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EQB Meeting Cancellation  
 

he July 18, 2017, meeting of the 

Environmental Quality Board is cancelled. 

The next regular meeting of the board is 

scheduled for Tuesday, August 15, 2017, at 9 a.m. 

in the Rachel Carson State Office Building, 

Harrisburg. Agenda and meeting materials will be 

available at http://www.dep.pa.gov (select ''Public 

Participation,'' then ''Environmental Quality Board 

(EQB)'').  

 

     Questions should be directed to Laura Edinger at 

(717) 783-8727 or mailto:ledinger@pa.gov.   

 

Source:  Pennsylvania Bulletin, 6/24/2017  

 

House State Government 

Committee to Convene 

Second Public Hearing on 

Alleged Regulatory 

Overreach by Susquehanna 

River Basin Commission 
  

WHAT:   PA House State Government Committee 

Chairman Daryl Metcalfe (R-Butler) will convene a 

second public hearing to receive testimony and 

investigate concerns of alleged regulatory overreach 

by the Susquehanna River Basin Commission. 

These include duplicative testing, excessive fees 

and fines on local municipalities and businesses, as 

well as the disregard of the professional opinions of 

Pennsylvania licensed hydrologists and engineers. 

  

WHO:    The hearing will feature presentations by 

Rep. Kristin Phillips-Hill (R-York); Andrew 

Dehoff, executive director, Susquehanna River 

Basin Commission; and representatives from 

Shepstone Management Company, Pennsylvania 

Turfgrass Council, Shrewsbury Borough Council, 

Middlesex Township Municipal Authority, East 

Hempfield Township Municipal Authority, and East 

Berlin Area Joint Authority. 

  

WHEN:     Monday, June 26, at 9 a.m. 

  

WHERE:  Shrewsbury Borough Municipal 

Building, 35 West Railroad Ave., Shrewsbury.   

  

LIVESTREAM:   Log on to RepMetcalfe.com 

beginning at 8:55 a.m. on Monday morning. 

 

Source:  Rep. Metcalfe Press Release, 6/23/2017 
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Christiana Bill to License PA 

Plumbers Advances 
 

n June 20, 2017, the House of 

Representatives approved legislation to 

establish a state certification program for 

Pennsylvania plumbers, said Rep. Jim Christiana 

(R-Beaver/Washington), author of the measure. 

 

     Christiana's proposal, House Bill 442, would 

ensure plumbers licensed through the program have 

the knowledge and expert training needed to safely 

perform maintenance on homes and protect public 

health. 

 

     "Having state-licensed plumbers will give 

homeowners greater peace of mind when selecting a 

professional to perform service and maintenance in 

their homes," Christiana said. "People want to know 

that the contractor they are hiring knows what he or 

she is doing and will not take any dangerous 

shortcuts that could lead to unsafe water supplies or 

damage to their homes." 

 

     The bill would also help plumbers compete for 

work in Pennsylvania and surrounding states. 

 

     "Many of our neighbors already have state 

licensing programs in place so our plumbers aren't 

able to work within their borders," Christiana said. 

"I want our plumbers from Beaver County working 

in Ohio, our plumbers in Monroe County taking 

jobs in New Jersey and our plumbers from York 

accepting work in Maryland." 

 

     Additionally, Christiana noted his bill would 

help boost interest in career training within the 

plumbing field. 

 

     "We often talk about the number of high-paying 

trades that are overlooked or underused by high 

school students and the plumbing industry is a 

perfect example," Christiana said. "This bill would 

set apart highly skilled and trained professionals 

from those who are not." 

 

     House Bill 442 now moves to the Senate for 

consideration. 

 

Source:  Rep. Christiana Press Release, 6/21/2017 

Senate Approves Fontana 

Bills to Aid Citizens with 

Sewer/Water Line Repairs 
 

n June 21, 2017, the Senate unanimously 

approved two bills sponsored by state Sen. 

Wayne D. Fontana (D-Allegheny) that 

would allow local governments to tap government 

funding sources to help citizens fund sewer and 

water line repairs - especially when public health or 

safety are at risk. 

 

     "The Senate's vote today signals a willingness to 

do all we can to help communities assure the safety 

and reliability of Pennsylvania's water systems," 

Fontana said. "With an understanding that replacing 

aging lead waterlines is a costly undertaking, these 

bills give municipalities more ways to help citizens 

repair or replace sewer laterals and waterlines on 

their property." 

 

     Pittsburgh Mayor Bill Peduto commended 

Fontana and said the bills would "give local leaders 

more options and resources in their arsenal to assist 

citizens with repairing or replacing water lines and 

sewer laterals. The city has already begun replacing 

old lead lines, educating the public about the lead 

content in drinking water and distributed over 

20,000 filters to Pittsburgh homeowners." 

 

     The Federal Environmental Protection Agency 

recently issued a report showing that lead levels in 

the Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority System 

exceed the federal threshold. Fontana said the 

problem is worsening across the nation and said 

communities will need to step up efforts to eradicate 

the threat of lead in drinking water. 

 

     "Our state's aging infrastructure is becoming 

more and more compromised by high lead content, 

storm water overflows, discharges and other serious 

issues because many homeowners cannot afford to 

repair deteriorating waterlines," Fontana said, 

noting that repairs can often run from $5,000 to 

$35,000. 

 

     Pittsburgh has over 1,200 miles of lateral sewer 

pipe, and is one of the largest cities to exceed the 

federal threshold. 
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     The Fontana bills would: 

 

• allow local governments and municipal 

authorities to use state PENNVEST 

(Pennsylvania Infrastructure Investment 

Authority) funding to assist citizens repair and 

replace deteriorating sewer lateral and water 

service lines on their property (Senate Bill 639). 

The bill would not transfer ownership or 

responsibility for the homeowner's water lines 

to the municipal authority. It would merely give 

the municipality the option and flexibility to 

structure a program to use state government 

resources for repair and replacement work; and 

 

• enable municipalities and municipal authorities 

to use dollars from a variety of local 

government sources to fund repairs to water and 

sewer lines when there is a threat to public 

health or safety (Senate Bill 656). 

 

     Both bills passed the chamber unanimously. The 

bills now go to the House of Representatives for 

consideration. 

 

Source:  Senator Fontana Press Release, 6/21/2017 

 

Senate Approves Baker Bill 

to Increase Public Safety by 

Expanding PA One Call  
 

he Pennsylvania Senate unanimously 

approved legislation sponsored by Sen. Lisa 

Baker (R-20th District), that would ensure 

greater public safety by extending and expanding 

provisions of the PA One Call Law.  

  

     Also known as 811, the communications system 

helps prevent damage to underground utilities and 

avoid tragedies by requiring companies and people 

to "Call Before You Dig." That information is then 

used to determine if there are any lines at-risk in the 

area, so they can be marked prior to excavation. 

In floor remarks, Baker noted, "bipartisan support 

has kept this issue on the agenda and put us in 

position to finally succeed in improving community 

safety through better compliance and better 

enforcement of pipeline safety."  

 

     Chief among the changes proposed in Senate Bill 

242 is assigning enforcement powers to the Public 

Utility Commission (PUC), a shift Baker believes 

makes sense because the agency already regulates 

the utilities participating in PA One Call. Currently 

the Department of Labor and Industry is responsible 

for enforcement. An important companion to the 

oversight structure is the creation of a Damage 

Prevention Committee that will work in conjunction 

with the PUC to promote industry best practices and 

collect accident data in order to achieve a stronger 

safety record with our underground utility lines. 

 

     All Class 1 pipelines, located in more rural areas 

that carry unconventional oil or natural gas, will 

now be included in PA One Call, as will 

conventional oil or natural gas pipelines with a 

diameter greater than 8 inches. Other 

implementations in the bill include new mapping 

enhancements to better locate existing underground 

lines plus those of new construction.   

 

     "This bill is a substantial improvement. It is 

building upon a solid law that we have and it will 

provide responsible and reasonable action," Baker 

said.  

 

     It is estimated there are more than 6,000 "hits" 

each year, approximately half involving natural gas 

lines. These incidents jeopardize the public, place 

workers at risk, and compromise infrastructure. 

Preventing pipeline damage increases safety and 

reduces costs. 

 

     "The intent of this bill is to reduce the number of 

problems encountered," Baker said. "By 

implementing some common sense safety measures, 

we are acting to help prevent catastrophes." 

 

     The legislature granted a one-year extension of 

the program last year, but Baker insists a long-term 

fix is warranted.  

 

Source:  Senator Baker Press Release, 6/21/2017 

 

Senate Confirms Revenue 

Secretary  
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he Senate confirmed the nomination of Dan 

Hassell to serve as Secretary of the 

Department of Revenue on June 19, 2017. 

Hassell had served as Acting Revenue Secretary 

since the April 21 retirement of Revenue Secretary 

Eileen McNulty. He has served in several posts in 

the Revenue Department over his career and had 

previously served as Revenue Secretary in 2010. 

 

Source:  Senator Mensch Weekly Session Wrap-up, 

6/22/2017 

 

DEP Grants Available for 

Alternative Fuel 

Transportation  
 

he Pennsylvania Department of 

Environmental Protection (DEP) is accepting 

grant applications for innovative, advanced 

fuel and vehicle technology projects that will result 

in cleaner advanced alternative transportation 

within the Commonwealth. DEP’s Alternative Fuels 

Incentive Grant (AFIG) Program offers funding for 

the purchase and use of alternative fuels and 

alternative fuel vehicles. Grant applications will be 

accepted throughout 2017 with submission period 

deadlines in July and December, 2017. 

 

     “Now more than ever it is important to look at 

ways that we can cut down greenhouse gas 

pollution from all sectors,” said Patrick McDonnell, 

DEP Secretary. “Transportation grants such as these 

provide support for schools and other entities to cut 

down on their carbon footprints and improve the air 

we breathe, all while saving money.” 

 

     The AFIG Program can assist school districts, 

municipal authorities, nonprofits, corporations, 

LLCs, and partnerships registered to do business in 

Pennsylvania in offsetting the costs of 

implementing alternative fuel using transportation 

projects. The Alternative Fuels Incentive Grant 

Program is funded by annual gross receipts tax on 

utilities. 

 

     DEP is offering grants in the following project 

categories:  

 

• Vehicle Retrofit or Purchase – To offset the 

incremental cost of purchasing alternative fuel 

vehicles or retrofitting existing vehicles to 

operate on alternative fuels.  

 

• Alternative Fuel Refueling Infrastructure – 

To assist in the costs to purchase and install 

refueling equipment for fleet and workplace, 

home or intermediary refueling.  

 

• Innovative Technology – To support research, 

training, development, and demonstration of 

new alternative fuels and alternative fuel 

vehicles.  

 

     Applications for grants in the AFIG program will 

remain open to receive proposals throughout the 

2017 calendar year. The Department will hold two 

submission periods. The first submission period 

deadline will occur on Friday, July 14, 2017, at 4:00 

PM and the second submission period deadline will 

occur on Friday, December 15, 2017, at 4:00 PM. 

 

     The AFIG program will accept applications at 

any time during the year and evaluate the 

applications received after each submission period 

and determine awards. Project applications received 

during the first submission period that do not 

receive an award can be resubmitted immediately 

for consideration during the next submission period 

in accordance with the AFIG Program rules. 

 

     AFIG guidelines and application instructions are 

available here.   

 

Applications must be submitted online through the 

eGrants system.   

 

Source:  DEP Press Release, 6/20/2017 

 

Don Welsh Elected Chair, 

James Sandoe Vice Chair of 

DEP Citizens Advisory 

Council  
 

n June 20, 2017, the DEP Citizens Advisory 

County elected Donald Welsh Chair of the 

Council. He succeeds William Fink who 

T 

T 
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first became Chair in 2015.  James Sandoe was 

elected Vice Chair. 

 

Don Welsh 

 

     Don Welsh has 30 years of experience in federal, 

state and local government and lives in Chester 

County. He was elected vice-chair of the CAC in 

June 2015. 

 

     He is known for building and maintaining 

successful partnerships among elected officials, 

government agencies, businesses and interest 

groups to achieve environmental results.  

  

     In 2009-2010 he served as President & Chief 

Executive Officer of the PA Environmental Council 

where he led and directed Pennsylvania’s most 

respected statewide non-profit environmental 

organization. 

 

     Prior to PEC, Don was the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency Region III Regional 

Administrator for eight years where he was 

responsible for planning, managing and directing 

the activities of the U.S. EPA in the six-state Mid-

Atlantic Region. 

 

     His career with EPA also included time as the 

Region III Chief of Government Affairs (1984-

1995), Executive Assistant to the Regional 

Administrator (1985-1991) and Pennsylvania State 

Liaison Officer (1984-1985). 

 

     He has held several positions in the Department 

of Environmental Protection, including Deputy 

Secretary for State/Federal Relations (1997-2001) 

and Special Assistant to the Secretary for Federal 

Liaison (1995-1997). 

 

James Sandoe 

 

     James Sandoe is a retire business executive from 

Lancaster County with over 30 years in the 

automotive and logistics fields at the level of 

General Manager. 

 

     Before retiring, he served as Northeast Regional 

Manager for Bridgestone Logistics in York.  The 

company served as the east coast hub for California 

Wine Country Gift Baskets and Sandoe was in 

charge of inventory and shipment of thousands of 

packages daily to all fifty states. 

 

     Since he retired, he has been involved in the 

science of climate. I have taken seven college 

courses, including the basic science, earth science 

and the economics of sustainability. The last one 

with Dr. Jeffrey Sachs at Columbia University had a 

big impact on me personally, and it is the reason 

that I am applying for this position. 

 

     The July 18 meeting of Council is canceled. The 

next meeting will be held on August 14 and will be 

a field visit (location to be decided). 

 

     For more information, visit DEP’s Citizens 

Advisory Council webpage or contact Lee Ann 

Murray, Executive Director, P. O. Box 8459, 

Harrisburg, PA 17105-8459, 717-705-2693, 

LeeMurray@pa.gov . 

 

Source:  PA Environmental Digest, 6/26/2017 

 

# # # # # # # 

 

    This newsletter provides general information, 

not legal advice as to any specific matter.  It 

should not be used as a substitute for appropriate 

legal advice. 
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