

various customer assistance programs last year, not 

counting private assistance or the federal Low 

Income Heating Assistance Program (LIHEAP). 

Every year, these programs help reduce the monthly 

bills or reduce energy consumption for more than 

313,000 electric customers and over 160,000 natural 

gas customers across the state – and enrollment and 

annual spending for these programs has increased 

dramatically over the past decade. 

 

     Additionally, utilities and their customers also 

contribute several million dollars per year in 

hardship funds, assisting thousands of in-need 

families. 

 

     The Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 

balances the needs of consumers and utilities; 

ensures safe and reliable utility service at 

reasonable rates; protects the public interest; 

educates consumers to make independent and 

informed utility choices; furthers economic 

development; and fosters new technologies and 

competitive markets in an environmentally sound 

manner. 

 

     For recent news releases and video of select 

Commission proceedings or more information about 

the PUC, visit our website at 

http://www.puc.pa.gov/ . Follow the PUC on 

Twitter – @PA_PUC for all things utility.  “Like” 

Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission on 

Facebook for easy access to information on utility 

issues. 

 

Source:  PUC Press Release, 10/13/2017 
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    This newsletter provides general information, 

not legal advice as to any specific matter.  It 

should not be used as a substitute for appropriate 

legal advice. 
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