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PA- Section, American Water Works Association 

National Association of Water Companies 

Water Works Operators' Association of Pennsylvania 
 

NAWC, PA Chapter Honors 

Patti Kay Wisniewski of U.S. 

EPA Region III for 

Dedication to Safe Drinking 

Water 
 

n May 9, 2017, the National Association of 

Water Companies (NAWC), Pennsylvania 

Chapter recognized Patti Kay Wisniewski, 

Drinking Water Security Coordinator in Region III 

of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 

with its James McGirr Kelly Award for Excellence.  

The organization honored Mrs. Wisniewski today 

during its awards luncheon at the NAWC PA 

Chapter’s Annual Meeting in Harrisburg, PA. 

 

     The James McGirr Kelly Award for Excellence 

is the highest honor bestowed by NAWC’s PA 

Chapter.  The industry association presents the 

award each year to a resident of Pennsylvania who 

most exemplifies dedication to promoting the 

availability of safe drinking water in the 

commonwealth. 

 

     “This award reflects our industry’s sincere 

gratitude to Patti Kay for her years of dedicated 

public service and advocacy for policies that 

promote a healthy environment and reinvestment in 

infrastructure to ensure safe and reliable water 

service for all Pennsylvanians,” said NAWC PA 

Chapter Chairman David Kaufman. 

 

 
 
Dave Kaufman, Chairman of NAWC-PA, presents the James 
McGirr Kelly Award for Excellence to Patti Kay Wisniewski, 
Drinking Water Security Coordinator at EPA Region III 

 

     For many years, Patti Kay served as a Team 

Leader to state program managers while also 

overseeing the Pennsylvania drinking water 

 

O 

Water Utility Council of the 

PA-Section, American Water 

Works Association (PA-AWWA) 

http://www.millirongoodman.com/
mailto:Erik@millirongoodman.com


2 

program.  She has served as the Regulatory 

Development and Implementation Specialist in the 

drinking water program and as the Drinking Water 

Security and Counter-Terrorism Coordinator 

involved in agency initiatives surrounding security, 

preparedness, emergency response and counter-

terrorism, most recently expanding into climate 

resiliency.  

 

     Patti Kay has provided timely information to the 

water industry about new federal drinking water 

regulations and the availability of numerous tools 

and resources available to utilities for planning, 

preparing and responding to emergencies and 

extreme weather.   

 

     “I’ve dedicated my 31-year career at EPA to 

helping others, internal and external to the agency,” 

said Mrs. Wisniewski.  “I’m honored to be 

recognized by the drinking water industry in 

Pennsylvania and to join the distinguished list of 

recipients of this award, including my colleague at 

EPA, Rick Rogers.” 

 

     The NAWC PA Chapter’s Annual Meeting 

coincides with “Drinking Water Week” in 

Pennsylvania and featured presentations by 

Pennsylvania Public Utility Commissioner David 

Sweet; Kelly Means, Executive Deputy Secretary 

for Programs at the Department of Environmental 

Protection; Rick Rogers, Acting Deputy Director of 

the Water Protection Division at EPA Region III; 

and an executive forum featuring utility executives 

from the member companies of the NAWC PA 

Chapter. 

 

     The NAWC (www.nawc.org) represents all 

aspects of the private water service industry 

including ownership of regulated drinking water 

and wastewater utilities and the many forms of 

public-private partnerships and management 

contract arrangements.  The Pennsylvania Chapter 

consists of five member companies that provide 

safe and adequate drinking water service to over 3.1 

million Pennsylvanians in 492 communities in 39 

counties.  In addition, three of our member 

companies provide wastewater service to 

approximately 195,000 Pennsylvanians in 34 

communities across nine counties.  

 

PUC Commissioners 

Congratulate Commissioner 

Powelson Regarding 

Nomination to Federal 

Energy Regulatory Post 
 

embers of the Pennsylvania Public Utility 

Commission (PUC) today offered 

congratulations to Commissioner Robert 

F. Powelson, following an announcement from the 

White House that President Trump intends to 

nominate Powelson to serve on the Federal Energy 

Regulatory Commission (FERC). 

 

     Chairman Gladys M. Brown: "Commissioner 

Powelson is knowledgeable and passionate about 

public utility issues - from infrastructure investment 

and marketplace competition to innovation and the 

development of our next generation of utility 

workers. He has also been a strong advocate for 

Pennsylvania and for the important role of utility 

regulators across the country. His service reflects 

well on the work of the Pennsylvania Public Utility 

Commission and will be positive for the 

Commonwealth." 

 

     Vice Chairman Andrew G. Place: "Rob's 

nomination comes at a key moment for federal 

environmental and energy policy. The reshaped 

Commission will continue to be challenged to 

balance the demand for rational energy choices in 

support of both economic sustainability and 

environmental stewardship. The crucible of 

Pennsylvania has put him in a favorable position to 

navigate these demands." 

 

     Commissioner John F. Coleman Jr.: "I wish to 

congratulate my colleague and friend on this 

prestigious honor of being nominated by President 

Trump to serve as a FERC Commissioner. Rob has 

been a stalwart champion of competitive electric 

and natural gas markets. During his tenure as 

Chairman, Pennsylvania has become a leader 

among states and a model for others to follow."     

 

     Commissioner David W. Sweet: "Commissioner 

Powelson always calls matters as he sees them. Not 

only does he have extensive knowledge about utility 

M 

http://www.nawc.org/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/05/08/president-donald-j-trump-announces-intent-nominate-personnel-key


3 

issues, but he is very skilled at developing creative 

solutions." 

 

     The Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 

balances the needs of consumers and utilities; 

ensures safe and reliable utility service at 

reasonable rates; protects the public interest; 

educates consumers to make independent and 

informed utility choices; furthers economic 

development; and fosters new technologies and 

competitive markets in an environmentally sound 

manner. 

 

     For recent news releases and video of select 

Commission proceedings or more information about 

the PUC, visit our website. Follow the PUC on 

Twitter - @PA_PUC for all things utility.  "Like" 

Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission on 

Facebook for easy access to information on utility 

issues. 

 

Source:  PA PUC Press Release, 5/9/2017 

 

Governor Wolf Celebrates 

Drug Take-Back Box 

Success, Announces 

Philadelphia Police Naloxone 

Funding at Visit to 

Walgreens 
  

n May 11, 2017, Governor Wolf was joined 

by Acting Secretary for the Department of 

Drug and Alcohol Programs Jen Smith, 

Mayor Jim Kenney, Philadelphia Police 

Commissioner Richard Ross, Drug Enforcement 

Administration Special Agent Gary Tuggle, and 

executives and staff of Walgreens to celebrate the 

success of the prescription drug take-back box 

program and to formally announce additional 

funding to provide the Philadelphia police with 

naloxone.  

  

     "The opioid and heroin abuse crisis has hit 

Pennsylvania hard and this crisis doesn't 

discriminate - it hits every age group, every creed, 

color, and income level," Governor Wolf said. "We 

know that one of the leading causes of opioid 

availability, which can lead to a crippling and life 

altering addiction, is over prescription of these 

powerful drugs. 

  

     "Leftover opioids can be sold, or abused by 

family members, leading to even more people 

affected by their presence. That's why I am proud to 

be here to celebrate one of the key steps my 

administration has taken to combat this crisis." 

 

      In collaboration with partners such as 

Walgreens and local law enforcement, Pennsylvania 

has created over 580 drug take-back locations in its 

67 counties. 

  

     "By making safe medication disposal kiosks 

available in select Pennsylvania stores, and offering 

naloxone without requiring a prescription, 

Walgreens is taking an important first step to reduce 

the misuse of medications throughout the country 

and curb the rise in overdose deaths," said Kim 

Treece, Walgreens regional vice president in 

Pennsylvania. "Everyone has a role to play in 

minimizing prescription drug abuse, and we are 

committed to being part of a comprehensive 

solution to reverse this epidemic." 

  

     Addressing prescription drug misuse, abuse, and 

overdose is a major component of Governor Wolf's 

commitment to fighting the opioid abuse epidemic 

in Pennsylvania. The Department of Drug and 

Alcohol Programs, in partnership with the 

Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and 

Delinquency and the Pennsylvania District 

Attorneys Association, has worked to install secure 

and permanent prescription drug take-back boxes in 

communities across the state. Walgreens has 

participated in the drug take-back box program in 

Pennsylvania since late December.  

  

     Since 2014, Pennsylvania communities and their 

partners have properly disposed of and destroyed 

over 118 tons of prescription drugs. 

  

     In 2016 across Pennsylvania, 124,335 pounds, or 

almost 62 tons of unwanted prescription drugs were 

collected and destroyed by the Pennsylvania 

Attorney General's Bureau of Narcotics 

Investigation, the Pennsylvania National Guard, and 

the DEA. Last October, during its fall National 

Drug Take-Back Day, the DEA and its partners 
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collected more than 893,498 pounds (about 447 

tons) of unwanted prescription drugs at almost 

5,400 collection sites.  

  

     To find a take-back box location for the disposal 

of prescription drugs, visit 

https://apps.ddap.pa.gov/gethelpnow/PillDrop.aspx . 

  

     While at Walgreens, Governor Wolf also 

formally announced the award of $200,000 in 

funding from the Department of Drug and Alcohol 

Programs (DDAP) for approximately 5,000 

naloxone kits to be purchased by the Philadelphia 

and SEPTA police.  

  

     "In 2016, there were more than 900 overdose 

deaths in Philadelphia and making naloxone more 

available to Philadelphia City and SEPTA police is 

key to reversing overdoses and saving lives," said 

Jen Smith, Acting Secretary of the Pennsylvania 

Department of Drug and Alcohol Programs. "DDAP 

continues to be proactive in our fight against 

dangerous opioids and additional funding will help 

in this proactive initiative and reduce the number of 

heroin and opioid overdose deaths."  

  

     The number of opioid overdose deaths in 2016 is 

expected to be higher than 2015 when 3,500 people 

died from overdoses. 

  

     If you or someone you know is suffering from 

the disease of addiction, call 1-800-662-HELP or 

click here for treatment options. 

  

Source:  Governor's Press Office, 5/11/2017 

 

Growing Greener Advocates 

Rally for Increased Funding 

for Clean Water, Parks, 

Trails, Open Space and 

Family Farms 
 

dvocates for Pennsylvania's Growing 

Greener program rallied on the steps of the 

state Capitol to call for increased funding to 

protect water, preserve open space and family 

farms, and ensure current and future generations 

continue to have access to community parks, trails 

and other recreational opportunities. 

 

     "Funding for the Growing Greener program is at 

an all-time low," said Andrew Heath, executive 

director of the Pennsylvania Growing Greener 

Coalition, which organized the rally. "We are 

urging the Governor and General Assembly to act 

now to identify a bipartisan, sustainable funding 

source for Growing Greener so the state can 

continue to make critical investments to protect our 

natural resources and keep our economy and 

communities healthy. 

 

     "Further, while we recognize the current fiscal 

challenges facing the state, the budget cannot be 

balanced at the expense of the environment, 

including our parks and forests," Heath continued. 

 

     The Coalition, the largest coalition of 

conservation, recreation and preservation 

organizations in the state, has identified more than 

$315 million in annual needs to ensure 

Pennsylvanians continue to have access to clean 

water, locally grown food, and parks, trails and 

other recreational opportunities. 

 

     However, funding for the program has decreased 

from an estimated average of $200 million in the 

mid-2000s to $57 million this year. This represents 

a 75 percent reduction. 

 

     "Now more than ever, we need to be doing more 

to protect our natural resources, not less," said 

Jacqui Bonomo, executive vice president and COO 

of PennFuture. "Our state constitution guarantees 

Pennsylvanians an enforceable right to ensure their 

government acts in a manner that protects our right 

to a healthy environment, and it imposes an 

obligation on the government to manage our public 

resources in a manner that conserves them for 

current and future generations." 

 

     Established in 1999, the Growing Greener 

program has funded hundreds of local parks and 

trail projects, conserved more than 80,000 acres of 

threatened open space, and restored hundreds of 

miles of streams and waterways. 

 

     The program has also protected more than 

78,000 acres of farmland, restored more than 1,600 

A 
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acres of abandoned mine land, and helped reduce 

flooding and water pollution through 400 watershed 

protection projects and more than 100 drinking and 

wastewater treatment improvements. 

 

     Numerous studies have shown that 

Pennsylvania's parks, farms, waterways, and open 

space generate significant economic and health 

benefits locally and statewide, and are critical to the 

strength of two of Pennsylvania's leading industries 

- tourism and agriculture. 

 

     "The Growing Greener program has a proven 

track record of success," said Sen. Tom Killion (R-

Delaware). "I am committed to working with the 

administration and my colleagues in the legislature 

to ensure the program's vitality long into the future 

and to keep Pennsylvania Growing Greener." 

 

     Killion is planning to introduce Senate Bill 705 

with Senators Richard Alloway (R-York) and 

Chuck McIlhinney (R-Bucks) that would establish a 

framework for renewed and increased investment in 

Growing Greener. 

 

     Since its inception, the state's Growing Greener 

program has enjoyed widespread, bipartisan 

support. A 2015 Penn State poll found that 90.7 

percent of Pennsylvanians surveyed would support 

increasing state funds to conserve and protect open 

space, clean water, natural areas, wildlife habitats, 

parks, forests, and farms. 

 

     "Pennsylvania families place great value on 

clean water, locally grown food and protecting our 

natural resources," said Sen. John Yudichak (D-

Luzerne/Carbon).  "Funding Growing Greener 

programs means sound investment in a better 

quality of life and a stronger economy that supports 

tens of thousands of jobs in tourism and 

agriculture." 

 

     Despite the success of the Growing Greener 

program, there is much more work that needs to be 

done. 

 

• Nineteen thousand miles of streams and rivers 

are impaired: not safe for drinking or 

recreational use and/or cannot support aquatic 

life and cannot support agriculture and other 

industries. 

• Abandoned mines scar nearly 200,000 acres in 

43 counties, causing of 5,500 miles of dead 

streams and rivers. 

 

• More than 1,800 family farms remain on the 

waiting list to be protected and preserved. 

 

• The majority of the state's 6,000 local parks and 

more than 11,000 miles of trails need significant 

upgrades. 

 

     Also joining in the rally to Keep Pennsylvania 

Growing Greener were Sen. Richard Alloway (R-

York); Rep. Alex Charlton (R-Delaware), Rep. 

Mike Carroll (D-Luzerne/Lackawanna) and Rep. 

Robert Freeman (D-Northampton) as well as John 

Arway, Executive Director, Pennsylvania Fish and 

Boat Commission, David Kinney, Mid-Atlantic 

Policy Director, Trout Unlimited, and George 

Matysik, Executive Director, Philadelphia Parks 

Alliance. 

 

About the Pennsylvania Growing Greener 

Coalition  

 

     The Pennsylvania Growing Greener Coalition is 

the largest coalition of conservation, recreation, and 

preservation organizations in the Commonwealth. 

The Coalition's mission is to enhance the health and 

economic well-being of communities across the 

Commonwealth by advocating for funding to 

conserve, protect and restore land, water and 

wildlife; to preserve farms and historic places, and 

to provide well-managed parks and recreational 

areas throughout the state. Established in 2008, the 

Coalition comprises local, regional and statewide 

conservation, recreation and preservation groups.   

 

     For more information, visit 

http://www.pagrowinggreener.org/ . 

 

Source:  PA Growing Greener Coalition Press 

Release, 5/10/2017 

 

Patrick Patterson Named 

Regional Director for 

Southeastern PA Office 
 

http://www.pagrowinggreener.org/


6 

atrick Patterson will become Southeast 

Regional Director of the Pennsylvania 

Department of Environmental Protection 

(DEP), effective May 15, 2017. This position 

manages DEP field operations for Bucks, Chester, 

Delaware, Montgomery and Philadelphia counties.  

 

     "Pat's commitment to transparency, collaboration 

and relationship-building make him the right person 

to lead the regional efforts in carrying out DEP's 

mission," said DEP Acting Secretary Patrick 

McDonnell. 

 

     Since 2012, Patterson has served as DEP's Local 

Government Liaison in the Southeast region, 

serving as the primary point of contact for all 

federal, state and local elected officials in the five-

county region. Prior to his DEP employment, 

Patterson was the Director of Business 

Development and Operations at a property 

maintenance company, and held several positions as 

a private consultant.  

 

     Patterson was a member of the Governor's 

Action Team from 1997-2001, worked for a U.S. 

Representative for several years, and served as 

Executive Director of the Congressional Fire 

Services Institute in Washington D.C. He began his 

career with the Delaware County Planning 

Department in the Subdivision and Land 

Development Planning office as a planner and 

coordinator. Patterson holds a Bachelor of Arts in 

Political Science with a concentration in American 

Government from Trinity College, in Hartford, 

Connecticut.  

 

     "I'm honored to be given the opportunity to lead 

such an outstanding team of dedicated 

environmental professionals in our region," said 

Patterson. "I'm ready to apply the different 

perspectives and experiences I've gained throughout 

my career to this very important role." 

 

     "We appreciate the efforts of Acting Regional 

Director Anderson Hartzell, who served as acting 

director since October," said McDonnell. "He will 

be returning to his previous position of Regional 

Counsel of the Southeast."  

  

Source:  DEP Press Release, 5/12/2017 

 

Environmental Justice 

Listening Sessions; Updated 

Locations  
 

he Department of Environmental Protection 

and the Office of Environmental Justice 

updated the Chester and Philadelphia 

locations of the Environmental Justice listening 

sessions to be held on May 23, 2017, and May 25, 

2017, respectively.  

 

     The meetings will be held on May 23, 2017 from 

5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at Chester County Council 

Chambers and May 25, 2017 from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

at Philadelphia County Fairmount Water Works.  

 

     Individuals providing verbal testimony at the 

listening sessions will be limited to 5 minutes for 

each witness and will be recorded by a court 

stenographer. Witnesses are asked to submit one 

written copy of their verbal testimony.  

 

     Organizations are asked to designate one witness 

to present testimony on their behalf at each listening 

session. Questions should be directed to the Office 

of Environmental Justice at (484) 250-5942. For 

more information, visit http://www.dep.pa.gov .  

 

Source:  PA Bulletin, 5/13/2017  

 

DEP Tackles Public Safety 

and Environmental 

Challenges of Historical Oil 

and Gas Wells  
 

ith the results of a new study and 

development of an interactive mapping 

tool, the Pennsylvania Department of 

Environmental Protection (DEP) has taken a major 

step toward identifying environmental impacts and 

addressing potential public safety concerns related 

to abandoned wells drilled over the past 150 years 

of oil and gas development in the state. 

 

     “Pennsylvania’s history of natural gas extraction 

predates permitting regulations enacted in 1955, and 

P 
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that legacy has hampered the proper 

decommissioning of wells. Even now, these 

historical wells may go unnoticed,” said DEP 

Acting Secretary Patrick McDonnell. “Residents 

may live near a well without realizing it, assuming 

the well site is part of the landscape.” 

 

     The well may no longer be active, but stray gas 

can migrate into the atmosphere or water supplies, 

creating a safety or environmental hazard. 

 

     Due to Pennsylvania’s lack of permitting 

regulations prior to 1955, DEP’s maps of these 

historical wells are inconclusive, a weakness that 

was validated during a recently published field 

study of 207 randomly selected historical wells in 

western Pennsylvania, where most oil and gas 

drilling has taken place. The study assessed well 

integrity, methane gas emissions, and other 

potential problems.   

 

     Seventy-one wells couldn’t be located using 

information in DEP’s database. Of the 136 wells 

located, only eight were emitting methane to the 

atmosphere at various rates, including one that 

showed higher-than-anticipated volume. This well 

and four others have operators associated with 

them, and DEP is taking proactive steps to update 

records and evaluate compliance options.  

 

     McDonnell emphasized how important it is for 

the public to be aware of historical wells. “Public 

collaboration in identifying wells is very helpful to 

our efforts to update data, make the information 

publicly accessible, and most important, mitigate 

risks.” In a new video, DEP staff explain the risks 

and the department’s work to tackle them. 

 

     DEP’s new interactive map site integrating 

historical maps with aerial imagery is designed to 

help the public better understand the historical areas 

of oil and gas development in Allegheny County, 

learn about the environmental impacts of historical 

oil and gas wells, and locate wells currently known 

to DEP.   

 

     The Allegheny County map shows known wells 

and potential historical wells that aren’t currently in 

DEP’s database. Users can search by location for 

potential wells and get information on known ones. 

DEP plans to explore other areas of the state to 

expand the interactive map.  

 

     Since oil and gas development began in 

Pennsylvania in 1859, hundreds of thousands of 

wells have been drilled. Because permitting 

standards weren’t enacted until 1955, many 

abandoned historical wells have not yet been 

identified. In addition, a significant number of 

historical wells haven’t been plugged to 1984 Oil 

and Gas Act standards. Potential results include 

impacts to water supplies, a build-up of gas inside a 

home or other structure, and an increase in 

greenhouse gas emissions. 

 

     These legacy wells vary in appearance, 

depending on the vintage and type of well, but 

typical signs include steel casings and associated 

valves, pump jacks, small-diameter gathering 

pipelines, tanks and isolated areas of subsidence. 

   

     If no responsible party can be identified for a 

well, DEP assumes responsibility for plugging. 

However, available funding levels fall far short of 

needs. Conservative estimates indicate that as many 

as 200,000 wells may need to be plugged, at a cost 

that could approach more than $8 billion. DEP is 

actively seeking additional funding to support 

further work on this front. 

 

     Property owners who discover a well on their 

property should contact DEP (888-723-3721) or 

visit the abandoned and orphaned well website to 

ensure that the well has been properly identified, 

and any potential environmental issues are 

addressed. 

 

Source: DEP Press Release, 5/9/2017 

 

EPA: PA Must Identify New 

Funding Needed To Meet 

Chesapeake Bay Cleanup 

Targets  
 

avid McGuigan, EPA Region III Associate 

Director Of Water Protection, told PA’s 

Chesapeake Bay Watershed 

Implementation Planning Steering Committee 

D 

https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2017NE/webprogram/Paper290348.html
https://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2017NE/webprogram/Paper290348.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eSmyrCFv0Cs
http://www.depgis.state.pa.us/StoryMapOGHistorical/
http://www.depgis.state.pa.us/StoryMapOGHistorical/
http://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Energy/OilandGasPrograms/OilandGasMgmt/Pages/Abandoned-and-Orphan-Well-Program.aspx
http://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Water/Pennsylvania%E2%80%99s%20Chesapeake%20Bay%20Program%20Office/Pages/Phase-III-WIP-(Watershed-Implementation-Plans).aspx
http://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Water/Pennsylvania%E2%80%99s%20Chesapeake%20Bay%20Program%20Office/Pages/Phase-III-WIP-(Watershed-Implementation-Plans).aspx
http://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Water/Pennsylvania%E2%80%99s%20Chesapeake%20Bay%20Program%20Office/Pages/Phase-III-WIP-(Watershed-Implementation-Plans).aspx
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Monday EPA expects the state to identify what he 

called the “significant new financial resources” 

needed to implement the Phase III Watershed Plans 

to meet Chesapeake Bay cleanup requirements. 

 

     McGuigan outline a series of other requirements 

Pennsylvania will have to meet from EPA’s final 

April 27 expectations document.  McGuigan said 

Pennsylvania is responsible for reducing an 

additional 34 million pounds of nitrogen in the next 

nine years to meet its cleanup milestone.  The state, 

however, is only about 10 percent of the way 

towards meeting its 2025 goal and 35 percent below 

its 2015 target. 

 

EPA has 5 major expectations: 

 

• Significant Additional Financial Resources to 

carry Out the Plan: Pennsylvania must 

demonstrate that it has the staff, partnerships 

and financial resources needed to fully 

implement the practices, treatments and 

technologies necessary to achieve the 

reductions. 

 

• Prioritize Agricultural Practices/Provide 

Dedicated Resources: Have a dedicated and 

targeted annual state cost-share program with a 

significant increase in resources focused on 

implementation of priority agricultural 

conservation practices.  EPA pointed to the 

proposal by Pennsylvania’s Chesapeake Bay 

Commission members to create a dedicated 

Clean Water Fund supported by a water use fee 

as one option. 

 

• PA Has Serious Deficits In Reductions From 

Stormwater: Without programs, initiatives and 

resources to reduce pollution from 

urban/suburban stormwater in addition to 

reductions from agricultural, Pennsylvania 

cannot meet its nutrient and sediment reduction 

goals.  EPA noted Pennsylvania has “serious 

deficits” in attaining load reductions in 

agriculture and stormwater. 

 

• Local Collaboration/Policy Changes Needed 

To Implement The Plan: EPA expects the 

Plans to include local planning goals, 

demonstrated collaboration, document program, 

policy legislative and regulatory changes needed 

to meet the goal. 

 

• More Frequent Accountability Reporting: As 

long as Pennsylvania remains far off track for 

nitrogen and phosphorus reductions, EPA 

expects more frequent and detailed reporting on 

the state’s progress. 

 

     A copy of the EPA expectations document is 

available online. 

 

Consequences of Not Meeting Milestones 

 

EPA again outlined potential action if 

Pennsylvania does not meet its Chesapeake Bay 

cleanup milestone: 

 

• EPA may continue targeted federal enforcement 

and compliance efforts; 

• EPA may direct federal funding to identified 

priorities to achieve needed reductions; 

• EPA may adopt “finer scale wasteload and load 

allocations” in Pennsylvania; 

• EPA may require additional reductions of 

loadings from point sources; 

• EPA may promulgate its own standards for 

nitrogen and phosphorus water quality 

standards. 

 

Other Actions 

 

     The Steering Committee approved its Game Plan 

for Success which outlines the steps the Committee 

will take to develop the Phase III Watershed 

Implementation Plans and a communications and 

public outreach plan to involve local stakeholders. 

 

     “We have a heavy lift in meeting our 

Chesapeake Bay cleanup goals, but we are building 

the Phase III Watershed Implementation Plan from 

the ground up,” said Dana Aunkst, Deputy 

Secretary of Water Programs.  “We have to make 

sure we get buy-in from everyone at the local level 

because cleaning up our streams and rivers benefits 

everyone in Pennsylvania.” 

 

 

 

 

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2017-05/documents/final_pennsylvania_phase_iii_wip_expectations_4_27_17_508.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2017-05/documents/final_pennsylvania_phase_iii_wip_expectations_4_27_17_508.pdf
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=38575
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=38575
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2017-05/documents/final_pennsylvania_phase_iii_wip_expectations_4_27_17_508.pdf
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=36251
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=36251
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June 5 Kickoff/Listening Session 

 

     Part of the outreach plan is a June 5 Chesapeake 

Bay Phase III Watershed Implementation Plan 

Kickoff and Listening Session to be held at the 

Radisson Hotel in Camp Hill, across the river from 

Harrisburg, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

 

     The purpose of this open public session is to 

gather ideas on how to meet the Chesapeake Bay 

cleanup milestone in each of these areas: urban and 

suburban stormwater, wastewater, agriculture, 

forestry, funding and local planning and area goals. 

 

     Also running concurrent with the June listening 

session will be a 30-day written comment period 

running with the Listening Session to give other 

people who could not attend in person to submit 

their suggestions. 

 

     Click here to register for the Listening Session. 

 

Briefing Schedule 

 

     Since Pennsylvania will not receive its revised 

nutrient and sediment targets until September or 

October, Steering Committee members have asked 

for a briefing on a series of issues (page 2) so they 

are up to speed before their work begins in earnest. 

 

     The Committee plans monthly meetings in July, 

August and September to discuss issues like the 

Midpoint Assessment, the role of the Conowingo 

Dam in holding back sediment from the Bay, 

monitoring trends, progress so far and research into 

new best management practices. 

 

     The Steering Committee will coordinate the 

work of at least 6 workgroups each with 10 or so 

members to come up with the watershed 

implementation plan strategy.  Their work we begin 

after the revised reduction targets are received from 

EPA in the Fall. 

 

     For more information and available handouts, 

visit the PA Chesapeake Bay Watershed 

Implementation Planning Steering Committee 

webpage. 

 

     For more on Pennsylvania’s Chesapeake Bay 

initiatives, visit DEP’s Chesapeake Bay Office 

webpage. 

 

Source:  PA Environmental Digest, 5/15/2017 

 

# # # # # # # 

 

    This newsletter provides general information, 

not legal advice as to any specific matter.  It 

should not be used as a substitute for appropriate 

legal advice. 
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