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INDEPENDENT REGULATORY REVIEW COMMISSION
333 MARKET STREET, 1 4TH FLOOR, HARRISBURG, PA 17101

December 21, 2007

Honorable Kathleen A. McGinty, Chairperson
Environmental Quality Board
Rachel Carson State Office Building
400 Market Street, 16th Floor
Harrisburg, PA 17101

Re: Regulation #7-407 (IRRC #2637)
Environmental Quality Board
Safe Drinking Water; Public Notification Revisions

Dear Chairperson McGinty:

Enclosed are the Commission's comments for consideration when you prepare the final version
of this regulation. These comments are not a formal approval or disapproval of the regulation.
However, they specify the regulatory review criteria that have not been met.

The comments will be available on our website at www.irrc.state.pa.us. If you would like to
discuss them, please contact me.

Sincerely,

Kim Kaufman
Executive Director

Enclosure
cc: Honorable Mary Jo White, Chairman, Senate Environmental Resources and Energy

Committee
Honorable Raphael J. Musto, Minority Chairman, Senate Environmental Resources and

Energy Committee
Honorable Camille George, Majority Chairman, House Environmental Resources and Energy

Committee
Honorable Scott E. Hutchinson, Minority Chairman, House Environmental Resources and

Energy Committee



Comments of the Independent Regulatory Review Commission

Environmental Quality Board Regulation #7-407 (IRRC #2637)

Safe Drinking Water; Public Notification Revisions

December 21,2007

We submit for your consideration the following comments on the proposed rulemaking
published in the September 22, 2007 Pennsylvania Bulletin. Our comments are based on criteria
in Section 5.2 of the Regulatory Review Act (71 P.S. § 745.5b). Section 5.1(a) of the Regulatory
Review Act (71 P.S. § 745.5a(a)) directs the Environmental Quality Board (Board) to respond to
all comments received from us or any other source.

1. General - Fiscal impact; Protection of public health and safety; Reasonableness;
Consistency or conflict with other regulations; Implementation procedures; Feasibility;
Need; Clarity.

The following paragraphs identify issues, concerns or questions relating to more than one section
in the proposed regulation.

Fiscal impact, need, feasibility, implementation procedure

In item #24 on page 7 of the Regulatory Analysis Form (RAF) for this proposed regulation, the
RAF states: "All the provisions are more stringent than federal regulations." Both the RAF and
Preamble indicate that the proposed regulation will impose additional costs on water systems.
Some water systems claim it is not feasible for them to quickly comply with the regulation.
They will need time to generate funding, and develop and implement components of the
proposed regulation. There are two areas of related questions and concerns.

First, what negative impacts on public health and safety occurred due to shortcomings in the
current notification system under the existing regulations in Pennsylvania? What were the
economic impacts? This information should accompany the final-form regulation submittal.

Second, why does this regulation need to be effective immediately upon final publication in the
Pennsylvania Bulletin? When new regulations require significant change, promulgating agencies
often give existing facilities a specific time period in which they can bring their operations into
compliance. The Board should consider amending the final-form regulation to include a grace
period or additional time for water systems to upgrade their notification programs. In addition,
the Board should fully investigate all methods or alternatives that reduce the proposed
regulation's fiscal impact.

Probable

In the existing regulations, the term "probable emergency situations" is used only in Section
109.707(a)(l) relating to emergency response plans. The proposed regulation adds the word


