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DEP Completes Lead 

Surveillance Program to 

Keep Banned Solder 

Products off Shelves 
 

he Pennsylvania Department of 

Environmental Protection (DEP) has 

completed routine surveillance of hardware 

stores and other retail facilities in 13 counties to 

verify that leaded solder is not being sold for 

plumbing purposes. This surveillance is conducted 

in accordance with the 1989 Lead Ban Act.  

 

     Throughout the summer of 2016, DEP staff 

investigated 575 stores to make sure that lead solder 

is not being sold and that restricted solder types that 

are allowed to be sold commercially are not being 

displayed in plumbing supply sections of those 

stores.  

 

     "Keeping banned lead products off the shelves is 

a good way to prevent future water contamination," 

said Patrick McDonnell, Acting DEP Secretary. 

"I'm very pleased to see that many stores are 

following the regulations and keeping banned 

products off of their shelves." 

 

     The investigation found 356 stores that sell 

solder. Of those stores: 

 

 59% sell only lead-free solder 

 5% of stores (17) were selling solder in 

violation of the Lead Ban Act 

 

o 3% selling banned solder (11) 

o 2% selling restricted solder in plumbing 

section (6) 

  

     Compliance notices were issued for the 

violations. DEP can also issue fines of up to $1,000 

for each violation. Since 2005, surveillance 

activities have included auto parts, electronics, and 

craft stores. These types of retailers should be aware 

of and complying with the Lead Ban Act. 

 

     DEP staff will continue routine and follow-up 

activities throughout 2017 to ensure stores remain 

in compliance.  

 

Source:  DEP Press Release, 1/9/2017 

 

SRBC: Public Hearing  
 

he Susquehanna River Basin Commission 

announced a public hearing scheduled for 

February 2 from 2:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. at the 

Pennsylvania State Capitol, Harrisburg. The hearing 
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will focus on projects scheduled for action. A full 

list of projects is available in the Pennsylvania 

Bulletin or at www.srbc.net/wrp .  

 

     Written comments for the meeting should be 

submitted, by February 13, to Jason Oyler, General 

Counsel, Susquehanna River Basin Commission, 

4423 North Front Street, Harrisburg, PA 17110-

1788 or at 

www.srbc.net/pubinfo/publicparticipation.htm . For 

further information, contact Oyler at (717) 238-

0423, Ext. 1312, fax (717) 238-2436.   

 

Source:  Pennsylvania Bulletin, 1/14/2017   

 

EPA Launches WIFIA 

Program with $1 Billion in 

Loans Available for Water 

Infrastructure Projects 
 

PA announced the availability of 

approximately $1 billion in credit assistance 

for water infrastructure projects under the 

new Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation 

Act (WIFIA) program. EPA's WIFIA program will 

provide long-term, low-cost credit assistance in the 

form of direct loans and loan guarantees to 

creditworthy water projects. 

 

     WIFIA provides another option for financing 

large infrastructure projects, generally at least $20 

million, in addition to the State Revolving Funds 

and bond market. WIFIA is available to state, local, 

and tribal governments; private entities; 

partnerships; and State Revolving Fund programs. 

EPA estimates that funds appropriated to the 

WIFIA program can be leveraged at a ratio greater 

than 50 to one, which means the $17 million 

program budget could allow EPA to make 

approximately $1 billion in loans and stimulate 

about $2 billion in total infrastructure investment. 

 

     Learn more.   

  

Source:  Water Headlines from EPA, 1/13/2017 

 

EPA Releases Protective 

Action Guide for Drinking 

Water Following a 

Radiological Incident 
 

uring a radiological emergency, such as an 

accident at a nuclear power plant, 

radioactive material can be released into the 

environment. This radioactive material could get 

into rivers, lakes and streams that are used by public 

water suppliers to deliver drinking water to local 

residents. EPA is releasing a non-regulatory 

Protective Action Guide (PAG) to help officials 

determine the best way to prevent the public from 

experiencing the harmful effects from radiation in 

drinking water during an emergency. 

 

     The drinking water Protective Action Guide is a 

level that can be used to determine when alternative 

drinking water should be provided and when the use 

of contaminated water supplies should be restricted. 

The drinking water PAG are doses of radiation that 

should be avoided during an emergency event. They 

do not represent acceptable routine exposures. 

PAGs trigger safety measures-in this case, provision 

of alternative drinking water -- to keep doses to the 

public as low as possible during emergency 

situations only. 

 

     The purpose of EPA's (PAG) for Radiological 

Incidents is to guide the short-term planning and 

decision-making efforts by local and state officials. 

It is not intended for long-term or everyday use. The 

proposed PAG does not affect EPA's drinking water 

standards for radionuclides. Therefore, affected 

public water systems are expected to take actions to 

return to compliance with drinking water standards 

after a radiological emergency as soon as 

practicable. 

 

     Learn more.   

  

Source:  Water Headlines from EPA, 1/13/2017 
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EPA Initiates Peer Review to 

Evaluate Benchmarks for 

Lead in Drinking Water 
 

s a part of EPA's ongoing effort to 

understand and assess lead exposure to 

children, EPA is initiating a peer review of 

draft scientific modeling approaches to inform 

EPA's evaluation of potential health-based 

benchmarks for lead in drinking water. The agency 

is seeking nominations of peer reviewers, providing 

draft charge questions and including a report related 

to draft scientific modeling approaches. The focus 

of the peer review will be on gathering expert 

scientific input on the use of draft modeling 

approaches for developing health-based benchmarks 

for lead in drinking water. The report will discuss 

modeling approaches, propose input parameters, 

and review various exposure scenarios for the peer 

reviewers to consider. 

 

     Model values presented in the draft report are 

included to better illustrate the draft approaches for 

the peer reviewers. EPA will not be asking the peer 

reviewers to select a specific value or to provide 

input on the specific role for a health-based value in 

proposed revisions to the Lead and Copper Rule 

(LCR). EPA will consider the specific role for a 

health-based value in the proposed revisions to the 

LCR after the peer review of the modeling effort 

has been completed. EPA expects to propose 

revisions to the Lead and Copper Rule in 2017. 

 

     Learn more.   

 

Source:  Water Headlines from EPA, 1/13/2017 

 

EPA Issues Final 

Construction General Permit 

to Reduce Stormwater 

Pollution 
 

PA has issued the final 2017 Construction 

General Permit (CGP), a permit that will 

continue to reduce pollution to the nation's 

waterways by requiring controls for stormwater 

discharges from construction sites. Stormwater 

discharges during construction activities can contain 

sediment and other pollutants that harm aquatic 

ecosystems, increase drinking water treatment costs, 

and pollute waters that people use for fishing, 

swimming, and other recreational activities. 

 

     The 2017 CGP is similar to the 2012 CGP, it 

replaces and includes discharge limitations and 

requirements for self-inspections, corrective actions, 

staff training, and development of a Stormwater 

Pollution Prevention Plan. It also includes several 

new features such as requiring waste containers to 

have lids or cover when not in use or at the end of 

the business day, requiring controls to minimize 

exposure of building materials containing PCBs to 

precipitation and stormwater, and requiring large 

disturbances to be stabilized faster. The 2017 CGP 

will take effect February 17, 2017 and will last for 

five years.  

 

     Learn more.   

 

Source:  Water Headlines from EPA, 1/13/2017 

 

House & Senate 

Appropriations Committees 

Announce Budget Hearing 

Schedule 
 

overnor Wolf will present his FY 2017-18 

state budget to a joint session of the PA 

General Assembly on Tuesday, February 7, 

2017.  As part of the appropriations process, each 

agency/department then goes before the House and 

Senate Appropriations Committees to present their 

agency/department budget and answer questions 

from the committee members.  These hearings are 

usually televised on PCN or live streamed on the 

House and Senate websites (see links below).  

  

     Below is a list of the House & Senate FY 2017-

18 Budget hearings of interest to the water industry.  

A complete list of the House budget hearing 

schedule can be found here.  A complete list of the 

Senate budget hearing schedule can be found here.  
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HOUSE -- Room 140 Main Capitol Building 
  

February 22, 2017 – Wednesday 

  

1:00 PM Department of Labor & Industry  

  

3:00 PM Public Utility Commission 

  

February 27, 2017 – Monday 

  

10:00 AM Department of Environmental 

Protection 

  

1:00 PM Department of Conservation & 

Natural Resources 

  

March 2, 2017 – Thursday 

  

1:00 PM Department of Community & 

Economic Development 

  

March 9, 2017 – Thursday 

  

10:00 AM Budget Secretary – Office of the 

Governor/Executive Offices 

  

SENATE – Hearing Room 1, North Office 

Building 
  

February 28, 2017 – Tuesday 

  

10:00 AM Department of Labor & Industry 

  

March 1, 2017 – Wednesday 

  

3:00 PM Department of Conservation & 

Natural Resources 

  

March 6, 2017 – Monday 

  

10:00 AM Department of Community & 

Economic Development    

  

March 8, 2017 – Wednesday 

  

10:00 AM Department of Environmental 

Protection 

 

 

 

  

March 9, 2017 – Thursday 

  

1:00 PM Budget Secretary – Office of the 

Governor/Executive Offices 

  

# # # # # # # 

 

    This newsletter provides general information, 

not legal advice as to any specific matter.  It 

should not be used as a substitute for appropriate 

legal advice. 


